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ABSTRACT
IH AGES OF FAHILI LIFE IN MAGAZINE 
ADVERTISINGS 1920-1978 
by
Bruce William Brown 
O n ivers ity  of New Hampshire, 1979
Previous re sea rch  on fam ily  r o le s  s u f f e r s  from a number 
of d e f ic ie n c ie s ,  in c lu d in g :  (1) la ck  of h i s t o r i c a l
ev idence; (2) a d is reg a rd  fo r  how fam ily r o l e s  change 
th roughout th e  fam ily  l i f e  c y c le ;  (3) an overemphasis on 
c e r ta in  fam ily  members ( in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  th e  w ife ) ; and (U) 
an overemphasis on c e r t a in  a s p e c ts  of fam ily  l i f e  (in 
p a r t i c u l a r ,  household cho res , c h i ld - r e a r in g ,  and economic 
p ro v is io n ) .  The purpose of th e  p re sen t s tudy  was to  analyze 
Images o f fam ily  l i f e  in  magazine a d v e r t is in g  and, in  so 
doing, dea l with th e se  d e f ic ie n c ie s .
A d vertis ing  in  genera l i n t e r s t  magazines published 
between 1920 and 1978 served as th e  da ta  source . Both the  
v e rb a l  and non-verbal components of the  ad v e rt isem en ts  were 
used in th e  a n a ly s i s .  A dvertis ing  i s  a source  o f h i s t o r i c a l  
d a ta  on fam ily  l i f e  va lues  because a d v e r t i s e r s ,  in  t h e i r  
e f f o r t s  to  s e l l  a p roduct, t r y  to  a t t r a c t  as many p o te n t i a l  
customers a s  p o s s ib le .  In  o rde r  to  do so ,  they  must allow 
as  many people as  p o s s ib le  to  " se e  themselves** in  the  
ad v e rt isem en t. Also, a d v e r t i s e r s  have been involved in  
m arketing re se a rc h  s in c e  around 1910 and, th e r e f o r e ,  have
xvi
been f a i r l y  s o p h is t ic a te d  in  t h e i r  a n a ly s is  and p o r t r a y a l  o f 
b a s ic  American v a lu e s .  F in a l ly  c e r t a in  a sp e c ts  of fam ily  
l i f e  may be e i t h e r  too p e rso n a l ,  to o  th re a te n in g ,  o r  simply 
unknown f o r  more o b tru s iv e  measurement tech n iq u es  to  dea l 
with e f f e c t iv e ly .  Bovever, a s  Goffman (1976:91) p o in ts  o u t ,  
" in  a d v e r t is e d  worlds we can look in  on alm ost e v e ry th in g .”
The s tudy  measured the  way fam ily  r o l e s ,  fam ily  
companionship, in tim acy , and fo rm a li ty  have been d ep ic ted  in  
magazine adve rtisem en ts  s ince  1920. In  a d d i t io n ,  two-way 
a n a ly s is  o f v ar iance  was used to  in v e s t ig a te  th e  s e p a ra te 
e f f e c t s  of h i s t o r i c a l  time while hold ing fam ily  l i f e  cy c le  
s tag e  c o n s ta n t ,  and v is a  v e rsa .
The a n a ly s i s  found t h a t  some a sp e c ts  of fam ily  l i f e  
have changed more than  o th e r s ,  a t  l e a s t  a s  dep ic ted  in  
magazine a d v e r t i s in g .  The movement toward e g a l i t a r i a n  
fam ily  norms has c e r t a in ly  occurred , bu t th e  changes have 
not been undimensional.. Values concerning c e r t a in  a sp e c ts  
o f fam ily  l i f e  were found to  change a t  a d i f f e r e n t  pace than 
those  fo r  o th e r  a s p e c ts  of fam ily  l i f e ,  some changes were 
found to  have occurred  fo r  c e r t a in  fam ily  members but not 
fo r  o th e rs .  Also, some changes were found to  be more 
pronounced fo r  f a m i l ie s  a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s ta g e s  of the  fam ily  
l i f e  cy c le . F in a l ly ,  th e  change t h a t  did ta k e  p lace  was not 
n e c e s s a r i ly  l i n e a r .  I f  one assumes th a t  a more e g a l i t a r i a n  
form of fam ily l i f e  ( in vo lv ing  equal sh a rin g  of 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and p r i v i l e g e s ,  along with an in c re a se  in  
companionship, in tim acy , and in fo rm a li ty )  i s  an id e a l  to
x v ii
s t r i v e  f o r ,  then  daring  c e r t a in  p e r io d s  s in c e  1920 our value 
system, a t  l e a s t  as d ep ic ted  in  a d v e r t i s in g ,  has " s l ip p e d  
backwards."
O vera ll  thoagh, th e  movement toward such an e g a l i t a r i a n  
id e a l  in  our c u l t u r a l  norms has been f a i r l y  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  term s of fam ily  companionship, in tim acy , and 
fo rm a li ty .  The a rea  of fam ily  r o le s  s t i l l  appears  to  be a 
major stum bling b lock . To summarize th e  f in d in g s  of t h i s  
study  in  one sen tence : one could say t h a t  th e  c u l t u r a l
v a lu es  r e f l e c te d  in  magazine a d v e r t i s in g  in c r e a s in g ly  have 
supported  th e  n o tion  o f fam ily  members as more companionate, 
in t im a te ,  and in fo rm a l,  a lthough  they  con tinue  to  perform 
t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e s  alm ost unchanged.
x v i i i
CHAPTER I
THE STUDY OP FAHILY LIFE 
Daring th e  p a s t  f i f t e e n  yea rs  the  study of fam ily  
ro les*1  has taken  on a nev im portance due in  p a r t  to  th e
growth of th e  fe m in is t  movement. I t  now appears t h a t  as a
s o c ie ty ,  we a re  a ttem pting  to  r e c t i f y  some of the 
i n e q u a l i t i e s  in h e re n t  in  t r a d i t i o n a l  fam ily  r o l e s .  Several 
examples o f  t h i s  a re  th e  passage of the  Equal R ights
Amendment by 35 o f th e  necessary  38 s t a t e s ,  th e  emergence of 
a men's l i b e r a t i o n  movement which i s  adm itted ly  in  i t s
embryonic s ta g e s ,  and th e  in tro d u c t io n  and p o p u la r i ty  of 
c o lleg e  cou rses  d ea lin g  s p e c i f i c a l ly  with sex and fam ily  
r o l e s . *2 These even ts  suggest t h a t  th e re  i s  a r e l a t i v e l y  
high le v e l  of agreement t h a t  changes in  fam ily r o le s  may be 
needed.
1. In th e  p re se n t  study th e  term s "sex  ro le "  and "fam ily  
ro le "  w i l l  be used. Sex ypl f  i s  defined  as  " th e  expected 
behav io rs  a t ta c h e d  to  th e  d i f f e r in g  s o c i a l  p o s i t io n s  of male 
and female" (Scanzoni and Scanzoni, 1976:16), whereas fpmi l y 
ISJLS r e f e r s  to  th e  expected behav io rs  a ttach ed  to  d i f f e r i n g  
fam ily  p o s i t io n s  such as  mother, f a th e r ,  b ro th e r ,  s i s t e r ,  
g ran d p aren ts ,  e t c .
2. A very s im i la r  phenomenon occurred on co lleg e  campuses 
a f t e r  th e  C iv i l  R ights Hovement of th e  l a t e  f i f t i e s  and 
e a r ly  s i x t i e s .  Courses in  Black H is to ry  and Afro-American 
S tu d ie s  were in troduced  and enjoyed an in c reased  amount of 
p o p u la r i ty .
2Along with t h i s  emphasis on fam ily  ro le s  th e re  has been 
much d iscu ss io n  w ith in  th e  gen era l populace and among s o c ia l  
s c i e n t i s t s  concerning "how the  fam ily  used to  be" and "how 
much the  fam ily has changed ,« we have, however, only 
r e c e n t ly  begun to  in v e s t ig a te  such is su e s  in  an h i s t o r i c a l  
p e r sp e c t iv e .  Gordon and Hareven (1973:393) p o in t  out t h a t  
th e  fam ily of h a l f  a c en tu ry  ago o r  e a r l i e r  has been e i t h e r  
ignored or rom antic ized  as  what William Goode has r e f e r r e d  
to  as  " th e  c l a s s i c a l  fam ily  o f w estern  n o s t a l g i a .11 I  would 
add th a t  i t  i s  not only th e  fam ily  o f  h a l f  a cen tury  ago o r 
e a r l i e r  which has been ignored or rom an tic ized , but t h a t  
fam ily  s o c io lo g i s t s  in  g en e ra l  have been a h i s t o r i c a l  in  
t h e i r  methods while h i s t o r i c a l  in  t h e i r  con c lu s ions . In 
o th e r  words, fam ily  s o c io lo g i s t s  r e v e l  i n  ta lk in g  about 
change when, in  f a c t ,  the  h i s t o r i c a l  evidence i s  scan ty  a t  
b e s t .
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Numerous s tu d ie s  have analyzed tw e n t ie th  cen tu ry  
changes in  sex and fam ily  r o l e s . *3 These s tu d ie s ,  a lthough 
adding much to  our knowledge, s u f f e r  from a number of 
d e f ic ie n c ie  s .
3. For an a n a ly s i s  of r o le  changes during e a r l i e r  per io ds  of 
American h i s to r y ,  see , f o r  example. Bridges (1965), Demos 
(1968 and 1970), Easton (1976), Furstenberg  (1966), Gordon 
(1969), Gordon and B ernste in  (1970), Lantz ££ a l* r  (1968, 
1973, 1975, and 1977), McGovern (1968), and Welter (1966).
For an e x c e l le n t  d isc u ss io n  o f sex ro le  changes during  th e  
tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry ,  see F ilen e  (197W).
3Lack o f adequate lo n g i tu d in a l  design? . The m ajo rity  of 
th e  re se a rc h  has no t been lo n g i tu d in a l  and those  s tu d ie s  
which a re  cover r e l a t i v e l y  sh o r t  tim e p e r io d s .  For example, 
p a re liu s*  (1975) a n a ly s is  of changes in  c o l le g e  women*s sex 
and fam ily  ro le  a t t id u d e s  covers  only the  period  1969 to  
1973. She found t h a t  changes in  women*s a t t i t u d e s  do not 
s ig n a l  th e  end of m arriage and motherhood, but r a th e r  t h a t  
women a re  seeking a " r e s t r u c tu r in g  of th e  fa m ily ."  Notions 
of equal r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  f in a n c ia l  su p p o rt ,  in c reased  
a s s is ta n c e  with household ta sk s  from husbands, and th e  
im portance of c a re e r s  f o r  m arried women were held  by a 
s u b s ta n t ia l  m a jo r i ty  of women by 1973.
In a more extended a n a ly s i s ,  nason, Czajka, and Huber 
(1976), using  p u b lic  op in ion  surveys from 1964 to  1974, 
found t h a t  women*s sex and fam ily  ro le  a t t t i t u d e s  have 
changed in  th e  d i r e c t io n  of e g a l i t a r ia n is m .  S im ila r  to  
P a re liu s*  (1975) f in d in g s ,  Nason a J .  found t h a t
employment and d iv is io n  of la b o r  in  the  home were a reas  of 
s i g n i f i c a n t  a t t i t u d i n a l  change between 1964 and 1970, and 
t h a t  a f t e r  1970, th e s e  changes continued and may in f a c t  
have a c c e le ra te d .  In  c o n t r a s t  to  P a re liu s*  (1975) s tu d y , 
th e se  au th o rs  no t only  documented those  changes which have 
taken p lace ,  but analyzed th e  p o s s ib le  causes of such 
change. Nason a£ a l -  (1976:573) conclude th a t  " e d u c a t io n a l  
a tta inm en t and employment a re  among the  most im portan t 
in d iv id u a l  le v e l  p re d ic to r s  o f a t t i t u d e s . "
4in  add ition#  th e  p rev ious l i t e r a t u r e  has s u f fe re d  from 
la rg e  gaps between da ta  p o in ts .  For example# Roper and 
LaBeff (1977), in  a r e p l i c a t i o n  o f K i r k p a t r i c k s  (1936) 
study  in  in te rg e n e ra t io n a l  change in  sex and fam ily  r o l e  
a t t i tu d e s #  found t h a t  th e re  has been a " t re n d  toward more 
e g a l i t a r i a n  a tti tudes .* *  P aren ts  were found t o  be l e s s  
e g a l i t a r i a n  in  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  than t h e i r  ch ild ren#  men's 
a t t i t u d e s  l e s s  e g a l i t a r i a n  than  women's# and f in a l ly #  both 
men and women were more fa v o ra b le  toward those  a s p e c ts  of 
sex and fam ily  e q u a l i ty  o u ts id e  th e  home such as employment 
and p o l i t i c s  than such hom e-related  i s s u e s  as domestic 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  As did  Mason e t  a j .  (1976)# Roper and 
LaBeff (1977) found t h a t  h igher l e v e l s  of education  were 
a s so c ia te d  with more e g a l i t a r i a n  a t t i t u d e s .
More extended and ch ro n o lo g ic a lly  complete an a ly se s  are  
needed t o  document tho se  changes which have 
occurred— indeed# to  document whether th e re  has been change 
a t  a l l — and t o  provide us with a d d i t io n a l  c lu e s  as to  why 
such changes# i f  any# took p lace . The p o r t ra y a l  o f  fa m i l ie s  
in  mass media a d v e r t is in g  i s  one source o f t h i s  needed 
in fo rm atio n .
The l e s s  than  s c i e n t i f ic  f l a v o r . Although a number of 
s tu d ie s  have in v e s t ig a te d  sex and fam ily  r o le s  in  mass media 
ad v e r t is in g #  few have taken  advantage o f a d v e r t i s in g  as  a 
source  o f  lo n g i tu d in a l  d a ta .  Also# many of th e se  s tu d ie s  
seem to  be more concerned with i l l u s t r a t i n g  th e  "bad p re ss "  
t h a t  women have rece ived  in  a d v e r t is in g  r a th e r  than with
5c a re fu l  " s c i e n t i f i c "  a n a l y s i s .*4
Komisar (1972:207), f o r  example, in  her d iscu ss io n  of 
th e  image of women in  a d v e r t is in g  p o in ts  ou t t h a t ,  " i t  spews 
ou t imagos of women as  sex mates, housekeepers, mothers and 
menial w orkers ."  Kilbourne (1977:293) i s  in  agreement when 
she s t a t e s  t h a t ,  "women a re  shown alm ost e x c lu s iv e ly  as sex 
o b je c ts  or housewives." Bardwick and Schumann (1967), in  a 
d isc u ss io n  of sex and fam ily  r o l e  images in  t e l e v i s io n  
com m ercials, po in t out t h a t  men as w ell as women are 
d ep ic ted  in  s t e r e o ty p ic a l  r o l e s  with women being portrayed  
a s  e i t h e r  sex-goddesses ( i f  s in g le )  o r e t e r n a l  mothers ( i f  
m a rr ie d ) ,  while men a re  p o rtrayed  as suave , s o p h i s t ic a te d ,  
and sexy only when seen away from t h e i r  f a m i l ie s .  In 
c o n t r a s t ,  fam ily  men a re  seen a s  incom petent bumblers. 
Wald*s (1975) c o l le c t io n  of ad v e rt isem en ts  d e p ic tin g  women 
fo r  th e  years  1865-1945 in  p a r t i c u l a r  seems to  s u f f e r  from a 
la ck  of sy s tem a tic  a n a ly s i s .  The montage lay o u t of the 
adv e rtisem en ts  in  Wald's c o l l e c t io n  may be p leas in g  to  the  
eye, but i t  i s  confusing  to  th ose  who wish to  use the
4. By " s c i e n t i f i c ^ "  t h i s  au th o r  means an a n a ly s is  which has 
used th e  s c i e n t i f i c  method and a l l  which t h a t  e n t a i l s ,  such 
as  an a ttem pt to  be o b je c t iv e ,  using  a random and 
r e p re s e n ta t iv e  sample where t h i s  i s  p o s s ib le ,  e t c .  This i s  
no t to  suggest t h a t  such " u n s c ie n t i f i c "  l i t e r a t u r e  does not 
serve u se fu l  fu n c t io n s  such as  g en e ra tin g  t e s t a b l e  
hypotheses and making people aware of p o s s ib le  sex and 
fam ily  ro le  s te re o ty p in g .
6ad v e rt isem en ts  f o r  an a n a ly s i s  of t r e n d s .  S im ila r  problems 
a re  found in  Wald’s (1977) a n a ly s is  o f a d v e r t is in g  d ep ic t in g  
men. F in a l ly ,  Goffman (1976), in  a somewhat more in -d e p th  
y e t  u n s c i e n t i f i c  a n a ly s i s  of magazine a d v e r t i s in g ,  comes to  
a number of c o n c lu s io n s .  For example, he f in d s  t h a t  males 
a re  p ro trayed  as being more a u t h o r i t a t i v e  and p ro te c t iv e  
while fem ales a re  pro trayed  as  more g e n t le ,  a f f e c t i o n a t e ,  
and dependent.
There a r e ,  however, s e v e ra l  more s c i e n t i f i c  an a ly se s  
which a r r i v e  a t  very s im i l a r  co n c lu s io n s .  Courtney and 
Lockeretz (1971), s tudy ing  a d v e r t is in g  published  in  1970 
gen e ra l i n t e r e s t  magazines, conclude t h a t  accord ing  to  such 
ad s , a women*s p lace  i s  in  the  home, women do not make 
im portan t d e c is io n s ,  women a re  dependent, need male 
p ro te c t io n ,  and a r e  sexua l p lay th in g s  f o r  men. F in a l ly ,  
an a ly se s  o f  t e le v ls o n  commercials by Courtney and Whipple
(1974) and an o rg a n iz a t io n  t i t l e d  Wopen on words and I mages
(1975) have found r e s u l t s  s im i la r  to  those  s tu d ie s  invo lv in g  
magazine a d v e r t i s in g .  Courtney and Whipple (1974s116) 
conclude t h a t  "women fo r  th e  most p a r t ,  con tinue  to  c lean  
house, la u n d e r ,  cook and se rv e  meals, while men give the  
o rd e rs  and advice and e a t  th e  m ea ls ."
In one o f  th e  few lo n g i tu d in a l  s tu d ie s  using  
a d v e r t i s in g  as  a da ta  so u rce , Venkatesan and Losco (1975) 
found t h a t  some of women’ s images i n  magazine ads published  
between 1959 and 1971 had changed while o th e rs  had remained 
e s s e n t i a l l y  th e  same. For example, th e  p o r t r a y a l  o f women
7as  sex o b je c ts  had decreased s in c e  1961, bu t th e  p o r t ra y a l  
of women as dependent on men had remained r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b le  
over th e  tim e per io d  covered.
Overemphasis £& g&IlalB l & a i l l  £2l 2£. w ith in  the  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  th e re  has been an overem phasis on th o se  fam ily  
ro le s  which we might expect to  change th e  l e a s t  due to  
economic i n e q u a l i t i e s ,  b io lo g ic a l  c ircu m stan ces , and o th e r  
s t r u c t u r a l  components. Here, I  am r e f e r r in g  to  th e  
o ccu p a tio n a l,  housework and c h i ld - r e a r in g  r o l e s  in the  
fam ily . For example. Brown (1978), in  an a n a ly s is  o f 
m arriage adv ice  a r t i c l e s  pub lished  in  women's magazines 
between 1900 and 1974, found t h a t  a lthough  fam ily  r o l e  
p r e s c r ip t io n s  had become more e g a l i t a r i a n ,  they  were s t i l l  
f a r  from advocating  t r u e  sexua l e q u a l i ty  in  th e  fam ily . A 
t r a d i t i o n a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  of r o l e s  p re v a i le d  with husbands 
p r im a r i ly  r e sp o n s ib le  f o r  economic p ro v is io n ,  and wives 
p r im a r i ly  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  household chores  and c h i ld - c a r e .  
Although changes in fam ily  r o l e s  o th e r  than economic 
p ro v is io n , household t a s k s ,  and c h i ld - r e a r in g  were 
in v e s t ig a te d  by Brown (1978), s p e c i f i c a l l y  decision-m aking 
and in te rp e r s o n a l  su pp o rt , o th e r  Im portan t fam ily  ro le s  were 
ignored.. As Nye (1976) has po in ted  o u t ,  th e re  are  o th e r  
fam ily  r o le s  which may exp e rien ce  change, such as  k in sh ip  
and r e c r e a t io n a l  r o l e s . *5 These however, have been la rg e ly  
Ignored in  re se a rc h  and p a r t i c u l a r ly  in  th e  lo n g i tu d in a l  
s tu d ie s .
5. An e x c e l le n t  example of th e  a h i s t o r i c a l  ben t of many 
s o c io lo g i s t s  i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  Nye (1976), while speaking of 
emerging and d e c lin in g  fam ily  r o l e s ,  o f f e r s  no lo n g i tu d in a l  
d a ta  in  h is  a n a ly s i s .
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ignored  in  the  h i s t o r i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  have been fam ily  
companionship and fam ily  in tim acy , and what re se a rc h  th e re  
i s  has tended to  use th e se  term s in te rch a n g eab ly ,  s im i la r  to  
th e  "fam ily  power and a u th o r i ty  mess" d iscussed  by 
S a f i l io s -R o th s c h i ld  (1972:539) and o th e r s .  Because of t h i s  
concep tual confusion  in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h i s  ch ap te r  w i l l  
"lump" th e se  term s to g e th e r  and d iscu ss  re se a rc h  re le v a n t  to  
companionship a n d /o r  in tim acy . However, in  a l a t e r  c h a p te r ,  
an attem pt w i l l  be made to  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  co ncep tu a lly  
between th e  two and provide o p e ra t io n a l  d e f in i t i o n s .
I f  "companionship has r i s e n  t o  become th e  s in g le  most 
valued a sp e c t  o f  m arr iag e ,"  as Blood and Wolfe (1960:150) 
a rgue , then  where i s  th e  evidence f o r  such change? 
H is to r ic a l  evidence in d ic a te s  t h a t  rom antic  love , one 
component of companionship and in tim acy , became an 
in c re a s in g ly  more im portan t a sp e c t  o f mate s e le c t io n  as we 
approached th e  end of th e  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry  (see fo r  
example, Lantz 1968, 1973, 1975, and 1977).
However, even in  terms of t h i s  component, we know l i t t l e  of 
th e  changees which occurred during  th e  tw e n t ie th  ce n tu ry .  
An excep tion  i s  B a r t e l ' s  (1968:54) a n a ly s i s  o f fam ily  
r e la t io n s h ip s  as expressed  in  magazine f i c t i o n  published 
between 1890 and 1955. He found a s h i f t  from m arriage as  
p a r tn e rsh ip  in  th e  l a t e  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry  to  a "growing 
emphasis on romance, a f f e c t u a l i t y ,  com panionship." However, 
o th e r  a sp e c ts  of companionship an d /o r  in tim acy  remain
unexplored in  an h i s t o r i c a l  sense . For example, a re  th e re
s p e c ia l  bonds between f a th e r s  and sons or mothers and 
daughters  as  Goffaan (1976:106) suggests?  I f  so , then have 
th e se  bonds- been c o n s ta n t  o r were they  s t ro n g e r ,  weaker, o r 
even rev e rsed  in  e a r l i e r  t im e s ,  as H arte l  (1968:51) 
sugges ts?  Does th e  s l i g h t  upward tren d  in  " a f f i l i a t i o n  
values" which S tra u s  and Houghton (1960) found expressed in 
4-H p u b l ic a t io n s  between 1924 and 1958 a lso  apply to  
companionship an d /o r  in tim acy  between fam ily  members? Has 
th e  presence  of c h i ld re n  always s ig n a led  a red u c tio n  in  
husband-wife companionship an d /o r  in tim acy  as  R o s e n b la t t 's  
(1974) re se a rc h  might su g g es t .  F in a l ly ,  Hacionis (1978), in  
an e x p lo ra to ry  a n a ly s is  o f what he terms " in tim acy "*6 
suggests  t h a t  family ro le  s t r u c tu r e  might have an in f lu en ce  
on " in tim acy" with th o se  of more egual s t a tu s  being more
" in t im a te ."  He f u r th e r  su g g es ts  t h a t  fam ily  l i f e  cyc le
changes, w ith the  concom ittan t s h i f t s  i n  r o le  s t r u c tu r e ,  
might in f lu e n c e  fam ily  " in t im a c y ."  However, a t  p re se n t ,  both 
in s ig h t s  la c k  em p ir ica l  ev idence.
6 . H acion is* ’ (1978) measurement te c h n iq u e ,  which he adm its 
i s  " a t  b e s t ,  an im perfec t measure o f in tim acy ,"  i l l u s t r a t e s  
one aspec t o f th e  concep tual confusion between in tim acy and 
companionship. H acionis combines item s concerned with 
shared a c t i v i t y  and item s concerned with in te rp e r s o n a l  
d i s c lo s u re . From t h i s  a u th o r 's  p e r sp e c t iv e ,  th e  f i r s t
a sp e c t  i s  r e a l l y  a measure of companionship, whereas the  
second a sp e c t  i s  more a measure of in tim acy . See page 36 
fo r  a more indep th  d isc u ss io n  o f  th e  d i s t in c t io n  between 
companionship and in tim acy .
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Overemphasis on husbands and JllZSS- Another n o tab le  
d e f ic ie n c y  In  th e  re se a rc h  has been an overemphasis on 
husband and wife r o l e s  (in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  th e  v ife * s* 7 ) ,  
accompanied by a la c k  of concern with th e  r o l e s  of o th e r  
fam ily  members such as b ro th e r s ,  s i s t e r s ,  and extended 
fam ily  members such as g ran d p a ren ts .  I f  th e re  a re  
r e l a t i v e l y  agreed upon n o tio n s  o f  the  " id e a l  c h i l d , "  a s  
Baina (1975) found, then  have th ese  n o t io n s  gone through 
p e r io d s  of change? I f  so, then  when and why? Has the  
American fam ily  become " c h i ld -c e n te re d "  as  Demos and Demos 
(1962:212) sugg est?  F in a l ly ,  th e  no tio n  t h a t  th e  n u c lea r  
fam ily  i s  i s o l a t e d  from i t s  extended kin has been put to  
r e s t  by re s e a rc h  which in d ic a te s  t h a t  extended kin perform a 
number o f fu n c t io n s  in  modern s o c ie ty  ( fo r  a review of t h i s  
re s e a rc h ,  see  Adams, 1970). However, when and why th e se  
fu n c tio n s  may have changed remains a fuzzy a rea  of fam ily  
soc io logy .
L&S& 2 l  l a I l l s  SlSlS fiBEEfiasI- The f i n a l  
l im i t a t i o n  o f  th e  re se a rc h  i s  a d e f ic ie n c y  common to  fam ily  
socio logy  i n  g en e ra l:  th e  la ck  of a fam ily  l i f e  cyc le
7. In genera l^  " th e re  has been an overemphasis on women* s 
r o le s .  This l im i t a t io n  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  ev iden t when one 
looks a t  th e  re se a rc h  concerning sex and fam ily  ro le s  in  
a d v e r t i s in g .  Bardwick and Schumann (1967), Goffman (1976), 
and Raid (1977) a re  among th e  few who have bothered  to  s tudy  
mal? sex and fam ily  r o l e s  as  d ep ic ted  in  a d v e r t i s in g ,  and 
even th ese  a re  g u i te  " u n s c i e n t i f i c . "
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approach. "The l i f e  cy c le  of th e  fam ily  i s  a t e rn  t h a t  has 
been u s e d . . . i n  re fe re n c e  to  th e  success ion  o f  c r i t i c a l  
s ta g e s  through which th e  t y p i c a l  fam ily  passes  during i t s  
l i f e  span" (G lick , 1977:5). As Hareven (1977:340) say s ,
" fa m il ie s  and households evolve d i f f e r e n t  types  of 
s t r u c tu r e s ,  o rg a n iz a t io n s  and r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  which are  
g e n e ra lly  obscured in  th e  snapshot approach ,"  th u s  
i l l u s t r a t i n g  th e  need fo r  a fam ily  l i f e  cy c le  approach. For 
example, a re  c e r t a in  fam ily  r o l e  changes necessa ry  during  
th e  p o s t - re t i re m e n t  y e a rs ,  a s  H ed ley 's  (1977:9) re se a rc h  
suggests?  o th e r  fam ily  r o l e  ad justm en ts  would seem to  be 
a lso  necessary  as th e  fam ily  p asses  through th e  honeymoon, 
c h i ld r e a r in g ,  and empty n e s t  s t a g e s .  Also, how do th e  r o le s  
of extended k in  change as  the  fam ily  passes  through i t s  l i f e  
cyc le?  F in a l ly ,  how does fam ily  companionship and in tim acy  
change a t  s p e c i f i c  l i f e  cy c le  s tag es?
Overcoming Previous L im ita t io n s
The s tudy  of fam ily  l i f e  has become in c re a s in g ly  
popu la r , no t only to  s o c ia l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  but to  people in  
g en e ra l .  * Our newspapers and booksto res  abound with 
l i t e r a t u r e  designed t o  improve fam ily  l i f e .  In c re a s in g ly ,  
t e l e v i s io n  i s  d ea lin g  with f a m i ly - re la te d  is s u e s  in  both 
documentary and e n te r ta in m e n t fo rm ats . College cou rses  
d ea lin g  w ith fam ily  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  a re  being o f fe re d  in  
In c reas in g  numbers. o v e r a l l ,  one would have to  conclude 
t h a t  the  w e ll-b e in g  o f th e  fam ily  i s  o f  v i t a l  concern to  
to d a y 's  American. In  o rder t o  meet adequate ly  t h i s  demand
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f o r  a c c u ra te  in fo rm ation  on fam ily  l i f e ,  we must overcome 
th e  shortcom ings of th e  p rev ious  re sea rch  whenever p o s s ib le .
In b r i e f ,  th e  p rev ious  re se a rc h  has su f fe re d  from a 
la ck  of h i s t o r i c a l  evidence to  document change, a d is reg a rd  
fo r  how fam ily  r o l e s  change throughout th e  l i f e  cy c le ,  and 
an overemphasis on c e r t a in  fam ily  members and c e r t a in  fam ily  
r o l e s .  What t h i s  means fo r  the  s o c ia l  s c i e n t i s t  as well as 
th e  everyday consumer of fam ily  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  t h a t  they  may 
no t be g e t t in g  ac cu ra te  in fo rm a tio n . The im p lic a t io n s  of 
t h i s  can be f a r - re a c h in g .  Not only a re  in d iv id u a l  fam ily  
members p o t e n t i a l l y  in f lu en ce d  by t h i s  in fo rm a tio n , but so 
a re  th o se  employed in  fam ily  s e rv ic e  agen ices .
The main c o n t r ib u t io n  o f the  p re sen t  study i s  i t s  
emphasis on an a n a ly s is  of the  h i s t o r i c a l  and family 
cy c le changes in  th e  images o f fam ily  l i f e  dep ic ted  in  
magazine a d v e r t is in g  published  between 1920 and 1978. The 
lo n g i tu d in a l  design allow s us to  address  i s s u e s  of change in  
fam ily  l i f e  l e g i t im a te ly ,  a t  l e a s t  as dep ic ted  in  magazine 
a d v e r t is in g .  The tim e has come in  fam ily soc io logy  when we 
must e i t h e r  s top  ta lk in g  about change i f  th e  data  do not 
inc lu d e  a t  l e a s t  two time p o in ts  (and p re fe ra b ly  more), o r 
we must seek out and use th o se  da ta  sources  which make t h i s  
p o s s ib le .
To th e  e x te n t  t h a t  adv e rtisem en ts  a re  a good r e f l e c t i o n  
of s o c i e t a l  va lues  (see Chapter I I ) , t h i s  s tudy  allow s us to  
dea l with a number of a reas  o f  fam ily  l i f e  which u n t i l  now 
have been l a r g e ly  ignored or which re q u ire  f u r th e r  a n a ly s i s .
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For example, t h i s  study goes beyond th e  usua l emphasis on 
women's r o l e s  and looks a t  h i s t o r i c a l  and l i f e  cy c le  changes 
in  th e  c o n t r ib u t io n  of a l l  fam ily  members to  fam ily l i f e .  
The overemphasis on women's r o l e s  has been a major 
d e f ic ie n c y ,  s in c e  the whole i s s u e  o f  e q u a l i ty  in  th e  fam ily  
must be concerned with changes in  both male and female 
r o l e s .  In  a d d i t io n ,  g u es tlo n s  concerning such a reas  of 
fam ily  l i f e  as companionship, in tim acy , and fo rm a li ty ,  not 
d e a l t  with ex te n s iv e ly  before  in  an h i s t o r i c a l  o r l i f e  cyc le  
p e r sp e c t iv e ,  a re  in v e s t ig a te d .  For example, has in tim acy  
between husbands and wives, a t  l e a s t  as dep ic ted  in
ad v e r t isem en ts .  Inc reased  o r  decreased  with the
e v e r - in c re a s in g  autonomy of tw e n t ie th  cen tu ry  wives?
In conc lu s ion , the  im portance of t h i s  s tudy  can be 
summarized by p o in t in g  ou t t h a t  fam ily  s o c io lo g i s t s  have 
le a rn e d ,  o f te n  th e  hard way, t h a t  w idely -he ld  assum ptions
about fam ily  l i f e  in  th e  p a s t  need to  be t e s t e d .
CHAPTER I I
IHA6ES AND MAGAZINE ADVERTISING
m  yppgmagg si Igaass is. Sssisi hits
Of a l l  oar s e n se s ,  s ig h t  p lays  the  g r e a te s t  p a r t  in
he lp ing  us t o  i n t e r p r e t  and organize  our world. " I t  i s
e s t im a ted  t h a t  e ig h ty  percen t of a l l  our im pressions a re
re ce iv e d  through th e  eyes" (Baker, 1961). Not only do our
eyes allow us t o  p e rce iv e  th e  "world out t h e r e ,"  but they
a ls o  play  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  in  th e  c o n s tru c t io n  of a "shared
image" of s o c i a l  l i f e .* 1  They allow us t o  sgg an ex ten s iv e
range of human behav ior as well as th e  consequences of such
a c t io n .  In  a sen se , we look to  o th e r s  when c o n s tru c tin g  our
image of s o c i a l  l i f e .  I t  i s  through th e  r e c ip ro c a l  viewing
o f  each o thers*  behavior t h a t  an agreed upon or shared image
of s o c i a l  l i f e  i s  c o n s tru c te d .  This shared image allow s fo r
in c re a se d  consensus concerning what " i s "  and "ought to  b e ."
The r e s u l t  o f t h i s  shared  image i s  s o c i a l  cohesion . As
Boulding (1956:6h) says :
The b as ic  bond of any s o c ie ty ,  c u l tu r e ,  
s u b c u l tu re ,  or o rg a n iz a t io n  i s  a "p u b lic  image," 
t h a t  i s ,  an image th e  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
of which a re  shared  by th e  in d iv id u a ls  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  th e  group.
*»-' In t h i s  case" l"  am using  the  term "image" to  r e f e r  to  the  
conception  of s o c i a l  l i f e  which each o f us c a r r i e s  around in  
h i s  o r  her mind.
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I t  i s  n o t ,  however, only th e  viewing o f o th e r  p e rso n s '
behavior which c o n t r ib u te s  to  the  c o n s tru c t io n  of t h i s
shared  in ag e . The v is u a l  media a l s o  c o n t r ib u te .  Americans
a re  p a r t i c u l a r ly  v isual-m inded . "Never before  in  h i s to r y
have so many people rece ived  messages, day a f t e r  day by
means of p ic tu re s "  (Baker, 1961). The v i s u a l  images*2
appearing  in  a d v e r t i s in g ,  or what might be r e f e r r e d  to  as
"popu lar im agery ,"  a lso  fu n c tio n  in  a r e c ip r o c a l  manner.
Popular imagery,
. . . r e f l e c t s  popular views s ince  i t  aims to
p lease  and persuade th e  v iew er, but i t  a lso
in f lu en ce s  popular a t t i t u d e s  s in ce  th e  repea ted  
messages form and re in fo rc e  s tan d ard s  and norms.
(Wald, 1975:5)
I t  i s  p re c is e ly  t h i s  c o n tr ib u t io n  of popular imagery to the  
c o n s tru c t io n  of a shared  image of s o c ia l  l i f e  which makes i t  
a da ta  source of i n t e r e s t  to  th e  fam ily  s o c io lo g i s t .
The Growth of Magazines and Magazine A d v er tis in g
One source o f  popular imagery i s  found in  commercial 
magazines. Both the a r t i c l e s  and ad ve rtisem en ts  th e r e in  
o f f e r  us a view of p re v a i l in g  c u l t u r a l  va lues . The 
magazines them selves have gone through a s i g n i f i c a n t  
metamorphosis. They have not always been th e  s l i c k ,  
r e l a t i v e l y  inexpensive , and m id d le -c la ss  form of mass media 
t h a t  we a re  f a m i l ia r  with today . Early  magazines (1700 's  
and e a r ly  1800's )  were expensive and a lso  tended to  r e f l e c t  
r e g io n a l  va lu es  because of th e  high c o s t  of p o s ta l  r a t e s
ir^H ereJ  "the"term "image" r e f e r s  to  th e  a c tu a l  p ic tu re s  used 
in  ad v e r t isem en ts .
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(Greene, 1 9 7 0 :2 3 ). In  t h is  sen se , e a r ly  Magazines were 
"class** Magazines as opposed to  "mass" m agazines.
Another aspec t o f th e  metamorphosis of magazines i s  the  
f a c t  t h a t  a d v e r t is in g  has no t always been p a r t  o f  magazine 
c o n te n t .
Hany p u b lish e rs  of e a r ly  American magazines were 
no t in t e r e s t e d  in  accep ting  a d v e r t is in g  fo r  
t h e i r  p u b l ic a t io n s ,  and th e  magazines them selves 
were not e s p e c ia l ly  a t t r a c t i v e  to  a d v e r t i s e r s  as 
conveyors o f  t h e i r  s a le  messages. (Gaw, 
1961:265)
At l e a s t  p a r t  of th e  reason  fo r  a d v e r t is e r s *  i n i t i a l  lack  o f  
i n t e r e s t  in  th e  magazine as  a medium d e a ls  with th e  " c la s s "  
versus "mass" magazine fo rm at. In  o rder t o  reach a 
s u b s ta n t ia l  p o r t io n  o f th e  buying market, a d v e r t i s e r s  had to  
w ait u n t i l  th e  t r a n s i t i o n  to  "mass" magazines had taken 
p lace  around 1914. Also, changes in  th e  p h y s ic a l  lay o u t  of 
magazines may have c o n tr ib u te d  to  a t t r a c t i n g  a d v e r t i s e r s . *3 
For example, around 1913-1914, a dram atic change occurred in  
th e  s iz e  o f  magazines. The "quarto"  s iz e  page, which 
a d v e r t i s e r s  favo red , was adopted by many mass magazines, 
favo red . P r io r  to  t h i s ,  most a d v e r t is in g  was sim ply lumped 
to g e th e r  on th e  l a s t  pages of each i s s u e .  The in t ro d u c t io n  
o f l a r g e r  pages perm itted  the  a d v e r t i s e r  " to  experim ent w ith 
arrangem ents of a r t  and copy fo r  th e  b e s t  d is p la y  of t h e i r  
message and could e a s i ly  accommodate e d i t o r i a l  m atte r  
a longside  th e  a d v e r t is in g "  (P e te rson , 1964:32).
3' . " i t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  i t  was p re ssu re  from th e  a d v e r t i s e r s  
them selves which in s t ig a te d  these  p h y s ica l  changes.
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T echnolog ica l advances such a s  photoengraving and 
photography a lso  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  growth o f magazine 
a d v e r t is in g  by transfo rm ing  i t  i n to  an in c re a s in g ly  v is u a l  
phenomenon. Since 1920, a d v e r t is in g  t e x t  has been g e t t in g  
sm a lle r  and th e  p ic tu r e  has been g e t t in g  l a r g e r .  The 
"quarto** s iz e  page allowed fo r  even la rg e r  p ic tu r e s  which 
le ad  to  in c re a se d  re a d e rsh ip  (Baker, 1961).
I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  th e  in tro d u c t io n  of a d v e r t is in g  on a 
l a rg e  s c a le  which skyrocketed  th e  "mass** magazine in d u s try .  
By 1946, accord ing  to  th e  Magazine A dvertis ing  Bureau, 70 to  
80 percen t of a l l  persons f i f t e e n  o r o ld e r  read  one or more 
of the  t h i r t y - f i v e  o r  f o r ty  le a d in g  magazines in  th e  Onited 
S ta te s .
The a d v e r t is in g  in d u s try  i t s e l f  became in c re a s in g ly  
dependent on m arketing re se a rc h  fo r  i t s  success  and between 
1910 and 1920, marketing re se a rc h  made major advances 
(F e rb e r, 1974 :1-7). In  th e  e a r ly  s ta g e s ,  t h i s  re se a rc h  
c o n s is te d  of l i t t l e  more than  c o l le c t in g  da ta  on readers* 
s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  age, sex , m a r i ta l  s t a t u s ,  e t c .  However, the  
in c re a s in g  number of name brands lead to  in c reased  
com petition  and the  in t ro d u c t io n  of more s o p h is t ic a te d  
m arketing tech n iq u es  such a s  m o tiv a tio n a l  an a ly s is . .  I t  i s  
t h i s  in c re a s in g ly  s o p h is t ic a te d  and s c i e n t i f i c  a n a ly s is  
c a r r ie d  out by marketing re s e a rc h e r s  and a d v e r t i s e r s  which 
i s  c e n t r a l  t o  any d iscu ss io n  a s  to  whether a d v e r t is in g  
r e f l e c t s  o r shapes c u l tu r a l  v a lu e s .
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The hey t o  understand ing  whether a d v e r t i s in g  r e f l e c t s  
o r  shapes c u l t u r a l  va lues  concerns th e  purpose of 
a d v e r t i s in g .
A dvertis ing  i s  a d i s t i n c t i v e  form of 
communication in  t h a t  i t  e x i s t s  to  communicate a 
message th e  s o le  purpose o f  w h i c h , . . i s  to  
con vert  p o te n t ia l  consumers in to  a c tu a l  
consumers. (Hillum, 1975:39)
i n  s h o r t ,  th e  purpose of a d v e r t i s in g  i s  to  s e l l  a p roduc t.
To do t h i s ,  the  su c c e ss fu l  a d v e r t i s e r  must f i r s t  g e t  th e
a t t e n t io n  o f  p o t e n t i a l  consumers and, secondly , and more
im p o r ta n t ly ,  hold t h e i r  a t t e n t io n  long enough to  communicate
th e  s a le s  message. The f i r s t  s te p  in  th e  p ro c e s s ,  t h a t  i s
a t t r a c t i n g  a t t e n t i o n ,  could be accomplished with th e  use of
what might be c a l le d  avan t-g a rd e  Imagery. Unusual o r
b iz a r r e  imagery does a t t r a c t  a t t e n t i o n ,  p o ss ib ly  even more
e f f e c t i v e ly  than  usual everyday scenes . However, in  o rd e r
to  hold t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n ,  p o t e n t i a l  consumers must be ab le  t o
"see  them selves" in  th e  s o c ia l  world which th e  a d v e r t i s e r
has co n s tru c te d  around the  p roduc t. This c a l l s  f o r  popular
imagery which i s  both f a m i l i a r  and c o n s i s te n t  with
p re v a i l in g  c u l t u r a l  s ta n d a rd s .  As Baker (1961) p o in ts  o u t ,
. . . a  r e a d e r 's  r e lu c ta n c e  to  become p a r t  of a 
p ic tu r e  which goes a g a in s t  h i s  moral g ra in  i s  
seldom a conscious r e a c t io n .  Bather i t  i s  
au tom atic . He may tu rn  the  p a g e . . .b e f o r e  the  
a d v e r t i s e r  even has a chance to  f u l l y  p re se n t  
h i s  c a se .
S ince a d v e r t is in g  i s  designed fo r  mass consumption, i t  
i s  no t the  values  o f in d iv id u a l  p o t e n t i a l  consumers which 
a re  of importance to  the a d v e r t i s e r ,  but r a th e r  th e  v a lu e s
of t h a t  p a r t  of th e  p o p u la tio n  which com prises th e  l a r g e s t  
segment of the  buying p u b l ic ,  i . e ,  th e  m id d le -c la s s .  
T here fo re , a d v e r t is in g  can be s a id  to  r e f l e c t  m id d le -c la ss  
c u l t u r a l  v a lu e s .  The s h a p iy r o f c u l t u r a l  va lues  i s  l e f t  to  
th e  few in  the bus iness  o f s e l l i n g  who "a re  w il l in g  to  
undertake th e  r is k y  assignm ent of changing and r e f in in g  
p u b lic  t a s t e "  <Baker, 1961).. The su c c e s s fu l  a d v e r t i s e r  
a s c e r ta in s  what p o t e n t i a l  consumers want and then  g iv es  i t  
t o  them.
Em pirical support f o r  th e  co n te n t io n  t h a t  
ad v e rtisem en ts  r e f l e c t  c u l t u r a l  va lu es  seems to  be sp a rse .  
This co n ten tio n  appears to  be more an a c t  o f  f a i t h  on th e  
p a r t  of a d v e r t i s e r s .  However, some em p ir ic a l  support was 
provided by Bauer and Greyser (1968). In t h e i r  a n a ly s is  of 
a d v e r t is in g  they  found t h a t  one o f the  reaso n s  most o f te n  
mentioned (18 percent) f o r  l ik in g  an advertisem en t was t h a t  
th e  respondent " f e l t  I  was in  th e  s i t u a t i o n . "  S im i la r ly ,  th e  
reason most o f te n  mentioned (50 percen t)  f o r  f in d in g  an 
advertisem ent o ffe n s iv e  was t h a t  i t  v io la te d  th e  responden ts  
moral v a lu es . E v id en tly  th en , su c c e s s fu l  ad v e rtisem en ts  
w i l l  not only allow the  view ers to  "see  them se lf"  in  the  
ad v e rtisem en t, but w i l l  a lso  be sure to  r e f l e c t  the  
p re v a i l in g  moral values.. A d v e r t is e rs  appear to  have been 
very s u c c e s s fu l  a t  t h i s  s in ce  only 5 p e rcen t  of th e  9,325 
adv ertisem en ts  ana lysed  by Bauer and G reyser (1968) were 
ra te d  as o f fe n s iv e .
A re c e n t  and c o n t ro v e r s ia l  i s s u e  i s  th e  p o r t ra y a l  o f 
women in  a d v e r t i s in g -  Host of th e  re se a rc h  su gges ts  t h a t  
" th e  p ic tu re  as a whole does f a i l  t o  show th e  t r u e  range of 
women's r o l e s  w ith in  our so c ie ty "  (Courtney and L ockere tz , 
1971:94). This could be used to  support th e  argument t h a t  
a d v e r t is in g  i s  not a good r e f l e c t io n  o f c u l t u r a l  v a lu es  
concerning family l i f e .  However, a s  p re v io u s ly  d isc u sse d ,  
a d v e r t i s e r s  a re  well aware of such values and use them fo r  
t h e i r  own p r o f i t ,  c o n s is te n t  with i t s  co n se rv a tiv e  n a tu re ,  
a d v e r t is in g  i s  not concerned with advocating  s o c ia l  change. 
Given th a t  th e  job of a d v e r t i s e r s  i s  no t to  a l t e r  the s t a t u s  
quo but t o  s e l l  a product or s e rv ic e ,  advertisem en ts  do pgt  
r e f l e c t  what fam ily l i f e  va lues "ought to  b e ,"  but r a th e r  
what th e  fam ily l i f e  va lues  a re  a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  tim e. 
Wagner and Banos (1973:214) a re  i n s i g h t f u l  when they  p o in t 
ou t t h a t
While a number of c r i t i c s  have m aintained th a t  
a d v e r t i s in g  i s  not moving f a s t  enough in  
c o r r e c t ly  p o rtray in g  women's changing r o le  in  
s o c ie ty ,  i t  i s  d e s i r a b le  t o  po in t ou t t h a t  over 
50% of married women a re  no t working o u ts id e  the 
home and t h a t  a s u b s ta n t i a l  percen tage  of those  
employed s t i l l  co n s id e r  t h e i r  ro le  a s  homemaker 
as Im portan t.
In a d d i t io n  to  r e f l e c t i n g  c u l t u r a l  v a lu e s ,  
ad v e rtisem en ts  a lso  r e in fo rc e  e x is t in g  values  by re p e a te d ly  
p re se n t in g  th e s e  va lues  befo re  th e  p u b lic .  "A dv ertis ing  
uses the  d isco u rse  o f words and images t o  b r in g  about the  
d ia lo g u e  of values" (Leymore, 1975:v i i i ) .  At th e  sane t im e , 
i t  i s  im portan t to  keep in  mind th a t  ad v e r t ise m e n ts ,  
a lthough  r e f l e c t i n g  and re in fo rc in g  e x is t in g  c u l t u r a l
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v a lu e s ,  do not n e c e s s a r i ly  r e f l e c t  c u l t u r a l  r e a l i ty *  To 
paraphrase  tlillum (1975:44), i f  ad v e rtisem en ts  d id  r e f l e c t  
r e a l i t y , th e r e  would be f a r  more p ic tu r e s  of slums, 
u n a t t r a c t iv e  people, and broken-down c a r s ,  than o f  e le g a n t
town houses, b e a u t i fu l  peop le , and s leek  new automobiles*
I t  i s  no t th e  r e a l i t y  of such item s th a t  i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  
a d v e r t i s in g ,  but r a th e r  th e  "common a s p i r a t io n s "  fo r  such 
item s and in  t h a t  sense a r e f l e c t i o n  of c u l t u r a l  v a lu es .
The a d v e r t i s in g  in d u s t ry ,  as was d iscussed  e a r l i e r ,  has
become in c re a s in g ly  s o p h is t ic a te d  and s c i e n t i f i c  in  the  a rea
of marketing re se a rc h  to  the po in t where, fo r  example,
BcLuhan (1971:229) say s .
No group of s o c io lo g i s t s  can approxim ate th e  ad 
teams in  g a th e r in g  and processing  of e x p lo i ta b le  
s o c ia l  d a ta .  The ad teams have b i l l i o n s  to
spend annually  on re sea rch  and t e s t i n g  of 
r e a c t io n s ,  and t h e i r  p roduc ts  a re  m agnificen t 
accum ulations of m a te r ia l  about th e  shared 
exp e riences  and fe e l in g s  of th e  e n t i r e
community*
A dvertisem ents, th e n ,  a r e  c u l t u r a l  a r t i f a c t s  l e f t  
behind from ano ther tim e which a re  p o te n t i a l l y  u sefu l to  the 
fam ily  s o c io lo g i s t  who may wish t o  excavate  and analyze 
them.
CHAPTER I I I
DATA COLLECTION AND METHODS OP ANALYSIS
Advertiseme n ts  a s  a  fiMa ££££££
There were s e v e ra l  reasons  fo r  choosing magazine 
ad v e rt isem en ts  as a da ta  so u rce .
R e f le c tio n  of fam ily  l i f e  va lue s .  Since g en e ra l 
i n t e r e s t  magazines in  them selves ten a  to  conform* to* r a th e r  
than  transform * c u l t u r a l  values* the  adve rtisem en ts  
con ta ined  th e r e in  a re  u se fu l  a s  h i s to ry  (Holder* 1973:267 
and 277). Therefore* as a lre ad y  d iscussed  in  Chapter II* 
magazine ad v e rtisem en ts  r e f l e c t  c u l t u r a l  values concerning 
fam ily  l i f e .  Advertisem ents do n o t r e f l e c t  how fa m il ie s  
a c tu a l ly  behaved* because in  a d v e r t is in g *  one g e ts  a very 
s t e r i l i z e d  image of fam ily  l i f e .  For in s tance*  c h i ld re n  are  
in f re q u e n tly *  i f  ever* d ep ic ted  a s  misbehaving. However* i t  
i s  e x a c t ly  t h i s  s t e r i l i z e d  image o f fam ily  l i f e  which can 
provide in fo rm a tio n  on the  va lues concern ing  fam ily  l i f e  
which e x is te d  a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  t im e.
A dvertisem ents avoid d i s t o r t i o n . S im ila r  to  Atwell*s 
(1978:2) d is c u ss io n  of fam ily  photographs as  a d a ta  source  
in  fam ily  sociology* th e  unob tru s ive  n a tu re  of 
ad v e rtisem en ts  ten d s  to  minimize d i s t o r t i o n  in  th e  sense 
t h a t  "imagery g e ts  away from r e c o l l e c t io n ."  In  o th e r  words, 
re ly in g  on th e  memories of responden ts  in  t e r n s  of the 
c u l t u r a l  v a lu es  concerning fam ily  l i f e  a t  p a r t i c u la r  tim es
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i n  h i s to ry  i s  shaky a t  b e s t .  As Webb e£ a^ . (1966:111)
say , **the p a l e s t  ink  i s  c l e a r e r  than  th e  bes t memory."
D is to r t io n  i s  a lso  avoided because a s  Curry and C larke 
(1977:21) p o in t  o u t ,  "one of th e  unique s t r e n g th s  of using  
th e  photograph as  a source of d a ta  i s  t h a t  i t  can p rese rve  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s . "  in  th e  p re se n t  s tu d y , th e  a d v e r t is in g  
photograph can v i s u a l ly  p re se rve  values concerning c e r t a in  
a s p e c ts  of fam ily  l i f e  which a re  e i t h e r  to o  p e rso n a l ,  too 
th r e a te n in g ,  o r simply below o n e 's  consc ious l e v e l .  As 
Goffman (1976:91) s a y s ,  " in  a d v e r t is e d  w orlds, however, we 
can look in  on alm ost e v e ry th in g ."
The use of ad v e r t ise m e n ts  a ls o  h e lp s  avoid d i s t o r t io n  
because, a s  opposed to  many o th e r  sources  o f in fo rm ation  
such a s  re sp o n d en ts  in  survey re se a rc h  o r  s u b je c ts  in  
o b se rv a tio n  and experim enta l re s e a rc h ,  the  adv ertism en t " i s  
t h e r e ,  s t a t i c ,  and a v a i la b le  fo r  s c ru t in y  and r e s c ru t in y  a t  
any t i n e "  (Hillum, 1975:53). I t  a llow s fo r  the  r e l a t i v e l y  
easy  recheck ing  of d a ta  a lre a d y  c o l le c te d  and fo r  th e  
g a th e r in g  o f a d d i t io n a l  in fo rm ation  i f  necessary .
A dvertis ing  j a y , when d ea lin g  w ith advertisem en ts  a s  a 
r e f l e c t i o n  of fam ily  l i f e  v a lu e s ,  a p o te n t i a l  problem a r i s e s  
in  t h a t  mass communication a d v e r t is in g  has been re g u la te d  by 
th e  F ed era l Trade Commission s in c e  1914. I t  i s  conceivab le  
t h a t  th e  p ro h ib i t io n  o f a d v e r t i s in g  fo r  some products  might 
l i m i t  th e  image of fam ily  l i f e  d e p ic te d .  Also, th e re  might 
be c e r t a in  a c t i v i t i e s  which a re  banned from being d ep ic ted  
in  a d v e r t i s in g ,  thereby  again  p o te n t i a l l y  in f lu e n c in g  the 
d e p ic t io n  o f fam ily  l i f e .  In  o rd e r  to  e s t im a te  th e  degree
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and p o ss ib le  e f f e c t s  of sach r e g u la t io n s ,  s e v e ra l  works on 
a d v e r t is in g  law, such as  G illm or and Barron (1969), were 
co n su lted .  This a u th o r 's  conc lusion  i s  t h a t ,  f o r  the  most 
p a r t ,  th e  F ed e ra l Trade commission has been concerned with 
f a l s e  and m islead ing  a d v e r t i s in g  and no t with r e g u la t in g  th e  
ty p es  of products  o r a c t i v i t i e s  which may appear in  
a d v e r t is in g .  As C arol J .  Jen n in g s , a t to rn e y  in  th e  
D iv is ion  of A dvertis ing  P ra c t ic e s  of th e  Federal Trade 
Commission, sa id  in  a re c e n t  (July  1978) l e t t e r  to  t h i s  
au th o r:
1 know of no j qdera l  s t a t u t e s  or re g u la t io n s  
which p ro h ib i t  the  a d v e r t is in g  of any products 
or s e rv ic e s  t h a t  can be o b ta in ed  l e g a l l y .  D ntil 
r e c e n t ly ,  some s t a t e s  have p ro h ib i te d  the 
a d v e r t is in g  of such th in g s  as  c o n tra c e p t iv e s ,  
p r e s c r ip t io n  drug p r ic e s ,  opthalm ic goods and 
s e r v ic e s ,  and le g a l  s e rv ic e s .  With regard  
t o . • • what k inds of a c t i v i t i e s  can be d ep ic ted  in  
p r in t  a d v e r t i s in g ,  th e s e  a re  m a tte rs  of t a s t e  
which a re  l e f t  t o  th e  d i s c r e t io n  of in d iv id u a l  
p u b l ic a t io n s .
E f f o r t s  to  o b ta in  in fo rm ation  on e i t h e r  th e  w rit ten  or 
unw ritten  a d v e r t i s in g  s tan d a rd s  o f  the  magazines used in  th e  
p re se n t  s tudy  proved u n su ccess fu l .  Based on th e  
aforem entioned in fo rm a tio n , i t  i s  t h i s  a u th o r 's  co n ten tio n  
t h a t  r e g u la t io n  o f  a d v e r t is in g  a t  e i t h e r  th e  f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e ,  
o r  magazine e d i t o r  l e v e l  does not pose any s ig n i f i c a n t  
d i s to r t io n  of fam ily  l i f e  va lu es  as dep ic ted  i n  magazine 
a d v e r t i s in g ,  with the  excep tion  of s t a t e  re g u la t io n s  a g a in s t  
th e  a d v e r t i s in g  of c o n t ra c e p t iv e s .  T herefo re , t h i s  s tudy  
does not speak to  th e  i s s u e  o f v a lu es  concerning 
c o n tra c e p t iv e  u se .
F i g u r e  1 .  M a g a z i n e s  S a m p le d  b y  Y e a r .
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There were s e v e ra l  reasons  fo r  choosing ad v e rtisem en ts  
pub lished  a f t e r  1920. F i r s t ,  as Chafe (1 9 7 2 :v i i i)  p o in ts  
o u t ,  " th e  p e r io d  a f t e r  1920, in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  has l a rg e ly  been 
ignored  by h i s t o r i a n s . "  P o ss ib ly ,  fam ily  h i s to r i a n s  f e e l  
t h a t  they a lre a d y  know about changes in fam ily  l i f e  during  
th e  tw e n tie th  cen tu ry  because of i t s  more re c e n t  n a tu re  and 
th e r e f o r e  have co ncen tra ted  most o f t h e i r  e f f o r t s  on e a r l i e r  
tim e p e r io d s . However, myths and m isunderstandings can a ls o  
e x i s t  about fam ily  l i f e  fo r  so re  re c e n t  time p e r io d s .  
Secondly, and from a more m ethodological p e rsp e c t iv e ,  the 
post 1920 tim e period  was chosen s in c e ,  as d iscussed  in  
Chapter I I ,  i t  was no t u n t i l  a f t e r  1914 t h a t  a d v e r t i s in g  
became an e s ta b l i s h e d  and i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of th e  
m a s s -c ir c u la t io n  magazine form at.
S e le c t io n  of magazines.  General i n t e r e s t  magazines, 
r a th e r  than  s p e c ia l ty  magazines, were used s in c e  they a re  
more l i k e l y  to  r e f l e c t  a wider range of fam ily  l i f e .  For 
example, women's magazines were not inc luded  because, as 
Courtney and Lockeretz (1971:93) p o in t  o u t ,  " they  are  
d i r e c te d  p r im a r i ly  toward women a s  housewives, whatever 
t h e i r  o th e r  r o l e s . "  F igure  1 i l l u s t r a t e s  the  
m id d le -c la s s ,* !  g en e ra l  i n t e r e s t  magazines used and th e  
y ea rs  sampled from each magazine. As can be seen , th e r e
1. Horgan and Leahy (1934), in  t h e i r  a n a ly s is  of the  
" c u l t u r a l  co n ten t"  o f  s e v e ra l  g en e ra l  i n t e r e s t  magazines, 
r a te d  each o f  th e  magazines used in  th e  p re se n t  re se a rc h  as 
m id d le -c la s s .
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were th re e  d i f f e r e n t  magazines from which ad v e rtisem en ts  
were s e le c te d  f o r  each year under in v e s t ig a t io n ,  with the 
excep tion  of 1920, This helped to  a ssu re  t h a t  any
d i f fe re n c e s  in  th e  images of fam ily  l i f e  were a r e s u l t  o f 
changes over time and not simply d i f f e re n c e s  in  the
e d i t o r i a l  p o l i c i e s  of s p e c i f i c  magazines.
C r i t e r i a  fo r  s e le c t in g  advertisem e n ts .  Only those  
ad v e rtisem en ts  i n  which i t  was obvious th a t  fam ily  members 
were d ep ic ted  were used in  th e  a n a ly s i s .  The ques tion— "How 
do we know t h a t  i t  i s  a fam ily  scene which i s  being 
dep ic ted ?"— immediately comes to  mind. The answer i s  t h a t
i f  i t  i s  im portan t to  th e  a d v e r t i s e r  to  make such a message 
c l e a r ,  then  he w i l l  do so e i t h e r  v e rb a l ly  or n o n -v e rb a lly .  
As Goffman (1976:83 and 91) say s ,  " the  po in t about an ad i s  
what i t s  composer meant us to  i n f e r  as to  what i s  going 
o n . . . a d s  a re  in t e n t io n a l ly  choreographed to  be unambiguous." 
o r as Opdegraff (1972:20) say s , " g re a t  ad vertisem en ts  a re  
always simple—always obv ious."  The p o in t  here  i s  t h a t  
because of th e  unambiguous and obvious n a tu re  of 
a d v e r t i s in g ,  viewers of ad v e rtisem en ts  "know" what i s  a 
fam ily  scene and what i s  n o t .  I t  i s  a s u b je c t iv e  judgement 
made by th e  viewer based upon th e  t o t a l  c o n f ig u ra t io n  of the 
ad v e r t ise m e n t.  However, in  a d d i t io n  to  t h i s  s u b je c t iv e  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  th e r e  a re  o b je c t iv e  c lu e s  which th e  viewer 
e i t h e r  consc iou s ly  o r  unconsc iously  employs in  h is
judgement. Tor example, th e  presence of wedding r in g s ,  
c h i ld re n ,  in t im a te  ap p a re l  such a s  pajamas and underwear.
Illustration 1. Example of Advertisement Depicting Family Life.
"Therms only one word for 
a wife who gives you dean dotnes 
without high utjfity bills. 
Terrific!”
WlBttl »
Cold Power cleaning in 
cold water.
The only thing that 
shrinks and fades is your utility bill.
C 1975. Coio«ia-Palmo<fv« Co
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Illustration 2. Example of Advertisement Depicting Family Life.
, . m
0.  k
You know there's a lot of children's 
medicine to choose from these days. But 
one brand seems to be getting special 
attention. Today, more pediatricians choose 
Children's TYLENOL® for their own 
youngsters, than any other brand of children's 
pain and fever reducer
What's more, Children's TYLENOL has 
the only children’s fever reducing medicine
0 ft
’  available in three convenient forms...... Drops 
for infants, Liquid and Chewable Tablets for 
older children. i ---------
So if you're concerned about. l l m c S n r  
what to give your children 
for fever ask a
TVlENO
MOfi 1 -
person you can 
trust...ask your 
pediatrician.
You can trust Children's TYLENOL. TVl ClJfir  
It's the one more pediatricians 
give their own children.
r - - r
MMlWWt
jn n y o tiq c h M t 
itMTvd qm wtnout
mms eofliaseattenf
TYLEMOL*is the N p M tffl trademark of the HcNatf C
- Srt—
RfhMtcMdrm%Mtsnaoii)
orthoutw m  caiTtteHm
______ w odninhoufdheabw H so fe U t*  Ubd d lraU onsnrttiflU
1 f iu d a o C o ,  j f a w h i j  it* b t o d  «f K f i im m p M . m N i t i  101,* -«Uk •
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fam ily  r i t u a l s  such as shared  meals and v i s i t i n g ,  pe rsona l 
a c t i v i t i e s  such as  ba th ing  and s le e p in g ,  a re  a l l  used to  
in d i c a t e  a fam ily  scene . Also, th e  t e x t  of an advertisem en t 
o f te n  c o n ta in s  e x p l i c i t  s ta tem en ts  concerning th e  fam ily  
r e l a t i o n s h ip s  of those  d e p ic te d .  As mentioned above, and to  
r e i t e r a t e ,  i t  i s  th e  g e s t a l t  o f a l l  th ese  c lu e s  which forms 
th e  b a s is  of th e  v ie w e r 's  judgement. I l l u s t r a t i o n s  1 and 2 
a re  examples of ad v e rtisem en ts  d e p ic t in g  fam ily  l i f e .  (See 
Appendix A f o r  a d d i t io n a l  examples of ad vertisem en ts  
d e p ic t in g  fam ily  scen es .)  I t  i s  t h i s  a u th o r 's  co n ten tio n  
t h a t  view ers of ad v e rtisem en ts  a re  extrem ely a c c u ra te  in  
th e s e  judgements. In  o rd e r  to  s u b s ta n t ia te  t h i s  co n ten tio n  
th r e e  magazine i s s u e s  were coded by both the  au thor and 
an o th e r  t r a in e d  coder in  term s of which ad vertisem en ts
d ep ic ted  fam ily  scenes . There was in te r - c o d e r  agreement on 
100 percen t o f  the  ad v e rt isem en ts .
S e le c t io n  ad v e r t ise m e n ts . A ll advertisem en ts
p ub lish ed  during  every f i f t h  year between 1920 and 1977, 
which met th e  above c r i t e r i a ,  were t a b u la t e d .*2 This
r e s u l t e d  in  a t o t a l  of 1489 adv e rtisem en ts .  From t h i s
t a b u la t io n ,  a sim ple random sample was chosen of ten
ad v e rtisem en ts  fo r  each o f th e  f iv e  fam ily  l i f e  cyc le  s ta g e s  
(see page 31 fo r  a d iscu ss io n  o f  th e se  s t a g e s ) , f o r  each of 
th e  13 y ea rs  under in v e s t ig a t io n .  This r e s u l te d  in  a
2. The year 1931 was s u b s t i tu t e d  fo r  1930 and th e  year 1936 
was s u b s t i tu t e d  f o r  1935 due to  th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of c e r t a in  
magazines.
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Table 1. Number of Advertisem ents Sampled By fe a r  
Family L ife  Cycle s ta g e .
and
Tear 1 2 3 4 5
1920 10 10 8 10 2 40
1925 10 10 10 10 9 49
1931 10 10 6 10 3 39
1936 10 10 6 10 3 39
1940 10 10 4 10 0 34
1945 10 10 8 10 1 39
1950 10 10 10 10 5 45
1955 10 10 10 10 2 42
1960 10 10 10 10 10 50
1965 10 9 10 10 6 45
1970 10 10 6 10 1 37
1975 10 5 2 10 1 28
1977 10 6 6 10 2 34
T o ta l  130 120 96 130 45 521
31
p o t e n t i a l  sample of 650 ad v e rtisem en ts .  In  a c tu a l i ty *  due 
in  p a r t i c u l a r  to  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  o b ta in in g  ad v e rtisem en ts  
d e p ic t in g  th e  p o s t -p a re n ta l  fam ily  l i f e  cyc le  stage* a t o t a l  
of 521 advertisem en ts  comprised th e  f i n a l  sample. Table 1 
in d ic a te s  th e  t o t a l  number of ad v e rtisem en ts  sampled by year 
and fam ily  l i f e  cy c le  s t a g e .  (See Tables Bl* B2* and B3 fo r  
th e  p ercen tage  of ad ve rtisem en ts  by magazine* year* and 
fam ily  l i f e  cyc le  r e s p e c t iv e ly ) .
Thg fling £f £&£ M lSm SlB SJ& S
Both th e  v e rb a l  and non-verbal components of th e  
ad v e rt isem en ts  were used in  th e  con ten t a n a ly s i s .  Bach of 
th e  ad v e rtisem en ts  was analyzed in  terms of the v a r ia b le s  
d iscu ssed  belov. A sample of the  coding sheet* designed to  
allow  f o r  both q u a n t i t a t iv e  and q u a l i t a t i v e  ana lys is*  
appears  in  Appendix B. Since a l l  of the  coding was done by 
th e  author* an i n i t i a l  check of i n t e r - r a t e r  r e l i a b i l i t y  was 
made. Twenty advertisem en ts  were coded by both the  au th o r  
and ano ther t r a in e d  coder in  o rder to  p in p o in t any necessa ry  
m ethodological changes before  th e  a c tu a l  co n ten t a n a ly s is  
was begun.
H is to r i c a l  t im e. This v a r ia b le  was measured by simply 
t a b u la t in g  th e  year when th e  advertisem ent was pub lished .
Family l i f e  c y c le . "The l i f e  cyc le  of th e  fam ily  i s  a 
term t h a t  has been used fo r  many years  in  re fe re n c e  to  the 
success io n  of c r i t i c a l  s ta g e s  through which th e  ty p ic a l  
fam ily  passes  during  i t s  l i f e  span*1 (Click* 1977:5) . As 
mentioned in  Chapter 1* th e  fam ily  l i f e  cyc le  has not o f te n
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enough f ig u re d  as an Independent v a r ia b le  In fam ily  
re se a rc h .  Hareven (1977:58) a p t ly  p o in ts  out th e  importance
•O *
o f  th e  fam ily  l i f e  cy c le  p e rsp e c t iv e :
s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  have o f te n  s tud ied  th e  fam ily 
as a m ono lith ic  i n s t i t u t i o n .  In  r e a l i t y ,  the 
fam ily  i s  in  c o n s ta n t  f lu x .  I t  i s  th e  scene of 
i n t e r a c t i o n  between v a r io u s  f l u id  in d iv id u a l  
l i v e s .  In d iv id u a l  t r a n s i s t i o n s  in to  and out of 
d i f f e r e n t  fam ily  r o l e s ,  such as leav in g  home,
g e t t in g  m arried , s e t t i n g  up an independent
household, commencement of parenthood, o r—a t  
th e  o th e r  end of the  cyc le— widowhood, are  
i n t e r r e l a t e d  w ith changes in  th e  fam ily  as a 
c o l l e c t iv e  u n i t .
In  th e  p re se n t  s tudy , th e  fam ily  l i f e  cy c le  i s  a 
c e n t r a l  independent v a r ia b le  in  i t s  own r i g h t ,  but i t  was 
a lso  used in  co n jun c tio n  w ith th e  h i s t o r i c a l  passage of 
tim e. In  o th e r  words, i t  i s  not enough to  in v e s t ig a te
changes in  fam ily l i f e  va lues  over the  fam ily  l i f e  cyc le  or
over h i s t o r i c a l  t im e . The p re se n t  study goes one s te p  
f u r th e r  by in v e s t ig a t in g  h i ^ o r i g y j. changes in  th e  e f f e c t s  
o f th e  fam ily  l i f e  cy c le  on fam ily  l i f e  v a lu es .
Due to  th e  n a tu re  of th e  d a ta  source  used in  t h i s  
s tu d y , th e  fo llow ing  fam ily  l i f e  cyc le  s ta g e s ,  which were 
r e l a t i v e l y  easy t o  i d e n t i f y ,  were used:
1. m arried , no c h i ld re n  (p re -p a re n ta l)
2. m arried , a l l  c h i ld re n  under s ix
з.. m arried , com bination o f c h i ld re n  under and 
over s ix
и. m arried , a l l  c h i ld re n  over s ix
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5. m arried, no c h i ld re n  a t  home (p o s t-p a re n ta l)  *3 
Each s ta g e  in d ic a te s  a change in  fam ily  s t r u c tu r e .  Age 
composition o f th e  c h i ld re n  i s  emphasized because c e r t a in  
c o n f ig u ra t io n s  allow fo r  g r e a te r  p o te n t i a l  p a r t i c ip a t i o n  by 
c h i ld re n  in  a sp e c ts  of family l i f e  such as fam ily  r o l e s ,  
companionship, in tim acy , and fo rm a li ty .  For example, i f  a l l  
th e  c h i ld re n  a re  under s ix ,  then  i t  i s  assumed th a t  i t  
becomes one or both of the  paren ts*  r e s p o n s i b i l i ty  to  
provide ca re  fo r  them. However, a fam ily  where some of the  
c h i ld re n  a re  under s ix  and some are  o ld e r  (p o ss ib ly  
teenag ers)  a llow s fo r  th e  sh a rin g  of c h i ld - r e a r in g  by 
p a re n ts  and o ld e r  s ib l in g s .
number of male and female c h i ld re n . The number of male 
and female c h i ld re n  dep ic ted  in  th e  advertisem ent was 
ta b u la te d  in  an e f f o r t  to  see i f  d i f f e r in g  numbers and 
sexu a l com position of ch ild ren  might have an e f f e c t  on 
a sp e c ts  of family l i f e  such as fam ily  r o l e s ,  companionship, 
in tim acy , and fo rm a li ty .  For example, in  term s of th e  
number of c h i ld re n ,  G lick (1977:11) e x p la in s  t h a t :
3. This typology s u f f e r s  from some of th e  same l im i t a t i o n s  
of most s ta g e  models of th e  fam ily  s ince  i t  i s  based on the  
co n v en tio n a l  s c r i p t  o f a m arriage th a t  bears  c h i ld re n  and 
su rv iv es  to  old  age. In a d d i t io n ,  i t  s u f f e r s  from a lack  of 
emphasis on th e  tim ing of fam ily  s ta g e  changes. However, 
due to  th e  na tu re  of th e  data  so u rce , t h i s  seemed th e  b e s t  
a l t e r n a t i v e .  For an in -d ep th  d isc u s s io n  of th e s e  
l i m i t a t i o n s ,  see E lder (1977).
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Growing up In  a fam ily  o f  fo u r  c h i ld re n  i s  g u i te  
d i f f e r e n t  in  many ways from growing up in  one of 
two c h i ld re n .  The l a r g e r  th e  fam ily , th e  l a r g e r  
the  p roportion  o f t i n e  th e  c h i ld re n  a re  l i k e l y  
to  spend i n t e r a c t i n g  with each o th e r ,  whereas 
the  sm a lle r  th e  fa m ily ,  th e  g r e a te r  the  
p roportion  of tim e th e  c h i ld re n  a re  l i k e l y  to 
spend in t e r a c t in g  with t h e i r  p a r e n t s . . . .
Family r o l e s . As opposed to  sex r o l e s ,  which emphasize 
male versus female i s s u e s ,  the  p re se n t  re se a rc h  analyzed th e  
r o le s  of a l l  family members, in c lu d in g  extended k in . The 
Q u a l i ta t iv e  a sp ec t of coding t h i s  v a r ia b le  involved  v e rb a l ly  
sp ec ify in g  in  d e t a i l  th e  a c t i v i t y  in  which th e  fam ily  member 
was engaged. The q u a n t i t a t iv e  coding involved a ss ig n in g  th e  
a p p ro p r ia te  num erical va lu e  in  te rm s of th e  Family RoJ.e Code 
l i s t e d  below. The s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a ly s is  o f t h i s  v a r ia b le  
involved computing th e  p ro p o rtio n  of ad v e r t ise m e n ts  t h a t  
d ep ic ted  a p a r t i c u l a r  fam ily  member in  a p a r t i c u l a r  fam ily  
ro le .  I t  should be remembered t h a t  one p a r t i c u l a r  person in  
th e  advertisem en t can f i l l  s e v e ra l  fam ily  p o s i t io n s .  For 
example, an ad u lt  male can f i l l  th e  p o s i t io n s  of husband (in 
r e l a t i o n  to  h is  w ife ) ,  f a th e r  (in  r e l a t i o n  to  h is  c h i ld r e n ) ,  
and son (in r e l a t i o n  to  h i s  p a r e n t s ) .
0 = P ersonal ca re
1 = Economic p rov is ion
2 = Household ta sk
3 = C h ild -c a re
4 = R ecreation
5 = T herapeu tic
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6 = Buying
7 -  G if t  g iv ing
8 = In de te rm in a te
9 -  Family member no t dep ic ted  
This v a r ia b le  measured those  fam ily
a c t i v i t i e s  which were shared  and which fam ily members shared  
in  th e se  a c t i v i t i e s .  Although the  s p e c i f ic  shared a c t i v i t y  
was Q u a l i ta t iv e ly  in d ic a te d ,  such as b ike  r id in g ,  feed ing  
i n f a n t ,  cooking, e t c . ,  the  fo llow ing  c a te g o r ie s  of 
p o t e n t i a l l y  shared a c t i v i t i e s  were used to  s t r u c tu r e  the  
q u a n t i t a t iv e  coding of companionship: economic p ro v is io n ,
household t a s k s ,  c h i ld - c a r e ,  r e c r e a t io n ,  t h e r a p e u t ic ,  
buying, and g i f t  g iv in g . The q u a n t i t a t iv e  coding involved  
a ss ig n in g  a num erical value which corresponded to  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  combination of fam ily  members sh a rin g  in  the 
a c t i v i t y .  The s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a ly s is  o f t h i s  v a r ia b le  
invo lved  computing th e  p roportion  o f ad v e r t isem en ts  t h a t  
d ep ic ted  p a r t i c u la r  fam ily  members sh a rin g  p a r t i c u l a r  
a c t i v i t i e s .
36
in tim acy .  C losely  a l l lg n e d  with th e  is su e  of 
companionship i s  in tim acy in  fam ily l i f e . *4 This v a r ia b le ,  
however, d i f f e r s  from companionship in  th e  sense t h a t  
companionship, a t  l e a s t  as used in  t h i s  a n a ly s i s ,  
n e c e s s a r i ly  im p lie s  a shared  a c t i v i t y  of some kind whereas 
in tim acy  does n o t .  For example, a husband and wife may 
sh a re  the  a c t i v i t y  of watching t e l e v i s io n  to g e th e r  
(companionship), but may do so by s i t t i n g  in  se p a ra te  c h a ir s  
( l e s s  in t im a te )  or c lo s e ly  holding each o th e r  (more 
in t im a te ) .  S im ila r ly ,  they  may be engaged in  se p a ra te  
a c t i v i t i e s :  th e  husband watching t e l e v i s io n  and th e  wife
read ing  a book (lack  of companionship) in  e i t h e r  the same 
room (more in t im a te )  o r in  s e p a ra te  rooms ( l e s s  i n t im a te ) .
This v a r ia b le  was measured by drawing on one of the 
bas ic  prem ises o f  Levinger and Gunner^s (1967) 
" In te rp e r s o n a l  G rid ;"  t h a t  premise being th a t  the  h o r iz o n ta l  
d is ta n c e  between persons i s  a measure o f  In tim acy . As 
Argyle (1975:311) says , " th e  degree o f l ik in g  f e l t  towards 
ano ther  i s  communicated by p h y s ica l  c lo s e n e s s ."  Several 
s tu d ie s  (Carlson and P r ic e ,  1966 and L i t t l e ,  1965) have 
e m p ir ic a l ly  supported th e  v a l i d i t y  of t h i s  measure of
a. Both th e  companionship and in tim acy  v a r ia b le s  a re  
concerned with th e  "separa ten ess-co n n ec ted n ess"  dimension of 
fam ily  l i f e  as  explained  by Hess and Handel (1959).
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in tim acy .
The Family In tim acy Index p resen ted  below was used to
code t h i s  v a r ia b le .  The cho ice  o f d is ta n c e s  designated  fo r
each le v e l  o f in tim acy  i s  adapted from th e  work of Hall
(1959). The de te rm in a tio n  o f th e  p h y s ica l d is ta n c e  between
fam ily  members in  th e  advertisem en t was no t based on a c tu a l
measured u n i t s ,  because o f  s c a l in g  problems, bu t r a th e r  on
s u b je c t iv e  e v a lu a t io n s  by th e  a u th o r .  I t  should be noted
t h a t  th e re  i s  disagrem ent in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  concerning
whether p h y s ica l  d is ta n c e  i s  a measure of in tim acy , or of
s t a t u s ,  o r  of bo th . For example, Sommer (1961) and L o tt  and
Sommer (1967), u s ing  p h y s ica l  d is ta n c e  as  a measure of
s t a t u s ,  found t h a t  those  of unequal s t a t u s  were p laced
f u r th e r  a p a r t  a t  t a b l e s ,  while p ee rs  were sea ted  c lo s e r
to g e th e r .  S ince both s id e s  of the  argument, p h y s ica l
d is ta n c e  * in tim acy  v e rsu s  p h y s ica l  d is ta n c e  = s t a t u s ,  are
supported  by em p ir ica l  evidence and s in ce  both make lo g ic a l
se n s e ,  choosing one over th e  o th e r  seems j u s t i f i e d .
Furtherm ore, in  support of th e  p h y s ica l  d is ta n c e  = in tim acy
s id e ,  Hehrabian (19 69:363) p o in ts  o u t ,  t h a t ,
Sommerrs (1967) review of s t a t u s  r e la t io n s h ip s  
and s p a t i a l  arrangem ents suggested  t h a t  perhaps 
body o r i e n ta t io n  of communicators, r a th e r  than 
th e  d is ta n c e  between them i s  a more im portant
v a r ia b le  f o r  th e  communication of s t a tu s
r e la t io n s h ip s .
EflSilX iB U a a S I  In3£3 
1 = R on-In tim ate (S 1/2 f e e t  or more between each 
o th er)
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2 = In t im a te  (w ith in  4 f e e t  o f  each o th e r ,  ba t not
touch ing  each o ther)
3 = Very In t im a te  (touch ing  each o ther)
fam ily  f o r n a l i t v *5 Webster*s New C o l le g ia te  D ic tio nary  
(1975) d e f in e s  fo rm a li ty  as  "ce rem o n ia l, prim, and 
c h a ra c te r iz e d  by p u n c t i l io u s  r e sp e c t  f o r  form ." Drawing on 
t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  fam ily  fo rm a li ty  d e a ls  with th e  degree o f 
" r e s e r v e ,"  " s t i f f n e s s , "  o r  " s tu f f in e s s "  e x h ib i te d  by the  
fam ily  members in  an ad v e rt isem en t. The measurement of t h i s  
v a r ia b le  was in  many ways s im i l a r  to  th e  d e c is io n  as  to  
whether or not an advertisem ent d ep ic ted  fam ily  members. 
Again, i t  i s  th e  a u th o r ’s co n ten tio n  th a t  viewers of 
ad v e r t isem en ts  "know" when they  a re  looking a t  a fam ily  
scene which i s  fo rm al. However, ag a in ,  c e r t a in  c lu e s  were 
used t o  b r in g  a degree of o b j e c t i v i t y  a s  well a s  p re c is io n  
concerning  th e  degree of fam ily  fo rm a li ty  to  th e  measurement 
o f  t h i s  v a r ia b le .  The fo llow ing  item s in d ic a t iv e  of 
fo rm a li ty  were ta b u la te d  i f  p re se n t  i n  th e  a d v e r t is e m e n t:*6
57- l - - wish™—to*"™thank Dr. Fred Samuels fo r  suggesting  t h i s  
v a r ia b le  as p a r t  o f th e  co n ten t  a n a ly s i s .  Contrary  to  my 
i n i t i a l  o p in ion , i t  proved to  be most i n t e r e s t i n g  and 
u s e fu l .
6 M o th e r  in d i c a to r s  of fo rm a li ty  such a s  f a c i a l  exp ress ion  
and body p o s tu re ,  a ltough  im p o rtan t ,  were no t amenable to  
coding from ad v e rt isem en ts  and th e r e fo r e  were not used, see 




form al h a t 
s u i t  
cane 
a sc o t
white g loves 
r a f f l e d  c o l l a r
gown o r fancy d re ss
fancy ha t
white g loves





o rna te  h a i r  s t y l e
I t  i s  im portan t t o  p o in t  out t h a t  th e se  item s were not 
determ ined beforehand , but r a th e r  they  emerged out of the 
co n te n t  a n a ly s is -  The Fam ily Z2MS11&I Score involved 
d iv id in g  th e  number of form al item s in  the  advertisem ent by 
th e  number o f  fam ily  members d ep ic ted .
According to  Fogel (1975:333), in  h is  a r t i c l e  on the
l i m i t s  of q u a n t i t a t i v e  methods in  h i s to ry :
The m ajo rity  probably  hold with Arthur 
S c h le s in g e r ,  J r .  t h a t  *almost a l l  im portan t 
q u e s t io n s  a r e  im portan t p re c is e ly  because they 
a re  no t s u s c e p t ib le  to  q u a n t i t a t iv e  an sw e rs .*
C e r ta in ly  th e r e  has been s tro n g  r e s i s t a n c e  by h i s to r i a n s  to
th e  in t ro d u c t io n  of q u a n t i t a t iv e  methods in to  t h e i r
d i s c i p l in e ,  bu t S ch les in ger (1962:770) goes too  f a r - *7
I m p l i c i t  in  h i s  s ta tem en t i s  th e  id e a  th a t  a l l  h i s t o r i c a l
q u es tio n s  which a re  s u s c e p t ib le  to  q u a n t i t a t iv e  methods are
unim portan t.
7 . For a d iscu ss io n  of t h i s  r e s i s t a n c e ,  see Rutman (1973).
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S o c io lo g is ts  tend  toward th e  o th e r  extreme with an
emphasis on q u a n t i f ic a t io n *  Of co u rse , n e i th e r  th e  s t r i c t
q u a l i t a t i v e  re se a rc h e r  nor th e  s t r i c t  q u a n t i t a t iv e  
re se a rc h e r  i s  c o r r e c t  i f  they  b l in d ly  re fu se  to  admit t h a t  
each method has i t s  advantages and d isadvan tages  as  well as  
re se a rc h  q u e s t io n s  to  which each i s  b e s t  s u i te d .
In th e  p re sen t s tu d y , both a q u a l i t a t i v e  and a
q u a n t i t a t iv e  approach were used. An example w i l l  i l l u s t r a t e  
th e  im portance of using both methods whenever p o s s ib le .  A 
s t r i c t l y  q u a n t i t a t iv e  a n a ly s i s  of th e se  ad v e rtisem en ts  
in d ic a te d  t h a t ,  f o r  example, f a th e r s  s ince  1920 were 
in c re a s in g ly  d ep ic ted  as being involved in  c h i ld - c a r e .  
Furtherm ore, even though t h i s  i s  a nominal l e v e l  v a r ia b le ,  
with th e  use of dummy v a r ia b le s  i t  was p o s s ib le  t o  e s t im a te  
th e  s t r e n g th  and s t a t i s t i c a l  s ig n i f ic a n c e  of t h i s  
r e la t i o n s h ip ,  something which would be q u i te  im possib le  with 
q u a l i t a t i v e  d a ta .  However, i t  was only with th e  use of 
q u a l i t a t i v e  da ta  t h a t  i t  became ev iden t t h a t  f a th e r s  were 
In c re a s in g ly  dep ic ted  in  only c e r t a in  a sp e c ts  o f  c h i ld  c a re ,  
in  p a r t i c u l a r  th e  play a sp e c ts  a s  opposed to  th e  p h y s ic a l  
c a re  a s p e c ts .  In  s h o r t ,  q u a n t i t a t i ve da ta  i s  necessary  fo r  
purposes of s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a ly s i s ,  but t h i s  must be weighted 
a g a in s t  th e  in e v i ta b le  l e s s  o f in fo rm atio n . Q u a l i ta t iv e  
d a ta ,  on th e  o th e r  hand, i s  r i c h  in  d e s c r ip t iv e  in fo rm a tio n , 
but lack s  th e  a b i l i t y  to  be analyzed s t a t i s t i c a l l y .  
T h ere fo re , and to  r e i t e r a t e ,  both approaches should be used 
whenever p o s s ib le .
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S t a t i s t i c a l  &&ti25l£. When choosing a p p ro p r ia te  
s t a t i s t i c a l  tech n iq u es  th e  i s s u e  of l e v e l s  of measurement i s  
o f c e n t r a l  concern. Below a re  l i s t e d  th e  le v e ls  o f 
measurement f o r  th e  v a r ia b le s  in  th e  p re se n t  s tudy :
H is to r i c a l  tim e I n te r v a l
Family l i f e  cyc le O rdinal
Number o f male c h i ld re n Ratio
Number of female c h i ld re n Ratio
Family r o le s Nominal
Family companionship Nominal
Family in tim acy o rd in a l
Family fo rm a li ty Ratio
C erta in  s t a t i s t i c a l  techn iques a re  a p p ro p r ia te  to
with v a r ia b le s  a t  c e r t a in  l e v e l s  of measurement. For 
example, P e a r so n 's  c o r r e l a t io n  c o e f f i c i e n t  i s ,  s t r i c t l y  
speaking , to  be used only  with v a r ia b le s  which a re  a t  l e a s t  
i n t e r v a l  l e v e l  o r b e t t e r .  I t  i s  p re c is e ly  t h i s  i s su e  of 
s t r i c t n e s s  which i s  o f concern to  Labovitz  (1972) in  h is  
d iscu ss io n  of th e  " sa c red  cows and r i t u a l s "  in  s o c io lo g ic a l  
use of s t a t i s t i c a l  te ch n iq u es .  Labovitz (1972) makes two 
p o in ts  which a re  p e r t in e n t  to  th e  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a ly s is  in  
th e  p re se n t  s tudy .
F i r s t ,  he su g g es ts  t h a t  nominal le v e l  v a r ia b le s  be 
reco n cep tu a lized  in  o rd e r  to  r a i s e  then  to  o rd in a l  l e v e l .  
This a llow s fo r  the  use o f  more powerful s t a t i s t i c a l  
te c h n iq e s .  Whether o r  no t t h i s  can be done with a l l  nominal
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l e v e l  v a r ia b le s  i s  an o ther  q u e s t io n , but th e  po in t here i s  
t o  d iscu ss  why t h i s  au th o r  co n c e p tu a l iz e s  fam ily  l i f e  cyc le  
as an o rd in a l  r a th e r  than  a nominal le v e l  v a r ia b le .
Some may v iev  th e  measurement of fam ily  l i f e  cyc le  
s ta g e s  as invo lv ing  a nominal le v e l  o f measurement. A fte r  
a l l ,  i s  th e re  a m athem atical r e la t io n s h ip  between the  
d i f f e r e n t  s ta g e s?  Does a fam ily which i s  in  the 
p o s t -p a r e n ta l  s ta g e  have more of whatever i t  i s  th a t  i s  
being measured than  a family which i s  in  th e  p re -p a re n ta l  
s tag e?  Taking L ab o v itz 's  (1972:22) suggestion  to  
re c o n c e p tu a l iz e  nominal l e v e l  v a r ia b le s  in o rd e r  to  r a i s e  
them to  th e  o rd in a l  l e v e l ,  t h i s  a u th o r 's  answer to  the  above 
q u e s t io n s  i s  "yes.*1 F am ilies  a t  l a t e r  s ta g e s  of the  fam ily  
l i f e  cyc le  have passed through mpyg s ta g e s  than  fa m i l ie s  a t  
e a r l i e r  s ta g e s .
The second suggestion  which Labovitz (1972:23) makes 
which i s  p e r t in e n t  t o  th e  p re se n t study i s  to  t r e a t  o rd in a l  
l e v e l  v a r ia b le s  a s  though they  were in t e r v a l  l e v e l ,  again  
thereby  a llow ing  the  use of "more pow erful, s e n s i t i v e ,  
b e t t e r  developed, and in t e r p r e ta b le  s t a t i s t i c s . "  This can be 
done because c e r t a in  s t a t i s t i c a l  techn iques  a re  ro b u s t ,  t h a t  
i s ,  they  m aintain  t h e i r  l o g ic a l ly  deduced i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  
even when t h e i r  assum ptions have been v io la te d  (Labovitz , 
1972:19).♦«
8.'"However, see Hayer (1971) f o r  a d iscu ss io n  of th e  dangers 
of t r e a t i n g  o rd in a l  da ta  as i n t e r v a l  d a ta .
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B r ie f ly ,  th e  fo llow ing  r o u t in e s ,  C ro ss-T ab u la tio n , 
Breakdown, and A nalysis  of V ariance, a v a i la b le  on the 
computer program S t a t i s t i c a l  Package fo r  th e  S o c ia l  Sciences 
(SPSS), were used in  the  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a ly s i s .  The purpose 
of t h i s  a n a ly s is  was to  determ ine th e  p re sence , s t r e n g th ,  
and s ig n i f ic a n c e  of r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between th e  Independent 
v a r ia b le s  ( h i s t o r i c a l  tim e, fam ily  l i f e  cyc le  s ta g e ,  number 
of male c h i ld re n ,  number of female ch ild ren )  and th e  
dependent v a r ia b le s  (fam ily  r o l e s ,  fam ily  companionship, 
fam ily  in tim acy , fam ily  f o r m a l i ty ) .
Although more s p e c i f ic  d e t a i l s  w i l l  be given in  l a t e r  
c h a p te rs  concerning which tech n iqu es  were a c tu a l ly  used fo r  
an a lyz ing  th e  p resence , s t r e n g th ,  and s lg n i f ic a n e  of 
r e la t i o n s h ip s  between s p e c i f i c  v a r ia b le s ,  mention should be 
made about what t h i s  a u th o r  c o n s id e rs  to  be a major 
c o n t r ib u t io n  of th e  p re se n t  s tu d y . The major t h r u s t  of t h i s  
s tudy  was to  analyze changes in  th e  d ep ic t io n  of fam ily  
r o l e s ,  companionship, in tim acy , and fo rm a li ty  in  magazine 
a d v e r t iz in g  over time and over th e  fam ily l^^e  c v c le . This 
in  i t s e l f  i s  an im portan t c o n t r ib u t io n  to  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  
because of the  g en e ra l lack  of an h i s t o r i c a l  and fam ily l i f e  
cyc le  approach to  th e se  a s p e c ts  o f fam ily  l i f e .  In  
a d d i t io n ,  th e  p re se n t  s tudy , through th e  use o f a n a ly s i s  of 
v a r ia n c e ,  was ab le  to  i n v e s t ig a t e  th e  se p a ra te  e f f e c t s  of 
h i s t o r i c a l  tim e while ho ld ing  fam ily  l i f e  cy c le  s tag e  
c o n s ta n t  and v isa  v e rsa .  For example, th e  p re se n t  s tudy  was 
no t only  concerned with changes In th e  image of husband-wife
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in tim acy  s in ce  1920 o r  with changes in  th e  image of 
husband-wife intim acy over th e  fam ily  l i f e  c y c le .  I t  was 
a lso  concerned w ith changes i n  th e  image of husband-wife 
in tim acy  over th e  fam ily  l i f e  cy c le  s in ce  1920 and w ith 
changes in  th e  image of husband-wife in tim acy  s in c e  1920 a t  
s p e c i f i c  fam ily  l i f e  cy c le  s ta g e s .  E lder (1977) speaks to  
t h i s  i s su e  in  p a r t  when he says t h a t  to  understand  the  
im pact of h i s t o r i c a l  change on fam ily  l i f e ,  i t  i s  im portan t 
to  know how t h i s  change a f f e c t s  f a m i l ie s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  l i f e  
cy c le  s ta g e s .
CHAPTER 1 7
FAHILT ROLES
At p re se n t  one almost h e s i t a t e s  to  w rite  about fam ily  
r o le s .  A fte r  a l l  ouch has a lre ad y  been w r i t t e n ,  although as  
p re v io u s ly  d iscussed  t h i s  re se a rc h  has su ffe re d  from s e v e ra l  
l i m i t a t i o n s .  There a re  in  fam ily soc io lo gy , as in  most 
o th e r  s c ie n c e s ,  to p ic s  which a re  " in  to p ic s "  and th o se  which 
a re  no t.  Family r o le s  i s  p re s e n t ly  an " in  t o p ic ; "  
th e r e f o r e ,  anyone w r i t in g  on th e  su b je c t  runs th e  r i s k  of 
being c r i t i c i s e d  on se v e ra l  grounds. For example, one might 
be accused of un th in k ing ly  jumping on th e  bandwagon. ( I f  
t h i s  au th o r  i s  g u i l t y  of t h i s  then  so be i t ,  but i t  should 
be noted th a t  once upon the  bandwagon some very c r i t i c a l  
th in k in g  took  p la c e .)  Secondly, one might be accused of 
r e s t a t i n g  what "we a l l  have a lread y  read  befo re  i n  s tu d ie s  
using  d i f f e r e n t  da ta  so u rc e s ."  I f  th e  re a d e r  f in d s  h im self 
making such a c r i t i c i s m  then  i t  i s  a p e r f e c t  example of 
t r i a n g u la t io n  as a method of v a l id a t io n .  However, one w i l l  
a lso  fin d  new in form ation  concerning fam ily r o l e s  in  t h i s  
c h a p te r .
Along t h i s  l i n e  of new id e a s ,  f in d in g s  which, although 
no t o f ten  s i g n i f i c a n t  according to  th e  " sa c red  .05 l e v e l , "  
w i l l  be p resen ted  and d iscu ssed . This i s  done fo r  th re e  
re a so n s .  F i r s t ,  th e r e  i s  o f te n  something q u i te  s i g n i f i c a n t  
about n o n - s ig n i f ic a n t  f in d in g s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  they  go
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a g a in s t  e s ta b l i s h e d  theory* This does no t mean t h a t  
e s ta b l i s h e d  th eo ry  should be d isca rd ed  simply based on one 
study . R ather, th e s e  n o n - s ig n i f ic a n t  f in d in g s  serve  a 
u s e fu l  purpose in  b rin g ing  about a more c r i t i c a l  e v a lu a tio n  
of e s ta b l is h e d  th e o ry .  Secondly, in  re se a rc h  dea ling  with 
change over time th e  lack  o f change i s  o f te n  s i g n i f i c a n t .  
T h ird ly ,  a s  Labovitz (1968:221) p o in ts  o u t ,  in  re se a rc h  
"ex p lo r in g  a s e t  of i n t e r r e l a t i o n s  f o r  the  purpose of 
developing hypotheses to  be t e s t e d  in  an o th e r  s tu d y , a 
l a r g e r  e r r o r  r a t e  w i l l  tend  to  y ie ld  more hypo theses ."  In  
o th e r  words, one does no t want to  bury p o te n t i a l  hypotheses 
a t  th e  e a r ly  s ta g e s  o f  a re se a rc h  p ro je c t  simply because 
they  f a i l  to  reach  th e  " sac red  .05 le v e l"  o f s ig n i f ic a n c e .  
T here fo re , th ose  f in d in g s  which a re  considered  " im portan t"  
w i l l  be p resen ted  and i f  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .05 le v e l  or 
b e t t e r  w i l l  be d iscussed  as s u c h .*1
The plan  of p re s e n ta t io n  throughout th e  remainder of 
t h i s  ch a p te r  i s  to  d isc u ss  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  which fam ily  
members were d ep ic ted  engaging in  and how t h i s  d ep ic t io n  may 
have changed s in ce  1920 and over th e  fam ily  l i f e  cy c le .
1. Graphs and T ab les i l l u s t r a t i n g  f in d in g s  a re  presented  
th roughout th e  next c h a p te rs  and a re  c i te d  in  the  t e x t .
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S iSSS
Economic p ro v is io n , no t s u r p r i s in g ly ,  wives were very 
in f r e q u e n t ly  d ep ic ted  in  economic p ro v is io n .  The ideology 
t h a t  a m arried woman*s p lace  i s  in  th e  home i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  
th e se  a d v e r t ise m e n ts .  Of th e  521 ad v e rtisem en ts  analysed 
only f iv e  p o rtrayed  working wives. Four of the  f iv e
appeared in  1931 during  th e  d e p re ss io n ,  a time when a 
working w ife became an economic n e c e s s i ty  fo r  many. In 
a d d i t io n ,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  no te  th a t  th e  jobs  which
th e s e  wives were engaged in allow ed them to  remain a t  home, 
so a s  no t t o  i n t e r f e r e  with t h e i r  o th e r  d u t ie s  such as c h i ld  
ca re  and housework. For example, ad v e rtisem en ts  to ld  wives 
t h a t  they  could supplement t h e i r  husband 's  income by making 
homemade candy and doughnuts which they  could s e l l  to  t h e i r  
ne ighbors  and f r i e n d s .  The v a lu es  r e f l e c t e d  in  th e se
ad v e r t ise m e n ts  a re  c o n s i s te n t  with th e  behavior o f working 
wives fo r  th e  g en e ra l tim e period  around th e  30s.. Rs
H o ll in s  (1963:226) p o in ts  o u t ,  in  1920 only 7 .5  percen t of 
th e  employed wives were working fo r  money o u ts id e  o f t h e i r  
homes.
To f u r th e r  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  idea  t h a t  employment fo r  
m arried women s h o u ld n 't  i n t e r f e r e  with o th e r  home-bound 
d u t i e s ,  none o f th e se  f iv e  ad v e rtisem en ts  were of f a m il ie s  
a t  th e  second s ta g e  of th e  fam ily  l i f e  c y c le ,  t h a t  i s ,  when 
c h i ld re n  a re  a l l  under s ix  y ea rs  o f age. This lack  o f 
su p p o rt  fo r  employment of mothers with p reschoo l c h i ld re n  i s  
c o n tra ry  to  th e  a c tu a l  behavior o f working wives a t  l e a s t
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f o r  th e  y ea rs  between 1940 ana I960, Waite <19 7 © s f o u n d  
t h a t  s e v e ra l  v a r ia b le s ,  among them th e  presence of 
p re -sch o o l c h i ld re n ,  decreased In  Importance as p re d ic to r s  
of m arried  women's Involvement In th e  la b o r  fo rc e  between 
1940 and 1960. How can t h i s  c o n t ra d ic t io n  between a c tu a l  
behavior and c u l t u r a l  v a lu es  as expressed in  a d v e r t i s in g  be 
exp la ined?  One p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  although the  p roportion  
of working wives has s t e a d i ly  in c re a sed  s in ce  th e  tu rn  of 
th e  ce n tu ry , c u l t u r a l  v a lu e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r ly  those  d ea lin g  
with working mothers o f p re -sch o o l c h i ld re n ,  have lagged 
behind . S o c ia l  s c i e n t i s t s  have been s t ru g g l in g  s in ce  a t  
l e a s t  th e  1950s with th e  gu es tion  of whether c h i ld re n  of 
employed mothers a re  a f f e c te d  in  any d e tr im e n ta l  way. Rs a 
c u l tu r e  we seem h e s i t a n t  to  accep t t h a t  evidence which 
su g g es ts  t h a t  th e re  a re  no d e tr im en ta l  e f f e c t s  from 
mother-employment per se .  in  o th e r  words, we con tinue  to  
emphasize th e  im portance of th e  "m o ther-ch ild  bond" in  our 
value system , re g a rd le s s  of th e  f a c t  t h a t  " th e  l a r g e s t  
r e c e n t  in c re a s e  in  la b o r  fo rc e  a c t i v i t y  has occurred 
f o r . . . mothers of p re -schoo l c h i ld re n "  (Waite, 1976;65).
flousehcld t a s k s . R r o l e  which wives have been 
In t im a te ly  involved w ith , a t  l e a s t  a s  d ep ic ted  in  
ad v e r t ise m e n ts ,  i s  housework. Almost r e g a rd le s s  of the 
housework a c t i v i t y  Invo lved , be i t  cooking, c lea n in g , 
shopping, d e c o ra t in g ,  e t c . ,  th e  wife i s  d ep ic te d  because the  
home o p e ra t io n  i s  p r im a r i ly  her r e s p o n s ib l i ty .  She i s  th e re  
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one looks a t  th e  sm iles  on the  fa c e s  of th ese  a d v e r t is e d
wives, one g e ts  th e  im pression  t h a t  they  go about t h e i r
hoasevork with a lov ing  concern f o r  t h e i r  husbands and
c h ild re n .
The w ife*s involvement in  housework a s  d ep ic ted  in  
ad v ertisem en ts  has decreased s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s in ce  1920 as can 
be seen in  Figure 2. However, th e  decrease  has not been 
c o n s i s te n t .  Peak years  fo r  th e  d e p ic t io n  of wives involved 
in  housework occurred in 1920, p o ss ib ly  as a r e s u l t  of the 
remnants of th e  V ic to r ian  Era with i t s  emphasis on
do m estic i ty  as one nark of a " t r u e  woman." Another peak year 
was 1945, p o ss ib ly  an in d ic a t io n  of th e  n a tio n s* s  d e s i re  to  
r e tu r n  to  normalcy a f t e r  th e  Second florid War.
O v era ll ,  however, wives have been d ec re a s in g ly  d ep ic ted  
in  the  r o le  of housewife. This f in d in g  i s  c o n s i s te n t  with 
Rye*s (1976:99) a s s e r t io n  t h a t  housekeeping i s  a d e c lin in g  
fam ily  r o l e ,  but i s  c o n tra ry  t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  wives con tinue 
to  spend as many hours per week on housework as th ey  did a t  
th e  tu rn  of the  c e n tu ry ,  re g a rd le s s  o f th e  te c h n o lo g ic a l  
advances in  household a p p lian ce s  (see Bose, 1978 fo r  an 
e x c e l le n t  d iscu ss io n  o f t h i s  phenomenon), one reason fo r  
t h i s  c o n t r a d ic t io n  between c u l t u r a l  v a lu e s  as  expressed  in  
a d v e r t is in g  and th e  a c tu a l  behavior of wives d e a ls  with the  
devalu ing  o f th e  housewife r o l e  over th e  ce n tu ry . The 
phrase  " j u s t  a housewife" i s  in d ic a t iv e  o f th e  lack  of 
p re s t ig e  a t ta ch e d  to  t h i s  form of work; and th e r e f o r e ,  
re g a rd le s s  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  wives s t i l l  f in d  them selves
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ta k in g  on most of th e  household t a s k s ,  th e  c u l t u r a l  v a lu es  
have s h i f t e d  and, a t  l e a s t  In  a d v e r t is in g ,  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  o f 
wives i s  being deemphasized.
According t o  lo p a ta  <1966), th e  w i f e 's  ro le  in  
housework goes through a sequence o f  s ta g e s  which correspond 
to  d i f f e r e n t  fam ily l i f e  cy c le  s ta g e s .  The f i r s t  s tag e  i s  
r e f e r r e d  to  as th e  "becoming a housewife" s ta g e .  This i s  
marked both by le a rn in g  how to  perform th e  housewife d u t ie s  
and by a l s o  i n t e r n a l i z i n g  t h i s  ro le  as p a r t  o f  th e  w i f e 's  
s e l f - c o n c e p t .  From a s t r u c tu r a l - f u n c t io n a l  p e r sp e c t iv e ,  
a d v e r t is in g  may perform an im portan t s e rv ic e  by emphasizing 
housework a t  fam ily l i f e  cyc le  s tage  one, th a t  i s  
p r e -p a r e n ta l ,  thereby  provid ing  new wives with media r o l e  
models to  em ulate . In  f a c t ,  i t  i s  th e  p re -p a re n ta l  s tag e  
which evidenced th e  most emphasis on th e  w i f e 's  r o l e  in  
housework. T h e re a f te r ,  th e re  i s  a decreasing  emphasis on 
th e  w i f e 's  ro le  in  housework over the  fam ily  l i f e  cy c le .  
N onethe less , th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  decrease  i s  not 
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f i c a n t  in d ic a te s  t h a t  housework remains 
an in t e g r a l  p a r t  o f th e  w i f e 's  r o le  throughout th e  fam ily  
l i f e  cyc le  (Table C4).
Although the  d e p ic t io n  of wives engaged in  housework 
has decreased s lg n f i c a n t ly  s ince  1920, i s  i t  p o ss ib le  t h a t  
th e s e  changes have occurred only f o r  wives a t  c e r t a in  fam ily  
l i f e  cyc le  s ta g e s?  A nalysis  of variance  in d ic a te s  th a t  t h i s  
decrease  i s  most ev id en t fo r  the  f i r s t  th re e  l i f e  cy c le  
s ta g e s ,  t h a t  i s ,  e i t h e r  when th e re  a re  no c h i ld re n  or when
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th e re  a re  s t i l l  p re -scho o l c h i ld re n  p re se n t  (2 -way 
I n t e r a c t i o n ,  F = 1.420, p = .0 4 8 ) .  The d e p ic t io n  of wives 
a t  fam ily  l i f e  cy c le  s ta g e s  fo u r and f iv e  has not evidenced 
t h i s  dec rease , e s s e n t i a l l y  reg a in in g  c o n s ta n t  s in ce  1920. 
T h e re fo re , i t  i s  th e  younger wife in  p a r t i c u l a r  whose r o le  
in  housework has decreased  in  coverage in  magazine 
a d v e r t i s in g .
T h e rap eu tic s .  Hye (1976:111) d e f in e s  th e  th e ra p e u t ic  
r o l e  as one which in v o lv es  " a s s i s t i n g  the  spouse to  cope 
with and, h o p e fu lly ,  d ispose  of th e  problem with which he i s  
c o n f ro n te d ."  In  th e  p re se n t  s tu d y , ad v ertisem en ts  showing 
fam ily  members com forting , sym path izing , or a c t iv e ly  
a s s i s t i n g  an o th e r  fam ily  member w ith a problem were coded in  
term s of th e  th e r a p e u t ic  r o l e .*2 For example, an 
advertisem en t f o r  a backache r e l i e f  p roduct showed a wife 
rubbing  oin tm ent in to  th e  husband 's  back.
How have wives f a i r e d  in  term s of the  th e ra p e u t ic  ro le ?  
F igure 3 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  s in c e  1920 th e re  have been 
s i g n i f i c a n t  but I r r e g u la r  changes. The w i f e 's  r o le  in  
th e r a p e u t ic  a c t i v i t i e s *  a t  l e a s t  as  d ep ic ted  in  a d v e r t i s in g ,  
i s  r e l a t i v e l y  obscure befo re  1931, but then  shoo ts  up 
d ra m a tic a l ly  only  t o  r e tu r n  t o  p re -d ep re ss io n  le v e l s  in  
1936. A fte r  1936 t h i s  r o le  f o r  wives i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  ignored
27”T h erapeu tic  a c t i v i t i e s  performed by a p a ren t fo r  a c h i ld  
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Figure 5 . Proportion D ep ictin g  R ecreation  o f  W ives, by Year.
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fo r  th e  remainder of th e  century*
Although only  e ig h t  of th e  332 adv e rtisem en ts  d e p ic t in g  
wives shoved them in  t h i s  th e ra p e u t ic  c a p a c i ty ,  i t  i s  t h i s  
very absence which b r in g s  in to  question  Nye*s (1976:111) 
a s s e r t io n  t h a t  th e  th e r a p e u t ic  r o l e  i s  emerging in  American 
c u l tu r e .  I f  i t  i s ,  then  i t  i s  c e r t a i n ly  n o t ev id en t  in  
magazine ad v e r t is in g *  A more p la u s ib le  ex p lan a tio n  of t h i s  
lack  of emphasis on th e ra p e u t ic  a c t i v i t i e s  in  ad v e r t isem en ts  
h inges upon the " s t e r i l i z e d "  view of fam ily l i f e  p resen ted  
in  ad v e r t is in g *  Advertisements tend  to  shy away from the 
more d is ru p t iv e  a sp e c ts  of fam ily l i f e  and th e r e fo re  the 
p o te n t i a l  fo r  th e ra p e u t ic  a c t i v i t y  by wives i s  decreased .
In term s of fam ily  l i f e  cyc le  changes and wives* 
involvement in  th e ra p e u t ic  a c t i v i t i e s .  F igure  4 i n d i c a t e s  a 
s ig n i f i c a n t  c u r v i l in e a r  r e la t i o n s h ip ,  Wives a re  dep ic ted  as 
being much more involved in  such a c t i v i t i e s  in  r e la t i o n s h ip  
to  t h e i r  husbands during  th e  p re -p a re n ta l  and p a r t i c u la r y  
th e  p o s t -p a re n ta l  s ta g e s .  I t  seems th a t  when c h i ld re n  come 
on th e  scene , wives no doubt because o f t h e i r  in c re a sed  
involvement in  c h i ld - c a r e ,  a re  l e s s  l i k e l y  to  be th e ra p e u t ic  
towards husbands.
Becyeation.  According to  o r th n e r  (1975:91) " th e re  has 
been a s h i f t  in  va lu es  toward acceptance o f  l e i s u r e  a s  a 
l e g i t i m a t e . . . l i f e  g o a l ."  The p re se n t  a n a ly s is  in d ic a te s  t h a t  
f o r  wives, r e c re a t io n  has been given s i g n i f i c a n t l y  in c reased  
a t t e n t io n  in  a d v e r t is in g  s in ce  1920 (F igure 5 ) .  Not 
s u r p r i s in g ly ,  a low p o in t  occurred  during th e  dep ress ion
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years  when th e  p o r t ra y a l  o f wives engaged in  l e i s u r e  
a c t i v i t i e s  would have been more l i k e l y  to  have been viewed 
as  f r iv o lo u s  and I r r e s p o n s ib le .
What s o r t  o f r e c r e a t io n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a re  wives d ep ic ted  
as  engaging -in? For most o f th e  time period  wives a re  
d ep ic ted  in  what might be c a l le d  th e  more "home-bound" 
a c t i v i t i e s  such as  reading* k n it t in g *  and gardening . 
However* around 1975* probably in  p a r t  as a r e s u l t  of the 
fe m in is t  movement and th e  "back to  n a tu re "  fa d ,  th e re  i s  a 
dram atic  s h i f t  to  more a c t iv e  r e c r e a t io n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  such 
as h ik in g , tenn is*  camping* f ish in g *  and swimming.
Looking a t  fam ily  l i f e  cy c le  changes* ad v e rtisem en ts  
s t r e s s  r e c r e a t io n  fo r  wives th roughout th e  l i f e  cycle* but
th e r e  i s  n one th e less  a n o n - s ig n i f ic a n t  in c re a se  over the
fam ily  l i f e  cyc le  with high p o in ts  a t  s tag es  fou r and five*  
t h a t  i s  when a l l  th e  c h i ld re n  a re  e i t h e r  over s ix  years  o f 
age or a re  no longer l iv in g  a t  home (Table C5).
The number of c h i ld re n  was found to  have an i n verse  
e f f e c t  on the  l ik e l ih o o d  o f  wives being d ep ic ted  in  
r e c r e a t io n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  (Table C l) .  Given th e  f a c t  t h a t
th e r e  was a s ig n i f i c a n t  r e la t io n s h ip  between fam ily
l i f e  cycle  and th e  number of ch ild ren*  th e  f a c t  t h a t  wives 
a t  l a t e r  s ta g e s  of th e  fam ily  l i f e  c y c le  were more l i k e l y  to  
be dep ic ted  in  r e c r e a t io n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  would seem to  be a 
c o n t r a d ic t io n .  However* i t  must be remembered t h a t  the  
r e la t i o n s h ip  between fam ily  l i f e  cy c le  and th e  d e p ic t io n  of 
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s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  T h e re fo re , th e  in v e rse  e f f e c t s  
o f  th e  in c re a s in g  number o f  c h i ld re n  over the  fam ily  l i f e  
cy c le  may be o f f s e t  by th e  in c re a sed  freedom which wives 
experien ce  as th e y  r e l in q u is h  c h i ld - c a r e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  as  
c h i ld re n  grow o ld e r .
Why th e r e  i s  l e s s  emphasis on re c re a t io n  fo r  wives a t  
th e  p re -p a re n ta l  s tag e  i s  no t c l e a r ,  e s p e c ia l ly  s in c e ,  as 
o r th n e r  (1975:101) p o in ts  o u t ,  both husbands and wives view 
l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  c r i t i c a l  t o  m a r i ta l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  a t  
t h i s  s tag e  o f th e  fam ily  l i f e  c y c le .  An answer to  t h i s  
q u es tio n  may be su p p lied  by looking  a t  whether i t  i s  only 
du ring  c e r t a in  fam ily  l i f e  cy c le  s ta g e s  t h a t  wives are  
in c r e a s in g ly  d ep ic ted  in  r e c r e a t io n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  A nalysis  
of v a r ian ce  r e s u l t s  i n d ic a te  t h a t  a lthough th e re  i s  a 
g en e ra l  in c re a s e  fo r  a l l  s ta g e s ,  th e  most d ram atic  in c re a se  
occured du ring  th e  p re -p a re n ta l  s ta g e .  T h ere fo re , th e re  i s  
a s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  (F = 1.735, p = .OOfl) 
between h i s t o r i c a l  time and fam ily  l i f e  c y c le .  The emphasis 
which o r th n e r* s  (1975) p re se n t  day re sponden ts  p lace  on 
r e c r e a t io n  during  th e  p r e -p a re n ta l  s ta g e  may have gone 
through an ev o lu tio n  s in c e  1920, a t  l e a s t  as  dep ic ted  in  
a d v e r t i s in g .
Husbands
Egonomic p ro v is io n . S im ila r  to  th e  emphasis p laced 
upon household ta s k  performance f o r  th e  w ife , th e  c u l t u r a l  
v a lu e s  expressed  in  magazine a d v e r t is in g  have made i t  very 
c l e a r  t h a t  i t  i s  th e  husband 's  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  to  support the
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fam ily  f i n a n c i a l l y .  Husbands a re  p o rtrayed  not only 
working, b u t a r e  a ls o  sbovn in v e s t in g  t h e i r  money and ta k in g  
p a r t  in  fo rced  sav ings  p lans  through t h e i r  place of
employment. The message behind th ese  ads i s  t h a t  "your
fam ily  i s  depending on you fo r  f in a n c ia l  s e c u r i t y . "  This of 
course  i s  not a message which i s  communicated to  husbands 
j u s t  through th e  mass media; i t  i s  a lso  b u i l t  in to  the
le g a l  system , weitzman <1975:534) p o in ts  o u t ,  f o r  example, 
t h a t
& wife i s  never held  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  the  support
of her husband in  tw o - th i rd s  of the  s t a t e s ,  and
in  th e  rem aining m ino rity  of s t a t e s ,  a wife is
held  re sp o n s ib le  f o r  her husband*s support only
i f  he has become In c a p a c i ta te d  o r a pub lic  
charge .
This emphasis in  a d v e r t is in g  on th e  husband 's
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  provide f i n a n c ia l l y  has n o t ,  however, been 
co n s ta n t  s in c e  1920. E s s e n t i a l l y ,  as ih d lc a te d  in  F igure 6, 
th e r e  have been two peaks one in  1936 and th e  o th e r  in  1970. 
The low p o in t  comes in  1945 and i s  e a s i l y  exp la ined  by th e  
t a c t  t h a t  th e  "work" f o r  men a t  t h i s  tim e was s t i l l  being
thought of l a r g e ly  in  term s of n a t io n a l  d efen se . One common
f a c to r  which may ex p la in  th e  emphasis on employment fo r  
husbands du ring  1936 and 1970 i s  simply th e  f a c t  th a t  the
former was a per io d  o f  economic dep ress ion  and th e  l a t t e r  a
per iod  of economic re c e s s io n .  In  t h i s  sense f in a n c ia l
p ro v is io n  was on th e  minds of th e  populace and nay have 
sim ply made good a d v e r t i s in g  copy, n o n e th e le ss  r e f l e c t i n g  
c u l t u r a l  v a lu e s .
6 2
Along with th e  id ea  of husbands being re sp o n s ib le  fo r  
p rov id ing  f in a n c ia l l y  fo r  t h e i r  fam ilie s*  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  
to  no te  t h a t  most o f t h i s  emphasis i s  p laced upon husbands 
dep ic ted  in  fam ily  l i f e  cyc le  s ta g e  twop t h a t  i s  when a l l  
c h i ld re n  a re  under s ix  yea rs  of age (Figure 7 ) .  No doubt 
t h i s  i s  when many husbands begin t r u l y  t o  experience  the 
p re ssu re  o f f in a n c ia l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s *  t h a t  is*  when 
c h i ld re n  f i r s t  come on the scene. Advertisements then  
r e f l e c t  t h i s  concern o f young husbands beginning f a m i l ie s .  
A fte r t h i s  peak a t  s ta g e  two* th e re  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
decrease  in  th e  emphasis placed on the  husband 's  r o le  in
economic p ro v is io n . At th e  p o s t -p a re n ta l  s ta g e ,  t h i s  a sp e c t  
o f th e  husband 's  ro le  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  ignored* in d ic a t in g  
t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one of the main m otiva tions fo r  husbands 
working* t h a t  i s  supporting  ch ild ren*  i s  no lon g er  
o p e ra t in g .  Of co u rse , ad vertisem en ts  a t  th e  p o s t -p a re n ta l  
s ta g e  emphasize th e  b e n e f i t s  t o  be gained by having prepared 
f in a n c ia l l y  fo r  re tirem ent*  bu t the  message i s  always t h a t  
t h i s  i s  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  ought to  have been met a t
e a r l i e r  s ta g e s  of th e  fam ily  l i f e  cy c le .
As f a r  as  whether th e  emphasis on economic p rov is ion
f o r  husbands during  tim es of economic dep ress ion  (1936) or
economic re c e s s io n  (1970) was ev iden t fo r  husbands a t  a l l  
fam ily  l i f e  cy c le  stages* a n a ly s is  of v a r ian ce  in d ic a te s  
t h a t  th e re  was a s im i l i a r  peak during th ese  two time p e r io d s  
f o r  husbands a t  a l l  s ta g e s  except th e  p o s t -p a re n ta l .  Again* 
i t  i s  ev iden t t h a t  a major m otivation  fo r  husbands to  work*
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and in p a r t i c u l a r  during t i n e s  of economic s t r a i n ,  i s  the  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  f i n a n c i a l l y  support  c h i ld r e n .  Given the  
absence of c h i ld re n ,  even an economic depress ion  i s  seen a s  
r e l a t i v e l y  l e s s  o f  a dilemma.
Household t a s k s . To no one*s s u r p r i s e ,  housework has 
no t  been an a sp e c t  of the  husband*s r o l e  which has 
experienced much emphasis (Table C6). The da ta  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  i n  g ene ra l  husbands a re  not o f ten  d ep ic ted  a s  engaging 
in  housework, and as  Goffman (1976:105) p o in ts  o u t ,  those  
husbands t h a t  a re  shown a re  o f ten  por trayed  as in e p t  a t  i t .  
The reasons  fo r  t h i s  genera l  lack  of emphasis on housework 
and fo r  th e  "bumbling husband p o r t r a y a l 1* a re  s e v e r a l .  
F i r s t ,  t h i s  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  t h a t  as  a c u l tu r e  we have not seen 
housework as an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of  the  husband*s r o l e .  
Secondly, i t  may be t h a t  because housework has been such an 
i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of th e  u i fe* s  r o l e ,  although d ec rea s in g ly  so,  
t h a t  th e  c u l t u r a l  v a lu e s ,  s im i l a r  t o  th e  a c tu a l  behavior of 
wives themselves (S a f i l io s -E o th s c h i ld ,  1972:65), a re  
h e s i t a n t  to  allow husbands to  become too involved in  what i s  
e s s e n t i a l l y  considered  "women’ s work."
although both Ballweg (1967) and Kerckhoff (1964) found 
t h a t  husbands ta k e  on increased  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  household 
t a s k s  a f t e r  r e t i r e m e n t ,  the p re sen t  a n a ly s i s  did not  f in d  a 
s i m i l a r  in c re a s e  in  the  emphasis on t h i s  ro l e  f o r  husbands 
i n  th e  p o s t -p a r e n ta l  family l i f e  cyc le  s ta g e  (Table C7). Of 
course  r e t i r e m e n t  and p o s t - p a r e n ta l  a r e  not  eq u iv a le n t  
concepts ,  but even among the  adver t isem ents  which in d ic a te d
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-that th e  husband was r e t i r e d ,  th e r e  was not a n o t ic a b le  
i n c r e a s e  in the  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of  husbands in  housework.
one would have a l s o  expected an in c re a se  a t  t h i s  s ta g e  
based on P o w e l l 's  (1963:232) f in d in g  t h a t  husbands in  
f a m i l i e s  with ado lescen t  c h i ld re n  did l e s s  housework because 
th e se  o ld e r  c h i ld re n  "took up the  s lack" so to  speak. When 
th e s e  ad o lsce n t  c h i ld re n  a re  gone, t h a t  i s ,  in  the  
p o s t -p a r e n ta l  s t a g e ,  one n ig h t  expect husbands t o  " take  up 
th e  s l a c k . "  Such i s  no t  th e  ca se ,  a t  l e a s t  as  r e f l e c t e d  in  
a d v e r t i s in g .  A c tu a l ly ,  comparisons ac ro ss  d i f f e r e n t  s ta g e s  
o f  t h e  family l i f e  cyc le  may be q u i t e  meaningless based on
th e  p re sen t  d a ta  s in c e  th e re  i s  a h igh ly  i n s i g n i f i c a n t
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th e  d e p ic t io n  of husbands engaged in  
housework and fam ily  l i f e  cyc le .  o v e r a l l ,  one would 
conclude t h a t  housework f o r  husbands has not been an 
i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of t h e i r  r o l e  s ince  1920 re g a rd le s s  of the  
fam ily  l i f e  cycle  s t a g e ,  a t  l e a s t  a s  r e f l e c t e d  in  magazine 
a d v e r t i s i n g .
T h e rapeu t ic s . S im i la r  t o  th e  lack  o f  emphasis placed 
upon th e r a p e u t ic  a c t i v i t y  f o r  wives, t h e r e  was even l e s s
emphasis on t h i s  a c t i v i t y  f o r  husbands,.  o f  the  332
adve r t isem en ts  p o r t ray in g  husbands, only two (1931 and 1990) 
Involved husbands in  such a c a p ac i ty .
Given t h a t  we are  dea l ing  with few cases  here  (e ig h t  
f o r  wives and two f o r  husbands) i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  po in t  
out t h a t  c o n s i s t e n t  with L ev ln g e r 's  (1969:997) f in d in g  t h a t  
wives i n i t i a t e  s o c i a l l y  suppor t ive  i n t e r a c t i o n  more o f t e n .
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wives more o f te n  than husbands were d ep ic ted  as engaging in  
th e r a p e u t ic  a c t i v i t i e s .
In terms of  family  l i f e  cy c le  changes, again  the  low 
number of ca ses  makes i t  im poss ib le  to  draw any s u b s t a n t i a l  
co n c lu s io ns .  N ev e r th e le ss ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the  two 
adve r t isem en ts  d e p ic t in g  husbands in  t h i s  r o l e  both occur in  
f a m i l i e s  in  th e  p r e - p a r e n ta l  s ta g e  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  with the  
f in d in g s  f o r  wives. That i s ,  husbands and wives, a l though 
in f r e q u e n t ly  por trayed  in  t h e r a p e u t i c  a c t i v i t i e s  in  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  each o th e r ,  a r e  $SX££ dep ic ted  in t h i s  
c a p ac i ty  when ch i ld re n  a r e  on th e  scene.
R ec rea t io n , s i m i l a r  to  ad v e r t isem en ts  d ep ic t in g  wives, 
r e c r e a t io n  has become an in c r e a s in g ly  im portan t  aspect  of 
th e  husband*s r o l e .  As can be seen in  Figure 8 th e re  has 
been a s i g n i f i c a n t  in c re a s e  i n  th e  p o r t r a y a l  o f  husbands 
engaged in r e c r e a t io n  s ince  1920. Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  th e  low 
p o in ts  in th e  p o r t r a y a l  of t h i s  a c t i v i t y  occurred during the  
depress ion  years  of 1931 and 1936 when r e c r e a t io n  by 
husbands may have been looked upon as  f r iv o lo u s  and 
i r r e s p o n s i b l e .
Although t h e r e  a re  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  in the 
d ep ic t io n  of husbands engaged in  r e c r e a t i o n  over the  family  
l i f e  cyc le ,  i t  i s  th e  f o u r th  s t a g e ,  t h a t  i s ,  when a l l  the  
c h i ld re n  a r e  over s ix  yea rs  o f  age,  which evidenced the 
g r e a t e s t  emphasis on r e c r e a t i o n  (Table C8). I t  may well be 
t h a t  a t  t h i s  s tag e  husbands, a s  well as  wives, no t  only are  
thought  t o  have th e  in c re a sed  time and freedom t o  devote to
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r e c r e a t io n  due to  th e  educa t ion  system tak ing  over much of 
th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c h i l d - c a r e ,  but a l s o  th e  inc reased  
income as  compared t o  e a r l i e r  s t a g e s .
Again, s i m i l a r  to  wives* involvement in  r e c r e a t i o n ,  the  
number o f  c h i ld r e n  was found to  have an iflveys^ e f f e c t  on 
th e  r e c r e a t i o n  of husbands (Table C l ) ,  Since th e re  i s  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  in  th e  number o f  c h i ld re n  throughout 
t h e  family  l i f e  cy c le ,  the  f a c t  t h a t  husbands are  more o f ten  
d ep ic ted  in  r e c r e a t i o n  a t  s tage  four  may seem a 
c o n t r a d ic t i o n .  However, th e  in v e rse  e f f e c t s  of the 
in c re a s in g  number o f  c h i ld re n  may be o f f s e t  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  
o ld e r  c h i ld r e n  may re ly  l e s s  on t h e i r  f a t h e r  fo r  r e c r e a t i o n ,  
the reby  f r e e in g  time fo r  h i s  own r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .
Husbands were po r t rayed  in  more seden ta ry  forms of 
r e c r e a t io n  such a s  garden ing ,  re a d in g ,  l i s t e n i n g  to  the  
r a d io ,  and viewing t e l e v i s i o n  up u n t i l  1960. Afterwards,  
husbands were more l i k e l y  to  be found in such a c t i v i t i e s  as  
b ik in g ,  t e n n i s ,  sk in g ,  s a i l i n g ,  and camping. This may be 
i n d i c a t i v e  of th e  emphasis on p hy s ica l  f i t n e s s  which s t a r t e d  
during  th e  Kennedy years  and con tinued  ever s in c e .
The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  more a c t i v e  forms of r e c r e a t io n  were 
emphasized e a r l i e r  f o r  husbands (1960) than fo r  wives (1975) 
i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  no t ion  t h a t  men a re  more a t h l e t i c  than  
women. In f a c t ,  i t  may be t h a t  r e c r e a t io n  in  genera l  has 
been thought of a s  a more im portan t  component of the  
husband*s r o l e  than  th e  w i f e ' s  th roughout  th e  l i f e  cy c le .  
Analysis  o f  v ar iance  in d ic a t e d  t h a t  th e  increased  emphasis
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on r e c r e a t i o n  f o r  husbands s ince  1920 i s  ev iden t  and about 
equa l ly  s t ro n g  f o r  a l l  f a n i l y  l i f e  cycle  s ta g e s  with the  
exception  of s tag e  th r e e  (2-way in te r a c t io n s #  F = 1.4 54, 
p = .0 3 7 ) .  Hives on the  o th e r  hand showed th e  l e a s t  
dramatic  in c re a s e s  in  emphasis on r e c r e a t io n  in  
ad ver t isem en ts  d ep ic t in g  f a m i l i e s  a t  th e  l a s t  two s tag es  of 
t h e  family  l i f e  cyc le  (2-way i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  F = 1.735, 
p = .004) .
Bo th e rs
C h l ld -c a re . Since 1920 i t  has been the  mother in  
a d v e r t i s in g  who has been p r im ar i ly  re sp o n s ib le  f o r  c h i ld  
c a re .  The reason f o r  t h i s  emphasis on women as 
c h i l d - c a r e t a k e r s  stems in  l a rg e  p a r t  from popular  n o t ions  
concerning th e  bas ic  n a tu re  of women. I t  was be l ieved  by 
many and in  f a c t ,  con t inues  t o  be a ques t ion  of deba te ,  as 
t o  whether women a r e n ' t  " n a tu r a l ly "  b e t t e r  c h i l d - c a r e t a k e r s  
than men. Talk of "mother i n s t i n c t "  and s i m i l a r  concepts  
were drawn upon t o  exp la in  and l e g i t im iz e  t h i s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .
However i n t e g r a l  c h i ld - c a r e  may have been to the  
women's r o l e  in  th e  fam ily ,  a s  can be seen in  F igure  9, i t  
has been s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l e s s  emphasized in a d v e r t i s in g  s ince  
1920. S u rp r i s in g ly ,  the  g r e a t e s t  emphasis on c h i ld - c a r e  
appeared in  1931 a t  a time when the  b i r t h  r a t e  was a t  one of 
i t s  lowest  p o in t s .  P o ss ib ly ,  t h i s  emphasis can be expla ined  
by th e  p re v a i l in g  a t t i t u d e s  which suggested t h a t  married 
women ought t o  be a t  home r a t h e r  than employed and tak in g
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jobs  away from men who " r e a l l y  needed them." The "baby boom" 
years  show no dramatic  upswing In the  emphasis on 
c h i l d - c a r e ,  a l though they  a r e  h igher than subsequent y e a r s .  
O v era l l ,  I t  I s  th e  s h i f t  away from def in ing  a women*s ro le  
in  the  fam ily  l a r g e ly  in  terms of motherhood t h a t  e x p la in s  
t h e  decrease  in  emphasis over t im e.
There i s  ano ther  change in  th e  d ep ic t io n  of mothers in  
a d v e r t i s i n g .  Although mothers, as compared to  f a t h e r s ,  have 
always been dep ic ted  a s  more involved in  th e  phys ica l  c a re  
a s p e c ts  o f  parenthood such as  feed ing ,  ba th ing ,  and 
d re s s in g ,  th e  play a spec ts  of c h i ld - c a r e  became more 
p re v a le n t  f o r  mothers over t ime. For example, mothers a re  
d ep ic ted  engaging in  the  fo llowing r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  
with t h e i r  c h i ld re n :  t r a v e l i n g ,  p icn ick in g ,  l i s t e n i n g  to
th e  r a d io ,  watching t e l e v i s i o n ,  and p laying  "board" games. 
This  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  with Wolfenstein*s {1952) a n a ly s i s  of 
popular  c h i ld - r e a r in g  manuals and what she c a l l e d  the  
emergence o f  a “tun  m ora l i ty"  in  c h i ld - r e a r in g -
The d i s t i n c t i o n  between p h ys ica l  care o f  c h i ld re n  by 
mothers and p laying with ch i ld re n  by f a t h e r s  i s  a 
d i s t i n c t i o n  which T i tu s  (1976:527) found in  her a n a ly s i s  of 
family  photo albums. Bothers were much more l i k e l y  than 
f a t h e r s ,  f o r  example, t o  have been photographed feeding the  
baby. According t o  Nye's (1976:51) a n a ly s i s ,  th e  normative 
e x p e c ta t io n s  expressed by h i s  re sponden ts ,  support  t h i s  idea  
t h a t  mothers a re  considered more r e sp o n s ib le  fo r  the 
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normative e x p e c ta t io n s ,  Nye’ s re sponden ts  rep o r ted  t h a t  
mothers were, i n  f a c t ,  more l i k e l y  than f a t h e r s  t o  c a r ry  out 
th e  p h y s ica l  a s p e c t s  o f  c h i l d - c a r e .
No d i f f e re n c e  was noted in th e  l ik e l ih o o d  of  mothers 
being portrayed  a s  engaging in  c h i ld - c a r e  with female versus  
male ch i ld re n .  This i s  undoubtedly a r e s u l t  of th e  p hy s ica l  
ca re  type o f  c h i l d - c a r e  a c t i v i t i e s  which mothers are  more 
l i k e l y  to  be dep ic ted  in .  That i s ,  a l l  c h i ld re n  r e g a rd le s s  
o f  sex re g u i r e  such s e rv ic e s  a s  feed ing ,  d re s s in g ,  e t c .  
However, th e  number o f  female c h i ld r e n  was found to  have an 
in v e rse  e f f e c t  on the  mother’ s l i k e l ih o o d  of  being por trayed  
in  c h i ld - c a r e  (Table C2). As w i l l  be seen l a t e r ,  i t  i s  th e  
o ld e r  female c h i l d ’ s g r e a te r  l ik e l ih o o d  being por trayed  as  
help ing  mother with c h i l d - c a r e  which e x p la in s  t h i s  
r e l a t i o n s h i p .
When looking a t  changes in  t h e  p o r t r a y a l  of the 
mother’ s r o l e  in  c h i l d - c a r e  over th e  fam ily  l i f e  c y c le ,  one 
f in d s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  decrease  in  emphasis,  a s  can be seen in  
Figure 10. A nalysis  of va r iance  in d ic a te d  t h a t  t h i s  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between mother’ s r o l e  in  c h i l d - c a r e  and family  
l i f e  cyc le  remained the  same over the  time period  1920 to  
1970 (2-way i n t e r a c t i o n ,  F = 1.510, P = .0 7 ) .  No doubt,  
t h i s  i s  a r e s u l t  o f  th e  l e s s e n in g  need of ph y s ica l  ca re  for  
c h i ld ren  as  they  grow o ld e r .  Since i t  i s  the  ph y s ica l  ca re  
a sp e c ts  which mothers have predominated i n ,  i t  i s  not 
s u r p r i s in g  to  see t h i s  decrease  over th e  family l i f e  cy c le ;  
and i t  i s  p re c i s e ly  o ld e r  c h i ld r e n  whom mothers are more
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l i k e l y  to  be dep ic ted  as p lay ing  with. In  o th e r  words, when 
i t  comes to  th e  p lay a s p e c t s  o f  c h i l d - c a r e ,  mothers are more 
l i k e l y  t o  be dep ic ted  in  t h i s  c a p ac i ty  l a t e r  in th e  family 
l i f e  cyc le .
£& th££S
C h i ld -c a re . As a l luded  to  s e v e ra l  t imes in  the 
d i scu ss io n  o f  the  mothers*s r o l e ,  f a th e r s  a re  more l i k e l y  to  
be depicted  in  th e  "play" a s p e c t s  of c h i l d - c a r e .  Looking a t  
th e  time period s in c e  1920, t h e  o y ^ ^ l j. p o r t r a y a l  of f a th e r s  
engaged in  c h i ld - c a r e  has been emphasized s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
l e s s ,  with the  he igh t  of d e p ic t io n  having occurred in  1931 
during the  depress ion  (Figure 11). I t  w i l l  be remembered 
t h a t  th e  depress ion  year o f  1931 was the  high po in t  fo r  the 
d ep ic t io n  of mothers involved in  c h i l d - c a r e  a c t i v i t i e s  a l s o .  
Assuming t h a t  adver t isem en ts  r e f l e c t  family  l i f e  values ,  i t  
seems ev iden t  t h a t  ca r ing  fo r  o th e r  family members was an 
im portan t  i s s u e  on p e o p le ' s  minds a t  a t ime when they  could 
count on l i t t l e  o th e r  than  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .
C h i ld -ca re  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  f a t h e r s  in  1931 did not 
d i f f e r  from the c h i ld - c a re  a c t i v i t i e s  of f a t h e r s  in  o th e r  
yea rs .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  they  a re  "p lay"  a sp e c ts  of c h i l d - c a r e ,  
fo r  example, t r a v e l i n g  and playing with model t r a i n s .  An 
exception  t o  t h i s  idea  of r e c r e a t i o n a l  c h i ld - c a r e  which 
occurred throughout  th e  time per iod  in v e s t ig a te d  dea ls  with 
f a th e r s  helping c h i ld r e n  with homework. Here we can see a 
r e f l e c t i o n  of th e  popular  b e l i e f  t h a t  men exceed women 
i n t e l l e c t u a l l y .
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In o rd e r  t o  ex p la in  t h e  emphasis on play a sp e c ts  of 
c h i ld - c a r e  f o r  f a t h e r s  one must go beyond simply p o s i t in g  
t h a t  mothers were given r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  p hy s ica l  ca re  
and, t h e r e f o r e ,  f a t h e r s  mere a l lo c a te d  th e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
d u t i e s .  S l a t e r  (1961:305) sugges ts  t h a t  f a t h e r s  have become 
" p a l s "  to  t h e i r  c h i ld re n  because a s t r i c t  f a th e r  i s  
d y s fu n c t io n a l  in  the  20th cen tu ry  nuc lea r  family arrangement 
where th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between f a th e r s  and t h e i r  ch i ld ren  i s  
p o t e n t i a l l y  f r a g i l e  due t o  the  f a t h e r ' s  "absence from the 
home during  most of the c h i l d ' s  waking hou rs ."  I t  i s  
p r e c i s e l y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  fa therhood has been def ined  l a r g e ly  
in  t e r n s  of providing f i n a n c i a l l y  fo r  the  c h i ld re n  (Harwell, 
1976:387) which e x p la in s  in  l a rg e  p a r t  t h e i r  l e s s e r  
involvement in th e  ph y s ica l  c a re  a sp ec ts  of parenthood: 
they  simply a r e n ' t  around.
The family l i f e  values concerning the  f a t h e r ' s  ro l e  in  
c h i l d - c a r e  which a re  r e f l e c t e d  in  a d v e r t i s in g  are  c o n s i s t e n t  
with re se a rc h  concerning a c tu a l  behavior  of f a t h e r s .  Parke 
and Sawin (1976:368), f o r  example, found t h a t  although 
f a t h e r s  a r e  j u s t  as capable as  mothers to  p h y s ic a l ly  ca re  
f o r  i n f a n t s ,  they a re  l e s s  l i k e l y  a c tu a l l y  to  engage in such 
a c t i v i t i e s .  S im i la r ly ,  Hendina and Dickerscheid  (1976:373) 
found t h a t  f a th e r s  are  sore  involved in  what they  r e f e r  to  
a s  " s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s "  than in  the  phys ica l  ca re  o f  i n f a n t s .
adver t isem ents  s in ce  1920 f a i r l y  c o n s i s t e n t l y  have 
dep ic ted  f a t h e r s  as  about twice as  l i k e ly  t o  be playing with 
sons as opposed t o  daughters  (Table C3).  This f ind ing  i s
Ij;
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c o n s i s t e n t  with Rendina and Dickerscheid*s (1976:376)
f ind in g  t h a t  f a t h e r s  of  male i n f a n t s  were store involved than 
f a t h e r s  of female i n f a n t s  in  o v e r a l l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  
T he re fo re ,  i t  i s  no t  simply t h a t  f a th e r s  play with male
c h i ld re n  because they  f ind  male r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  more 
ag reeab le .  Rather,  th e r e  appears  t o  be a p re fe rence  on the 
p a r t  of  f a t h e r s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  p lay ing  with male ch i ld ren  even 
when they a re  i n f a n t s .
This i d e a  of f a t h e r s  p laying with i n f a n t s  b r ings  up the  
ques t ion  o f  p o s s ib le  changes in  th e  f a t h e r 1s ro le  in  
c h i l d - c a r e  over th e  family  l i f e  cy c le .  according to  the 
d e p ic t io n  of such a c t i v i t i e s  in  adve r t isem en ts ,  f a th e r s  do 
no t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  change t h e i r  involvement in  such
a c t i v i t i e s  over the  l i f e  cycle  (Tables C9 and CIO). 
However, r e g a r d l e s s  of the  family l i f e  cyc le  dep ic ted  or the 
t ime p e r io d ,  the number of c h i ld re n  i s  r e l a t e d  in v e r s e ly  to  
th e  f a t h e r 1s involvement in  c h i l d - c a r e ;  t h a t  i s ,  as the 
number o f  c h i ld r e n  i n c r e a s e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  number of 
female c h i ld r e n ,  c h i ld - c a r e  fo r  f a th e r s  i s  l e s s  emphasized 
(Table C2). Given th e  f a c t  t h a t  the  number o f  c h i ld re n  
in c r e a s e s  over th e  family l i f e  c y c le ,  one might assume t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  a c o n t r a d ic t io n  between th e  lack of s i g n i f i c a n t  
change in  f a t h e r s 1 involvement in  c h i l d - c a r e  over the  family 
l i f e  cy c le  and th e  f a c t  t h a t  such a d ep ic t ion  i s  i n v e r s e ly  
r e l a t e d  t o  the  number of  c h i ld re n .  The ex p lan a t ion  i s  t h a t  
th e  f a t h e r fs involvement in  c h i ld - c a r e  i s  in f luenced  by 
d i f f e r e n t  f a c t o r s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  s ta g e s  of the  family  l i f e
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c y c le .  In  th e  e a r ly  s ta g e s  when c h i ld re n  re q u ire  more 
p h y s ica l  c a r e ,  f a t h e r s  a re  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  be po r t rayed .  In 
the  l a t e r  s t a g e s ,  when the p lay a s p e c ts  a r e  s t r e s s e d ,  the 
f a t h e r ’ s involvement i s  in v e r s e ly  a f f e c te d  by the  in c re a s in g  
number of c h i ld r e n .  The o v e r a l l  p a t t e rn  i s  an apparent  lack  
of s i g n i f i c a n t  change in  th e  f a t h e r ’ s involvement in  
c h i ld - c a r e .
The family  p o s i t io n s  of s i b l i n g s ,  o f f s p r in g ,  and 
g ran d ch i ld ren  have been combined here because t h e i r  r o l e s  
a re  e s s e n t i a l l y  th e  same, a t  l e a s t  a s  depicted  in 
a d v e r t i s i n g .
Brothers-sons-crrandsons. In t h e i r  p o s i t io n s  as  
b r o th e r s ,  sons ,  and grandsons, male family members are  
d ep ic ted  overwhelmingly in  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  The 
c u l t u r a l  va lues  r e f l e c t e d  in  a d v e r t i s in g  support  the 
con ten t ion  t h a t  t h i s  i s  the  ’’cen tu ry  of th e  c h i l d . ” as Aries 
(1962) p o in ts  o u t ,  th e  concept o f  childhood has been an 
emerging one, with th e  family becoming i n c r e a s in g ly  
c h i ld - c e n te r e d .  The notion  of  ch i ld ren  a s  something o th e r  
than m in ia tu re  a d u l t s  i s  a r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  development, 
and the  emphasis on d ep ic t in g  young b ro th e r s ,  sons,  and 
grandsons in  play a c t i v i t i e s  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  notion  of 
childhood as a d i s t i n c t i v e  s tage  in  the  l i f e  cycle with 
expected behav io rs  unique to  i t .
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This emphasis on r e c r e a t i o n  fo r  male s i b l i n g s , 
o f f s p r in g ,  and g randch i ld ren  has been p re v a le n t  over th e  
e n t i r e  per iod  s ince  1920 and, in f a c t ,  has  become
in c r e a s in g ly  the  case ,  a l though not s i g n i f i c a n t l y  (Tables 
Cl1 and C13). Hot only have b r o th e r s ,  sons,  and grandsons 
been c o n s i s t e n t l y  dep ic ted  in  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  s in c e  
1920, they  are a l s o  dep ic ted  as  such c o n s i s t e n t l y  over the 
family l i f e  cycle  (Tables C12 and C14).
As fo r  the  a c tu a l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  engaged in by 
b ro th e r s ,  sons, and grandsons,  th e r e  has not been any
s u b s t a n t i a l  change s ince  1920. Some of th e  more popular
a c t i v i t i e s  were read ing ,  camping, b ik in g ,  t e l e v i s i o n  
viewing, and p laying with model t r a i n s .
Si s te r s -d a u c  h te r s -g ra n  dd au g h te r s . The p i c tu r e  i s
e s s e n t i a l l y  th e  same fo r  s i s t e r s ,  d aug h te rs ,  and 
granddaughters ;  t h a t  i s ,  they  a re  dep ic ted  as  engaged 
p r im ar i ly  in  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and t h i s  p i c tu r e  has 
no t  changed s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s ince  1920 or over the  fam ily  l i f e  
cyc le  (Tables C15, C16, C17 and C18).
However, when comparing the  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  of 
female c h i ld re n  with those  of male c h i l d r e n ,  one f in d s  some 
d i f f e r e n c e s ,  although not a s  much as  one might expect  given 
re c e n t  complaints  about sex r o l e  s te re o ty p in g  in  
a d v e r t i s in g .  Both male and female c h i ld re n  a re  d ep ic ted  in  
such a c t i v i t i e s  as camping, re ad in g ,  t r a v e l i n g ,  p ic n ic k in g ,  
and p laying t e n n i s .  The reason fo r  t h i s  n o n - s e x i s t  
d ep ic t io n  i s  t h a t  b ro th e rs  and s i s t e r s  o f te n  a re  shown
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J o in t ly  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  th e s e  a c t i v i t i e s .  As I r i s h  
(1964:282) p o in ts  o u t ,  "b ro th e r s  and s i s t e r s  spend many 
hours to g e th e r  and share  a wide range o£ a c t i v i t i e s . "  At the 
same time th e re  was a c e r t a i n  amount of sex ro le  
s t e re o ty p in g :  g i r l s  playing with d o l l s ,  and boys p lay ing
with t r a i n s .  However, i t  i s  th e  s i m i l a r i t y  in the  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  of male and female c h i ld r e n ,  r a t h e r  
than th e  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  which s tan d s  o u t .
Although both male and female c h i ld r e n  a re  most l i k e l y  
to  be portrayed  in  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  female c h i ld re n  
a re  more l i k e l y  than males to  be dep ic ted  in  household ta sk  
performance and c h i l d - c a r e .  N ei ther  of th ese  a c t i v i t i e s  fo r  
female c h i ld re n  was dep ic ted  in  g re a t  abundance ( ten  
adver t isem ents  f o r  household t a s k s  and two fo r  c h i l d - c a r e ) , 
but the  occurrence was more numerous than occurred  fo r  male 
c h i ld re n  (seven f o r  household t a s k s  and zero fo r  
c h i l d - c a r e ) • Not only were female c h i ld re n  more l i k e l y  to  
be portrayed  in  th e se  a c t i v i t i e s  than  male c h i ld r e n ,  but 
a l so  the  a c t i v i t i e s  themselves were q u i t e  sex s te r e o ty p e d ,  
with g i r l s  doing such jobs a s  cooking and c le a n in g ,  while 
boys were involved in  the  "heavy work" such as  yard work and 
c a r ry in g  f i r e  wood.
In terms of  family l i f e  cyc le  changes in  th e  d e p ic t io n  
o f  female ch i ld re n  doing housework, s i g n i f i c a n t l y  nine of 
th e  ten  adve r t isem en ts  po r t ray  f a m i l i e s  a t  th e  fo u r th  s t a g e ,  
t h a t  i s ,  when a l l  c h i ld re n  a re  over s i x  years  of age (Figure 






Figure 12. Proportion D ep ictin g  Household Tasks o f  D aughters, by
Family L ife  Cycle
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t h a t  household t a s k s  are  o f ten  passed on to  ado lescen t  
c h i ld re n  r a t h e r  than husbands.
GE&ndB&IgaSg
One of th e  d e s i r e d  c o n t r ib u t io n s  o f  th e  p re sen t  s tudy
was an a n a ly s i s  o f  the  c u l t u r a l  va lues  s ince  1920 concerning
the  family  p o s i t io n  of g randparen t .  As Neugarten and
Weinstein <1969:199) p o in t  o u t .
Despite  th e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  in v e s t i g a t io n s  
regard ing  th e  r e l a t i o n s  between g en e ra t io n s  and 
the  p o s i t io n  of th e  aged within the  fam ily ,  
s u r p r i s i n g l y  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  has been paid 
d i r e c t l y  t o  th e  r o l e  of grandparen t .
U nfo r tuna te ly ,  th e  p re sen t  s tudy can shed l i t t l e  l i g h t  
on t h i s  i s s u e  except to  say t h a t ,  given t h a t  adver t isem en ts  
r e f l e c t  c u l t u r a l  v a lu es ,  g randparen ts  have not been 
considered  im portan t  family  members, a t  l e a s t  s ince  19 20. 
This s ta tem ent  i s  based on the  f a c t  t h a t  only 17 
grandmothers and nine g ra n d fa th e r s  were dep ic ted  in  the 521 
adve r t isem en ts  ana lysed .  P oss ib ly  th e  emergence of the 
modified-extended fam ily  ex p la in s  p a r t  of the  absence of 
g ran d p aren ts ,  and y e t  as  Adams (1968) po in ts  o u t ,  
i n t e r a c t i o n  with extended kin con tinues  t o  be an im portan t  
component of family l i f e .  In a d d i t io n ,  as Robertson 
(1976:140) found, g ran d paren ts  continue  to  be seen by 
g ran dch i ld ren  as  im portan t  sources  of g i f t s ,  family h i s t o r y ,  
and emotional  g r a t i f i c a t i o n .  Clavan (1978:351) sheds some 
l i g h t  on t h i s  i s s u e  when she p o in ts  out t h a t  t h e re  a re  no 
normative r i g h t s  and o b l ig a t io n s  a t tach ed  to  th e  ro le  of 
g randparen t .  T h ere fo re ,  with l i t t l e  agreement on what such
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a r o l e  e n t a i l s *  i t  may be d i f f i c u l t  to  d e p ic t  in  
a d v e r t i s i n g .
A c l o s e r  look a t  the  a c t i v i t i e s  g randparents  a re  
d ep ic ted  engaging in w i l l  provide f u r t h e r  exp lana t ion  as to  
why they appear so i n f r e q u e n t ly .  E s s e n t i a l l y  both 
grandmothers (11 out of 17 cases) and g ra n d fa th e rs  (6 out of 
9 cases) a r e  dep ic ted  p r im a r i ly  as p lay ing  with t h e i r  
g ra n d ch i ld ren .  This i s  c o n s i s t e n t  with th e  f in d in gs  of 
Robertson (1977:171) who found t h a t  th e  th re e  a c t i v i t i e s  
which grandmothers engaged in  most f r e q u e n t ly  were 
b a b y s i t t in g  grandchildren* playing with grandchildren* and 
v i s i t i n g  g ra n d ch i ld ren .  Neugarten and Weinstein (196h:199) 
ex p la in  t h i s  emphasis on play as a r e s u l t  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  
g randparen ts  in our c u l t u r e  are  removed from family 
a u t h o r i t y  p o s i t io n s .  In f a c t ,  as Robertson (1977:171) 
suggests* grandmothers may f e a r  t h a t  pa ren ts  view too much 
i n t e r a c t i o n  with g randch i ld ren  as meddlesome* i n t r u s i v e ,  o r  
i n a p p ro p r ia te .  This  i n  i t s e l f  may exp la in  the  low frequency 
with  which g randparen ts  appear in  a d v e r t i s in g .  F inal ly*  
Clavan (1978:353) o f f e r s  a d d i t i o n a l  exp lana t ion  of t h i s  low 
frequency ,  when she p o in ts  out t h a t  th e  m id d le -c la s s  i s  l e s s  
marked by " f u n c t io n a l  c e n t r a l i t y . "  This r e f e r s  to  the  degree 
t o  which extended k in  a re  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  everyday family  
l i f e .  S ince the  adve r t isem en ts  used in  th e  p re sen t  s tudy 
r e f l e c t  m id d le -c la s s  values* one would expect l e s s  a t t e n t i o n  
paid  to  g randparen ts  because of t h e i r  l e s s e r  " fu n c t io n a l  
c e n t r a l i t y . "
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Even though g randparen ts  were not portrayed  f requently*  
one would have expected them t o  appear more f r e q u e n t ly  
e a r l i e r  in  the  cen tury-  Contrary  to  t h i s  exp ec ta t ion  i t  i s  
both i n t e r e s t i n g  and s u r p r i s in g  to  note t h a t  grandmothers 
were dep ic ted  most f r e q u e n t ly  ( s ix  times) in  1977. 
Grandfathers* on th e  o th e r  hand* were portrayed  most 
f r e q u e n t ly  in  192 5 ( th ree  t im e s ) ,  what t h i s  i n d i c a t e s  about 
the  importance of grandmothers and g ran d fa th e rs  s ince  1920 
i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  say* given such a small  da ta  s e t .
C o n s is te n t  with Robertson’s (1977:173) suggest ion  t h a t  
th e  r o l e  of grandmothers (and no doubt g ra n d fa th e rs  as  well) 
changes with th e  age of th e  c h i l d ,  the  p resen t  a n a ly s i s  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  g randparen ts  were more l i k e l y  (10 out of 17 
cases) to  be dep ic ted  i n t e r a c t i n g  with f a m i l i e s  a t  the  
second s ta g e  of the  family l i f e  c y c le ,  t h a t  is*  when a l l  
c h i ld re n  a r e  under s ix  yea rs  of age. This can be explained 
by the  f a c t  th a t*  as f a m i l i e s  progress  through the  family  
l i f e  cycle* g randparen ts  become in c r e a s in g ly  spa rse  due to  
dea th ;  and a l s o  t h a t  th e  young g randch i ld ren  whom they once 
babysat and played with have grown and now have i n t e r e s t s  of 
t h e i r  own.
summary
Since 1920 th e  p o r t r a y a l  o f  wives in  magazine 
a d v e r t i s i n g  has evidenced a change in  terms of an increased  
emphasis on r e c r e a t i o n  and a decreased emphasis on household 
ta s k  performance. The d e p ic t io n  of t h e i r  r o l e  i n  economic 
p ro v is io n  and th e r a p e u t ic s  has remained e s s e n t i a l l y  the
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I l l u s t r a t i o n s  . Mother's Role in  P hysica l Care o f  Children.
(5Cd8D<3g<3bd at play
OFTEN GET LITTLE CUTS AND 
SCRATCHES. WHEN THEY DO 
AND CUTS NEED BANDAGING..
3 ® ^W
3V2/5E A READY- 
m a d e  BAND-AID 
INSTEAD OF FUSSING 
AROUND WITH AWKWARD,
HOME-MADE BANDAGES
Q}aND-A1D is neat a n d
CONVENIENT. JUST STICK ONE O N ... 
AND IT STAYS...EVEN ON HARD-TO- 
BANDAGE PUCES. BUY A BOX TODAY 




A E G . U .S . PA T. O P S .
A DHESIVE BANDAGES
(L i f e . 19^0, Vol. 8, Jan. 29» p. 72)
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Get behind an 
A^C Grenadier.
His first electric tra in  se t. ..a n d  you finally got it 
to  work. T h e  look on his (ace tells you this is an 
unforgettable moment. Now’s the tim e to relax w ith an 
unforgettable cigar—the m ild tasting AitC G renadier.
You (jet real flavor from the G renadier because it has 
AitC s un ique  blend of fine im ported and choice domestic 
tobaccos. A nd real flavor is the reason so many m en are 
buying so m any A kC 's.Soget behind an AsiC G renadier. 
Available in  light or dark  wrapper, it's shown fu ll site 
on the left. O r try a Panetela, a Tony o ro n e  
of nine o th er A&Cshapes and sites.
Antonio y Cleopatra
Pack or box, you're ahead behind an A&C*
(L ife ,  1970i Vol. 68, March 13, p. 16)
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same. In terms of  the  family l i f e  cy c le ,  t h e r e  have been no 
s i g n i f i c a n t  changes in  the  wives '  involvement in  housework, 
r e c r e a t i o n ,  o r  economic p ro v is ion .  However, th e  presence o f  
ch i ld re n  a t  family  l i f e  cycle  s ta g e s  two, t h r e e ,  and four i s  
a s so c ia te d  with a decrease  in  th e  wives' involvement in  
th e r a p e u t ic  a c t i v i t i e s  toward t h e i r  husbands.
in s p i t e  of the  f a c t  t h a t  economic p ro v is io n  fo r  
husbands has been emphasized more s t ro n g ly  dur ing  some time 
per iods  than  o th e r s  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  during t imes of economic 
s t r e s s ) ,  i t  has always been emphasized more than the  w i f e ' s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h i s  r o l e .  O v era l l ,  one would have to  
conclude t h a t  th e  c u l t u r a l  v a lu es  continue t o  support  the 
idea  t h a t  economic p rov is ion  i s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of the 
husband 's  r o l e ;  however, i t  i s  not a l l  work and no p lay .  
Recreation  has been in c re a s in g ly  emphasized s in ce  1920 and 
both t h i s  r o l e  and economic p rov is ion  have been emphasized 
throughout th e  family  l i f e  c y c le .  on the  o th e r  hand, 
household ta sk  performance ar.d t h e r a p e u t i c s  have rece ived  
l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  as a s p e c ts  of the  husband 's  r o l e ,  a t  l e a s t  
as  dep ic ted  in  magazine a d v e r t i s in g .
O v e ra l l ,  mothers s t i l l  a re  more l i k e l y  t o  be d ep ic ted  
in  th e  phys ica l  ca re  a sp e c ts  of parenthood, while f a t h e r s  
a re  more l i k e l y  t o  be involved in  th e  play a s p e c t s  (see 
I l l u s t r a t i o n s  3 and h ) .  The m other 's  involvement in  c h i ld  
ca re  did show a decrease ;  however, i t  does not  seem to  have 
decreased because of any compensating in c re a s e  in  the  
f a t h e r ' s  involvement.
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The dec reas ing  emphasis on c h i ld  ca re  f o r  f a t h e r s  s ince  
1920 b r in g s  in to  ques t ion  th e  emergence of fa therhood which 
one hears  so much about l a t e l y .  However, i t  i s  p o s s ib le  
t h a t  t h i s  emergence i s  too  r e c e n t  to  have been r e f l e c t e d  in  
magazine ad v e r t isem en ts .  There were no s i g n i f i c a n t  changes 
in  the  p o r t r a y a l  of f a t h e r s  engaged in  c h i ld  c a re  over the 
family l i f e  c y c le ,  but mothers were por trayed  d ec rea s in g ly  
in  th e  phys ica l  ca re  a s p e c ts  and in c r e a s in g ly  in  the  play 
aspec ts  over th e  family l i f e  c y c le .
When i t  comes to  the  r o l e s  of s i b l i n g s ,  o f f s p r in g ,  and 
g rand ch i ld ren ,  one th in g  i s  very c l e a r :  s in ce  a t  l e a s t
1920, t h e i r  r o l e s  have overwhelmingly involved r e c r e a t io n .  
In a d d i t i o n ,  th e  family  l i f e  cyc le  s tag e  depicted  made 
l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e .  This has t r u l y  been a t  l e a s t  the 
" h a l f - c e n tu ry "  of th e  c h i ld .
F in a l ly ,  th e  r o l e  of g randparen ts  rece ived  s u r p r i s i n g l y  
l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  even during  th e  e a r l i e r  t i n e  p e r io d s .  
Those adver t isem en ts  t h a t  did inc lude  g randparen ts  portrayed  
them as  involved p r im ar i ly  in  c h i ld  c a r e ,  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
those  adve r t isem en ts  d e p ic t in g  f a m i l i e s  a t  s ta g e  two, when 
a l l  c h i ld re n  are  under s i x  yea rs  of age.
In conc lus ion ,  when one ta k e s  a look a t  the  changes in  
the  d e p ic t io n  of fam ily  r o l e s  in  magazine a d v e r t i s in g  s in ce  
1920, one i s  immediately s t ru c k  with the  f a c t  t h a t  c e r t a i n  
r o le s  have changed somewhat while o th e rs  have remained 
e s s e n t i a l l y  th e  same. Change th en ,  i n  the  c u l t u r a l  va lues  
concerning fam ily  r o l e s ,  i s  not a unidimensional  concept.
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in  add it ion#  seme of th ese  changes have been more dramatic  
fo r  f a m i l i e s  a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s ta g e s  of the  fam ily  l i f e  cy c le .  
However# when one looks  a t  th e  " th re e  p i l l a r s "  of fam i l iy  
ro les#  t h a t  is# economic p rov is io n ,  household ta sk  
performance# and c h i ld  care# the  changes do not suggest any 
dramatic  s h i f t  toward a more e g a l i t a r i a n  family ro l e  
s t r u c t u r e .  This  i s  no t  s u r p r i s in g ,  s ince  i t  i s  th e  f a m i l i a l  
a spec t  of sex r o l e s  which seem t o  change the  s lowest  (Roper 
and LaBeff# 1977:118) and which males and females seem in  
l a rg e  agreement on (Osmond and Martin# 1975:7hh).
CHAPTEH V
FAMILY COMPANIONSHIP
Companionship in  t h e  p re sen t  s tudy i s  def ined as j o i n t
a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h a t  i s ,  a c t i v i t i e s  which family members sh a re .
In  much of th e  prev ious  re se a rc h  the  not ion  of companionship
has d e a l t  l a r g e ly  with l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s .  Although
companionship in  r e c r e a t io n  i s  d e a l t  w ith  in  the  p resen t
ch ap te r ,  companionship in  o th e r  a sp e c ts  of family l i f e  i s
a lso  d iscu ssed .  one reason fo r  inc lud ing  these  o th e r
a sp e c ts  of family l i f e  under a d iscuss ion  o f  companionship
i s  t h a t  as Edgell  (1972:457) p o in ts  o u t .
When companionship i s  def ined  s o le ly  i n  terms of 
shared  l e i s u r e ,  i t  i s  no t  su rp r i s in g  to  find 
th a t . . . c o m p a n io n sh ip  d ec l in e s  a f t e r  the 
c o u r t s h ip  s tag e  and no tab ly  a f t e r  th e  b i r t h  of 
th e  f i r s t  c h i ld .
T herefo re ,  by extending the  p o t e n t i a l  range of
a c t i v i t i e s ,  one might well f in d  t h a t  companionship in
c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  of family  l i f e  a c tu a l l y  in c re a s e s  over the
family l i f e  cyc le  o r  remains e s s e n t i a l l y  the  same.
Hagbaad-Fatfesizailazttgiiier goaganisasfeiE
Househpld ypsKs. As d iscussed  in  the  preceding 
c h a p te r ,  household t a s k s  have been depic ted  as  p r im ar i ly  the  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the  wife. However, o th e r  family members, 
in  p a r t i c u l a r  husbands, have been portrayed  as sharing  in 
th e s e  a c t i v i t i e s .  For example, husbands and wives are  shown 
s h a r in g  in  cooking, c lean ing  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  th e







Figure 13. Proportion D ep ictin g  Husband-Wife Companionship in
Household Tasks, by Year.
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sh a r ing  of household t a s k s  by a d v e r t i s e d  husbands and wives 
has in c reased  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s in c e  1920* thus  in d i c a t i n g  a 
change in  th e  c u l t u r a l  norms towards a more companionate 
form of marriage a t  l e a s t  in  terms of household ta sk  
performance (Figure 13).
Although husbands and wives have been i n c r e a s in g ly  
dep ic ted  as sh a r in g  household t a s k s  s ince  1920* th e r e  is*  as 
can be seen in  F igure  14* a s i g n i f i c a n t  d ec l in e  in  t h i s  
shar ing  over th e  family l i f e  cy c le .  That is*  those  
adver t isem ents  which do d ep ic t  housework a re  more l i k e l y  to  
po r t ray  husband-wife companionship in  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  fo r  
f a m i l i e s  a t  th e  e a r l i e r  s t a g e s .  Analysis of var iance  showed 
no s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f fe c t*  in d i c a t i n g  th a t  t h i s  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  held f o r  a l l  years  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (2-way 
in t e r a c t i o n s *  F = .471* p = .9 4 4 ) .
In o rd e r  t o  exp la in  th e  decrease  in  husband-wife 
shar ing  of housework over the  family l i f e  cycle* i t  i s  
h e lp fu l  to  look a t  the  e f f e c t  t h a t  th e  number of ch i ld re n  
has on th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  As the  number of  ch i ld re n  
inc reases*  r e g a rd le s s  o f  t h e i r  sex* husband-wife 
companionship in  housework dec reases  (Table D1)• Although 
c h i ld re n  are  not portrayed  f r e q u e n t ly  as shar ing  household 
t a s k s  with t h e i r  parents* i t  seems t h a t  th e  very presence of 
c h i ld re n  dec reases  th e  l ik e l ih o o d  of husbands and wives 
sha r ing  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  Possibly* t h i s  i s  a r e f l e c t i o n  of 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  when ch i ld re n  come on the  scene* p a r t i c u l a r l y  
o ld e r  children*  they serve as a new batch o f  p o t e n t i a l  
" r e c r u i t s "  t o  he lp  th e  wife with what i s  considered
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e s s e n t i a l l y  her  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .
Another p o s s ib le  ex p lana t ion  of t h i s  decrease in  
husband-wife sh a r in g  of household t a sk s  over th e  family l i f e  
cycle i s  t h a t  th e  o v e r a l l  e g a l i t a r i a n  p a t t e r n ,  more common 
among p re -p a re n ta l  cou p les ,  i s  g ra d u a l ly  rep laced  by a more 
d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  d iv i s io n  of l a b o r  in  the  fam ily  when c h i ld re n  
come on th e  scene, r e g a rd le s s  of whether th e  c h i ld re n  share  
in  household t a s k s  or n o t .
c a r e . As po in ted  out in  the  prev ious  c h a p te r ,  
mothers have been dep ic ted  as  p r im a r i ly  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  the  
p hy s ica l  c a re  a s p e c ts  o f  parenthood while f a t h e r s  have been 
d ep ic ted  as  p r im a r i ly  involved in th e  play a s p e c t s .  
Therefo re ,  magazine a d v e r t i s i n g  has p a in ted  a p i c tu r e  of 
both mothers and f a th e r s  being re sp o n s ib le  fo r  c h i l d - c a r e ,  
a l b e i t  in  terms of d i f f e r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s .  But, what of 
shared c h i l d - c a r e  a c t i v i t i e s ?  Has th e r e  been any change in  
husband-wife companionship in  c h i l d - c a r e  s ince  1920?
The evidence from th e  p re se n t  study i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  no 
s i g n i f i c a n t  change has taken place in  husband-wife 
companionship in  terms of o v e r a l l  c h i l d - c a r e  a c t i v i t i e s  
(Table D2).  The p a t t e r n ,  however i s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  one of 
th e  high p o in t s  occurred  in  1936 during  th e  dep ress io n .  
P oss ib ly  an emphasis on family  coopera t ion  during t h i s  
s t r e s s f u l  t im e ex p la in s  the  i n c r e a s e .  One might assume t h a t  
husband-wife companionship in  c h i ld - c a r e  would have been 
high during the  baby boom y ea rs  between 1945 and 19 55. 
However, a l though n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  lower than o th e r  years
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analysed ,  t h e  years  19h5, 1950, and 1955 were among th o se  
which l e a s t  emphasized husband-wife shar ing  of c h i l d - c a r e .  
After  the  baby boom years  th e r e  i s  in c reased  emphasis, most 
of these  subsequent yea rs  being among those  which emphasized 
husband-wife companionship in  c h i l d - c a r e  th e  most.
I t  may be t h a t  th e  in c reased  emphasis only appears when 
th e  c h i ld re n  of the  baby boom have grown o ld e r .  This 
exp lana t ion  i s  supported by th e  f a c t  t h a t  most of the  
ad ver t isem en ts  po r t ray in g  husband-wife companionship in  
c h i ld - c a r e  involved th e  play a s p e c t s  of p a re n t in g .  That i s ,  
when sha r ing  of t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was dep ic ted  i t  u s u a l ly  
showed mother and f a th e r  p laying  with th e  c h i ld re n  r a t h e r  
than p h y s ic a l ly  c a r in g  fo r  them.
I t  i s  t h i s  emphasis on the  play a s p e c ts  which may 
exp la in  the  lower emphasis during th e  baby boom yea rs ,  (then 
th e  ch i ld re n  a re  young and r e q u i r e  more phys ica l  c a r e ,  
mothers and f a th e r s  a re  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  share  in  c h i l d - c a r e ,  
a c t i v i t i e s .  However, as a m ajo r i ty  of th e  c h i ld re n  of the 
baby boom reached the  p o in t  (around th e  beginning the  
s i x t i e s )  where r e c r e a t i o n  made up a l a r g e r  p o r t io n  of 
p a ren ts  involvement in  c h i l d - c a r e ,  mothers and f a th e r s  were 
in c r e a s in g ly  portrayed a s  shar ing  in  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .
F u r th e r  support  fo r  t h i s  exp lana t io n  i s  provided by th e  
a n a ly s i s  of v a r ian ce  r e s u l t s .  When one looks a t  th e  changes 
in  m o the r- fa the r  companionship i n  the  p lay  a s p e c ts  of 
c h i ld - c a r e  s ince  1920, th e r e  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  
e f f e c t  (F = 1.866, p = *009) with family  l i f e  c y c le .  The
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inc rease  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t i c e a b le  f o r  th e  s ta g e s  of the 
f a a i l y  l i f e  cyc le  when th e  c h i ld re n  a re  o ld e r ,  t h a t  i s ,  
s tag es  four and f i v e  (Table D3) ... This f in d in g  i s  supported 
by Stone*s (1963:85) r e s u l t s  showing t h a t  a d o le s c e n t s ,  
re g a rd le s s  of t h e i r  age, wish to  share  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  with t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .
Re c r e a t i o n . I t  i s  t h i s  a spec t  of husband-wife 
companionship which has rece ived  the  most a t t e n t i o n  in  the 
l i t e r a t u r e .  Blood and Wolfe (1960:150), f o r  example, found 
th a t  companionship i s  the  most valued aspec t  o f  marriage. 
Their measure c f  companionship i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  an index of 
shared l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s .  Even though Blood and Wolfe 
(1960:1U7) suggest  t h a t  companionship has "emerged" as the  
most valued aspec t  of marr iage, t h e i r  c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l  data  
can n e i th e r  support  nor r e f u t e  such a c o n ten t io n .
The p re se n t  lo n g i tu d in a l  a n a ly s i s  i n d i c a t e s ,  as can be 
seen in  Figure 15, t h a t  ad v e r t isem en ts  s ince  1920 have 
In c re a s in g ly  emphasized shared  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  
between husbands and wives. This s i g n i f i c a n t  in c re a s e  has 
been f a i r l y  c o n s i s t e n t  except fo r  a dram atic  d ec l in e  in 1931 
during the  dep ress ion ,  followed by a gradual  in c re a s e  u n t i l  
the  war years  when a s l i g h t  d e c l in e  i s  noted. A f te r  19U5 
the  inc reased  emphasis on husband-wife companionship in  
r e c re a t io n  i s  f a i r l y  c o n s i s t e n t .  This in c re a s e  over time i s  
in  p a r t  a r e s u l t  of women becoming in c r e a s in g ly  involved in  
th e  more a t h l e t i c  forms of r e c r e a t i o n  such as  camping, 
t e n n i s ,  and sk lng .  T herefo re ,  th e r e  i s  a g r e a t e r  range of
Figure 16. Proportion Depicting Husband-Wife Companionship in 
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r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  p o t e n t i a l l y  shared with husbands.
Blood and Wolfe’s (1960:147) con ten t ion  t h a t  shared  
husband-wife r e c r e a t i o n  has emerged as  a more im portan t  
a sp ec t  of married l i f e  i s  supported* a t  l e a s t  as  r e f l e c t e d  
in  magazine ad ve r t isem en ts .  The f a c t  t h a t  " th e  combination 
of r e l a t i v e l y  l a t e  marriage, sh o r t  l i f e  expectancy, and high 
f e r t i l i t y  r a r e ly  allowed fo r  an ’ empty n e s t ’ s tage"  in  the  
n in e te e n th  cen tury  (Hareven, 1976:17), ex p la in s  in  p a r t  t h i s  
emergence of shared r e c r e a t i o n  between husbands and wives. 
Put simply, husbands and wives have more years  to  devote to  
such a c t i v i t i e s  a f t e r  th e  "ch i ld - lau n c h in g "  s ta g e .
Analysis  o f  var iance  in d ic a te d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  (F = 4,124, p = .000) between family l i f e  
cyc le  and th e  passage of t ime. The increased  emphasis on 
shared husband-wife r e c r e a t i o n  was most notea among f a m i l i e s  
a t  th e  p re -  and p o s t -p a r e n ta l  s ta g e s  of the family l i f e  
cy c le  (Figure 16). This i s  c o n s i s t e n t  with th e  c u r v i l i n e a r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  found in  much o f  the  re sea rch  concerning 
g enera l  m a r i t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  over the  family l i f e  cyc le  
(B o l l in s  and Cannon, 1974). As Burr (1970:29) p o in ts  o u t ,  
however, t h e r e  a re  v a r io u s  a s p e c ts  of m a r i t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  
p o t e n t i a l l y  a f fe c te d  d i f f e r e n t l y  by passage through the  
fam ily  l i f e  c y c le .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  in  terras of s a t i s f a c t i o n  
with husband-wife companionship in  r e c r e a t i o n .  B urr’ s (1970) 
f in d in g  t h a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  tends  to  be c u r v i l i n e a r  i s  
c o n s i s t e n t  with th e  p re sen t  f in d in g s .  That i s ,  husbands and 
wives not only r e p o r t  g r e a te r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  with shared
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r e c r e a t io n  fluting th e  pre-  and p o s t -p a r e n ta l  s t a g e s ,  but the 
c u l t u r a l  va lues  r e f l e c t e d  in  magazine a d v e r t i s in g  suggest  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of conjugal  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a t  
these  s t a g e s  of the  fam ily  l i f e  cy c le .
The p re se n t  f in d in g s  are  somewhat i n c o n s i s t e n t  with 
o r t h n e r ' s  (1975) a n a ly s i s  of husband-wife l e i s u r e  
a c t i v i t i e s .  He found t h a t  “j o i n t  l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s "  
decreased over th e  family  l i f e  cycle  and did not show a 
c u r v i l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  This in c o n s is te n c y  may be 
expla ined  by s e v e ra l  f a c t o r s .
F i r s t ,  o r th n e r  (1975) i s  dea l ing  with a c tu a l  behavior 
and th e  p re se n t  s tudy d e a ls  with c u l t u r a l  va lues .  However, 
in a d d i t i o n ,  th e re  a r e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  the  measurement of 
s e v e ra l  v a r i a b le s  in the  two s tu d ie s  which may exp la in  the 
d iscrepancy .
For example, Orthner (1975) d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  between
j o i n t  and p a r a l l e l  l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  whereas these  two
types  o f  shared  l e i s u r e  were combined in  th e  p re sen t  s tudy .
Orthner (1975:93) e x p la in s  t h a t .
J o i n t  a c t i v i t i e s  r e q u i r e  a high degree of 
i n t e r a c t i o n  f o r  s u c c e s s fu l  completion o f  the 
a c t i v i t y  and tend  to  open communication and 
encourage ro le  in te rchan ge .  P a r a l l e l  a c t i v i t i e s  
a re  l i t t l e  more than in d iv id u a l  a c t i v i t i e s  in 
group s e t t i n g s  and a minimum of i n t e r a c t i o n  i s  
allowed among the  p a r t i c i p a n t s .
He found t h a t  j o i n t  l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s  decreased over the  
fam ily  l i f e  c y c le ,  while p a r a l l e l  l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s  
remained about th e  same. By combining these  two types in  
t h e  p re se n t  s tudy ,  the  dec rease  in  j o i n t  a c t i v i t i e s  may be
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masked by t h e  r e l a t i v e  s t a b i l i t y  of p a r a l l e l  a c t i v i t i e s .
P oss ib ly  even more im portan t  than the  i s s u e  of j o i n t  
versus p a r a l l e l  l e i s u r e  in  ex p la in ing  th e  d i s c re p a n t  
f in d ing s  i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  O r th n e r ’ s (1975:95) measure of the  
family l i f e  c y c le ,  o r  what he r e f e r s  t o  as th e  " m a r i t a l  
c a r e e r , "  does not c o n t ro l  f o r  the  number of c h i ld r e n .  
Therefore ,  i t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s ib le  t h a t  even during  the  f i r s t  
and l a s t  s ta g e s  of th e  " m a r i t a l  c a ree r"  c h i ld re n  might be 
p re se n t .  This was no t  th e  case in  th e  p re se n t  study; and 
th e r e f o r e ,  the  c u r v i l i n e a r  e f f e c t s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  to the  
presence o r  absence of ch i ld ren  a re  more ev iden t .
R o l l in s  and Cannon’ s (197h:28l) ex p lan a t io n  of the
c u r v i l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between m a r i ta l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  and
family  l i f e  cyc le  would apply a l s o  to  th e  c u r v i l i n e a r
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th e  d ep ic t io n  of husband-wife
companionship in  r e c re a t io n  and family l i f e  c y c l e . *1 Their
exp lana t ion  i s  based on r o l e  th eo ry  and they  s t a t e  th a t
I t  seems reasonab le  t h a t  i t  would be during 
p e r iod s  of t im e when the  number and i n t e n s i t y  of 
r o l e s  of an in d iv id u a l  a r e  g r e a t e s t  t h a t  ro le  
c o n f l i c t ,  r o l e  in c o m p a t ib i l i t y ,  and the  amount 
of a c t i v i t y  t h a t  i s  norm atively  p re sc r ibed  in  a
1. c a u t io n a ry  arguments concerning th e  c u r v i l i n e a r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between fam ily  l i f e  cyc le  and m a r i t a l  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  have been r a i s e d  by Span ier ,  Lewis and Cole 
(1975), H i l l e r  (1975), and Schram (1979). Schram (1979) 
d i s c u sse s  s e v e ra l  confounding v a r ia b le s  which may be 
involved in  producing t h i s  c u r v i l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  For 
example, th e  f a c t  t h a t  d i s s a t i s f i e d  couples  are  l i k e l y  to  be 
s e le c te d  ou t  through d iv o rce  before  reach ing  l a t e r  s tag es  of 
t h e  family l i f e  cy c le  needs to  be . taken  i n t o  account.
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p e r s o n 's  l i f e  would be a t  a maximum. These data 
along with r o l e  theo ry  suggest  t h a t  r o l e  s t r a i n  
would be g r e a t e s t  and m a r i t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  l e a s t  
a t  t h e  middle s t a g e s  of the  fam ily  l i f e  cycle  
and r o l e  s t r a i n  would be l e a s t  and m ar i ta l  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  g r e a t e s t  a t  both ends o f  the  family  
l i f e  cy c le .
I t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  th e  inc reased  family  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  which occur when c h i ld r e n  come on the  
family scene might well le a d  to  a r o l e  overload s i t u a t i o n ,  
thereby simply leav ing  l e s s  t ime a v a i l a b l e  f o r  shared 
husband-wife r e c r e a t i o n .  F u r th e r  support  f o r  t h i s  p o s i t io n  
i s  supplied  by th e  f a c t  t h a t ,  in  the  p re se n t  s tudy ,  as th e  
number of c h i ld re n  in c re a s e d ,  r e g a rd le s s  of t h e i r  sex, 
emphasis on husband-wife companionship in  r e c r e a t io n  
decreased.
cgseaaiQBSfeip is
The magazine ad v e r t isem en ts  s t ro n g ly  r e f l e c t e d  the  
c u l t u r a l  value t h a t  the  " fam ily  t h a t  p lays  to g e th e r  s t a y s  
t o g e th e r . "  In f a c t ,  in  terms of companionship, pa ren ts  are 
d ep ic ted  as sha r ing  in  l i t t l e  with t h e i r  c h i ld re n  o ther  than 
r e c r e a t io n .  O ccas iona l ly ,  a c h i ld  i s  shown shar ing  in  
housework o r  c h i l d - c a r e ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  th e  r a r e  excep t ion .
As Hye (1976:132) p o in ts  o u t ,  t h e r e  has been " l i t t l e  
re se a rc h  t h a t  focuses  on t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  p a t t e r n s  a s s o c ia te d  
with fam ily  r e c r e a t i o n , "  and ye t  i t  i s  app a ren t ly  an 
im portant  a sp e c t  of family  l i f e .  For example, Hye 
(1970:137) found t h a t  a l a r g e  p ropor t ion  of spouses agreed 
t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  provide fo r  family r e c r e a t i o n  ought
102
t o  be e i t h e r  th e  husband*s, th e  w i f e ' s  o r  a j o i n t  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  In o th e r  words, which family  member 
o rgan izes  family  r e c r e a t i o n  i s  l e s s  im portan t  than th e  f a c t  
t h a t  someone does i t .  The overabundance (80 percent)  of 
adver t isem ents  d e p ic t in g  family  members shar ing  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  i s  a l s o  evidence of i t s  importance to fam ily  
l i f e .
Has t h i s  importance a t tach ed  t o  family companionship in  
r e c re a t io n  always been with us? Orthner (1975:91) p o in ts  
out t h a t  e a r l i e r  s t u d i e s  (Ogburn, 193U; Parsons and B ales ,  
1955) c la im ing a d ec l in e  in  th e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  func tion  of the  
family have been supp lan ted  by s t u d i e s  suggest ing  the  
importance of such a c t i v i t i e s  in  family l i f e  (Foote and 
C o t t r e l l ,  1955; Hobart, 1963; Edwards, 1967; Damazedier, 
1967; and K elly ,  1972). I s  i t  not p o s s ib le  t h a t  both 
p o s i t io n s  a re  c o r r e c t  and were in  t a c t  tapp ing  the  emergence 
of th e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  r o l e  which Nye (1976) a l lu d e s  to?  After 
a l l ,  as Hye (1976:131) p o in ts  o u t ,  " longer  pa id  v ac a t io n s ,  
s h o r t e r  work weeks, and more th ree -d ay  weekends provide 
increased  time f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s . "
The p re se n t  a n a ly s i s ,  s in ce  i t  r e l i e s  on l o n g i tu d in a l  
d a ta ,  can more adequate ly  address  th e  i s s u e  of whether or 
not  companionship in  r e c r e a t io n  has emerged as a more 
im portan t  a spec t  of fam ily  l i f e  than Nye's (1976) s tudy .  
When one looks  a t  th e  d ep ic t io n  of such a c t i v i t i e s  in  
magazine a d v e r t i s i n g ,  one f in d s  t h a t  th e r e  has been a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  in c r e a s e  in  emphasis on shared r e c r e a t io n  fo r
Figure 17. Proportion D ep ictin g  M other-Father-Son-Daughter Companionship
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t h e  e n t i r e  n u c l e a r  f a m i l y  u n i t  ( F i g u r e  1 7 ) .
This s i g n i f i c a n t  in c re a s e  in  emphasis on shared family  
r e c r e a t io n  has no t ,  however, been the  same fo r  a l l  family  
l i f e  cyc le  s t a g e s .  There i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  
e f f e c t  (F = 1.886, p = .009) between the  h i s t o r i c a l  passage 
of time and th e  family  l i f e  c y c le ,  with f a m i l i e s  a t  s tage  
th r e e  showing th e  most dram atic  in c re a s e  s in ce  1920. This 
i s  due to  the  f a c t  t h a t  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
companionship in r e c r e a t i o n  and the  family l i f e  cycle  i s  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  c u r v i l i n e a r  (Figure 18). L i t t l e  shared 
r e c r e a t io n  occurs  between p a ren ts  and ch i ld ren  when a l l  the 
ch i ld re n  a re  below s ix  yea rs  of age (s tage  two), no doubt 
because th e  range of p o s s ib le  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  
more l im i te d  r e l a t i v e  t c  those  a v a i l a b le  to  o ld e r  ch i ld re n  
and t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  However, a t  s tag e  fo u r ,  when a l l  the 
c h i ld re n  a re  over s i x  years  of age, th e r e  i s  a decrease in  
shared r e c r e a t i o n ,  a l though nowhere near  the  low l e v e l  of 
f a m i l i e s  a t  s tage  two. P oss ib ly  th e  ch i ld re n  of f a m i l i e s  a t  
s tag e  four  a re  thought to  have many more ou ts id e  i n t e r e s t s  
of t h e i r  own.
This no t ion  of " r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e i r  own" 
i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t ic e a b le  when one looks  a t  the  sharing  of 
such a c t i v i t i e s  between p a ren ts  and t h e i r  a d u l t  c h i ld r e n ,  
t h a t  i s ,  f a m i l i e s  a t  l i f e  cyc le  s tage  f i v e .  The one 
predominant r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  which pa ren ts  are  
portrayed  as shar ing  with t h e i r  a d u l t  ch i ld ren  i s  v i s i t i n g ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  during  hol iday  seasons .  Thus, ad ver t isem en ts
Figure 19. Proportion Depicting Brother-Sister Companionship in 
Recreation, by Year.
25







F  = 7 .069  S ign . = .0082 N = 288
106
107
show extended f a m i l i e s  happ ily  gathered around the  
Thanksgiving tu rkey  or b i r th d a y  cake. Severa l  s t u d i e s  
(Nimkoff, 1961; Adams, 1968; and Ward, 1978) support  t h i s  
con ten t ion  t h a t  a major form of shared r e c r e a t i o n  between 
pa ren ts  and a d u l t  c h i ld re n  i s  what Adams (1968) r e f e r s  to  in  
h is  a n a ly s i s  of urban k insh ip  p a t t e r n s  as " r i t u a l  r e u n io n s ."
in  a d d i t io n ,  as  t h e  family  moves through th e  l i f e  cyc le  
th e re  i s  an in c re a s e  in  th e  number of c h i ld re n  po r t ray ed .  
This in c re a s e  in  c h i ld re n  a l low s f o r  more of a p o t e n t i a l  
s h i f t  away from p a re n t - c h i ld  companionship i n  r e c r e a t io n  to  
s i b l i n g  companionship in  r e c r e a t i o n .*2
Csa£aBi2flsill£ s s c i s a t i s B  
I s  t h e r e  a tendency to  d e p ic t  p a r t i c u l a r  sexed s i b l i n g s  
shar ing  r e c r e a t i o n ?  The evidence in d i c a t e s  t h a t ,  o v e r a l l ,  
same sexed s i b l i n g s  seem to  be p r e f e r r e d .  That i s ,  b ro th e r s  
p re fe r  sha r ing  l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s  with b ro th e r s  and s i s t e r s  
with s i s t e r s .
However, when one looks a t  F igure  19 i t  i s  ev iden t  t h a t  
c ro ss - sex ed s i b l i n g  companionship in  r e c r e a t io n  has become 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l e s s  d e s i r a b le  s in ce  1920. This n ega t iv e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between b r o t h e r - s i s t e r  companionship in
2 m " As mentioned"in”th e  p rev ious  ch a p te r  concerning mothers* 
and fa th e rs*  r o l e s  in  c h i l d - c a r e ,  i t  was found t h a t  f a t h e r s  
were about twice as  l i k e l y  t o  be shown p lay ing  (a form of 
ch i ld -ca re )  with sons as  opposed to  daugh te rs .  Bothers on 
the  o th e r  hand, a re  j u s t  a s  l i k e l y  to  be found p laying  with 
c h i ld re n  of e i t h e r  sex .
Figure 20. Proportion D ep ictin g  B ro th er -S is ter  Companionship in
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r e c r e a t io n  and the  passage of time i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l e s s  
n o t ic ab le  f o r  those  portrayed  in  f a m i l i e s  a t  s tage  t h r e e ,  
t h a t  i s ,  when some c h i ld re n  are  under s i x  years  o f  age and 
o the rs  a re  over (Figure 20).
An a n a ly s i s  of th e  sex of th e  o ld e r  s i b l i n g  in th e se  
s i t u a t i o n s  in d ic a te d  t h a t  males vere more l i k e l y  to  be the 
o lder  s i b l i n g .  What we may be see ing  here i s  an emphasis on 
the  b l g - b r o t h e r / l i t t l e - s i s t e r  syndrome, where the  o ld e r  
s i b l i n g  i s  looked upon as  a source of companionship as well 
as  p r o t e c t io n .  This i s  not to suggest  t h a t  b ro th e r s  and 
s i s t e r s  a t  e i t h e r  s ta g e s  two or four  cannot d i f f e r  in  age, 
but r a th e r  t h a t  th e  d i s t in g u i s h in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  between 
s i b l i n g s  a t  s tage  th r e e  i s  more a m atte r  of one c h i ld  having 
entered  schoo l  (a major r i t e  of passage) and th e  o th e r  not 
having done so. In  o the r  words, i t  i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  one 
s i b l in g  i s  somehow more "worldly" than th e  o th e r  and i s  
looked up to  which may exp la in  th e  g r e a t e r  l ik e l ih o o d  of 
cross-sexed  companionship i n  r e c re a t io n  being por trayed  a t  
t h i s  s tage  of th e  family l i f e  cy c le .
A counter  argument t o  t h i s  might be t h a t  c ro ss -sex ed  
s i b l in g s ,  both of whom a re  a t  e i t h e r  s tage  two or f o u r ,  
might have more in  common and th e r e f o r e  be more l i k e l y  to  
share  r e c r e a t i o n .  In terms o f  s tage  four i t  may well be the 
e v e r - in c re a s in g  sex d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  of male and 
female s i b l i n g s  which exp la in  th e  decrease  in  c ro ss - sexed  
s i b l in g  companionship in  r e c r e a t i o n .  As to  why an 
e s s e n t i a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  decrease  occurs f o r  c ross -sexed
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Illustration 5. Lack of Family Companionship in Household Tasks.
■’HE—'™
H O W  A CASE OF THE SNIFFLES SET Mrs. FRENCH FREE!
fWASH AMD THEMHOW
CAWT ocwr W A /V T
m
m y , M
i
«row c a n  s i r  
M Y  PftOSifM,
Mr. french  esp ltined . " I f  any* 
thing h ipp to*  I 'a  In ih« d o t  
houa* I”  "Doa'i  w orrr."  the 
Uuodry told h ie .  " V *  use 
loep* >* l i f t  i t  th t  oo*« *t*d 
■t hom e.V e soften w i m  id tf t  
tjCcelifr*- And n i t  the w i t t in g  
u d  (cooing tam pers ru n s  ir*  
thexsM m ricslty  cocttrolledr* 
M r. French v n  convinced„
"GUESS 9 leT MYSf JJ  
IN FOR SOMETHING,
Mid .Mr. P unch outside* "C ut 
fo u  im a g in e  A* d o in g  Ih* 
w ish*” T h t  doctor smiled. “I 
wouldn't sdrJse that,"  h* isid. 
V h r  oocJtf ih* laundry d o it?  
My w il t  isys they d a  beautiful 
wofk. R rj to o tb lf ,  too/* So 
p e rt day M r. French dropped 
by lb* ituadry.
M
THIN MRS. HUNCH 
W A S  SURf
EBUT MRS. FRENCH W AS  FROM M ISSOURI". . . when ib« bundle n a e b e c k .  How her whit* thing* speckled I How 
bright te d  gay tboM colored 
clothes looked I Aad O ld  took 
ooe look if  the biU t a d  said. 
It's a b a ria in l from  now  oo 
we'U o«t ih* w ith  out o f the 
bouse . . . and you out o f the 
cellar. How about a date for 
luncb o c ii  washday i
when he to id h e r what he'd doe* 
ih* lo o k ed  d o u b tfu l. " D o n 't  
worry," her husband said .'T I 
bl«e changed. W hy, if you'd iceo 
that ep ic-aod 'ip in  laoodry with 
in  modern equipm ent you'd hi** 
been lure they'4  do  a good job."
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How to enfoy 52 worJifiii wathdayt a yoar*♦.
Forget the old-fashioned idea tha t washing should be 
done a t  home. Time* have chanted—today you couldn't 
begin to be the  wnaiiing specialist tha t your laundry is.
T he laundry industry has spent million* on reatarch in 
the East five y ean . They've studied the vtlect* of dif­
ferent types of soap and dijfcrent water temperature* on 
all type* of fabrics, all rotors. They’ve spent a  king’* 
ransom on modem equipment.
Today the  laundry take* as good care of your things as 
you would. And many women adm it tha t they can't 
match the  laundry when i t  cornea to  beautiful finishing 
of blanket*, curtains aad shirt*. £o take a  vacation from 
washday . .  . rail your laundry today. There’* a  sendee 
and price to  fit your n
IN 1940 UT FRKDOM RING
Why itruggla with hamm-wmhing. . .  
DO YOU KNOW,. .
T h u  while you may divide your w n h  J wayi} 
white dothea, colored clothes and tine fabiicii tu- 
day'* laundry makes up to I*  claiiiAcsrtoa* . . . 
tJsh  u t  which g*ta aspirate treatment f 
Thai m s  the water u ird  for tin tin g  clothe* is 
toftened icieotiAcaily t
T h u  while you may ut* 2 or i  cbaogvi o f  water, 
tisndard practice today call* for up  to 12 chan*ss 
for each wash?





Illustration 6, Family Companionship in Household Tasks,
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l i T f e ^ f f l i M n n n c i v K M  * £ S
My new dishwasher 
just had to be a Maytag,’ 
• i-^ mn iK writes Mrs. Cygan.
nr/ % S
'How could I  pick anything else?
"After all, my other May tags 
have gone 11 rugged years with 
only one repair”
>!*-?*■■.‘.'V iii- 'i {V r t f  frTrr^i jV  ■ i w a # f r P ^ r ^ ' T *  j
B«*tt I ; «*- CrflM! *>cK 11;0<w*,a; U*. Cram.
'.My husband and I didn't have to think twice about 
what kind of dishwasher to get/' say* Mrs. Mary Cygan 
of Mundeiein, Illinois. "Not after the way our depend* 
able Maytag Washer and Dryer have performed.”
"This Maytag Dishwasher of mine is such a work* 
saver/' continues Mrs. Cygan. “I don’t rinse even the 
heavily.soiled dishes. I scrape otT the big scraps, and in 
they go. You should see how clean they come out."
There's a reason a Maytag gels dishes cleaner without 
pre rinsing, Mrs. Cygan. Maytag'* exclusive Micro* 
M<shr" Killer keeps the water elcaner through the whole 
cycle. And only Maytag haa a full-size spray arm on top , 
as well as one Wow. More water action, from more sides, 
means more cleaning power,1
Another nice Maytag convenience is huge capacity.
A Maytag can do dinner dishes for a big family in one 
load. (For a small family, this means you only have to 
wash d ishes once a day.)
Maytag gives you a choice of built-in or portable dish* 
washers in a variety of contemporary colors. The built-in 
also comes in stainless steel and with a Trim Kit that lets 
you decorate the front panel with your own fabric, wall­
paper, or wood paneling. See them soon at your Maytag 
Dealer's. He's in the Yellow Pages.
Naturally, we don’t say all Maytag* will 
equal the record Mrs. Cygan wrote about But 
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s i b l in g s  a t  s ta g e  two seems t o  be expla ined  by th e  £act t h a t  
o f ten  one o f  th e  c h i ld re n  portrayed  a t  t h i s  s ta g e  i s  s t i l l  
an i n f a n t  and t h e r e f o r e  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of shared r e c r e a t io n  
i s  l im i t e d .
Summary
As shown in  I l l u s t r a t i o n s  5 and 6, th e  p re sen t  f in d in g s  
support t h e  o f te n  made con ten t ion  t h a t  companionship has 
emerged as a more im portan t  a sp e c t  of family  l i f e .  This 
in c re a se  in  th e  importance of companionship among family  
members was r e f l e c t e d  by s e v e r a l  of th e  ways t h a t  
companionship i s  dep ic ted  in  magazine adve r t isem en ts .
In term s of husband-wife companionship, i t  was found 
t h a t  in c re a sed  emphasis was placed on companionship in  
household t a s k  performance s ince  1920, p a r t i c u l a r l y  fo r
f a m i l i e s  a t  th e  e a r l i e r  s ta g e s  of the  l i f e  cy c le .  
Companionship in  th e  "play"  a s p e c t s  of c h i ld - c a r e  was a l s o  
found to  in c re a s e  s in c e  1920, p a r t i c u l a r l y  fo r  f a m i l i e s  a t  
s tag es  t h r e e  and fo u r  of th e  fam ily  l i f e  c y c le .  
Companionship in  r e c r e a t i o n  a l s o  in c reased  s in ce  19 20, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  during  th e  p re -  and p o s t - p a r e n ta l  s ta g e s .
When i t  cane t o  p a r e n t - c h i ld  companionship, r e c r e a t io n  
was the  a c t i v i t y  overwhelmingly emphasized. The slogan " th e  
family  which prays t o g e t h e r ,  s t a y s  t o g e t h e r , "  can be 
rephrased  fo r  magazine a d v e r t i s i n g  as  th e  family t h a t  p lays
to g e th e r ,  s t a y s  to g e th e r .  In  f a c t ,  t h i s  has been
in c re a s in g ly  emphasized s in c e  1920, p a r t i c u l a r l y  fo r
f a m i l i e s  a t  s ta g e  th r e e  of the  fam ily  l i f e  cy c le .
113
Finally# same-sexed s i b l i n g  companionship in  r e c r e a t i o n  
vas found to  be th e  p re fe r r e d  p a t t e r n  and has not changed 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s ince  1920 or over th e  family  l i f e  c y c le .  
However# c ro ss - sex ed  s i b l i n g  companionship in  r e c r e a t i o n  vas 
found to  have become in c re a s in g ly  l e s s  popular over t ime.
In conclusion# the  c u l t u r a l  values r e f l e c t e d  in
magazine a d v e r t i s i n g  suggest  t h a t  family  companionship has
become in c re a s in g ly  important# p a r t i c u l a r l y  companionship in
r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  As o r th n e r  (1975:101) says#
The a b i l i t y  of l e i s u r e  to  in f lu e n c e  the  family 
may be in c re a s in g  and i f  the  family i s  moving 
toward companionship as  a source  o f  m a r i ta l  
s o l id a r i t y #  then th e  l e i s u r e  f a c t o r  i s  of 
c r i t i c a l  importance.
CHAPTER VI
FAMILY INTIMACY
Intimacy between fam ily  members i s  something which
contemporary Americans tend  to  take  fo r  g ra n te d ,  a l though as
Shorter  (1975) and o th e r s  have made c l e a r ,  in t imacy as  a
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  family  l i f e  may be of r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t
o r ig in .  In a d d i t io n ,  intimacy has been viewed as  having
become in c re a s in g ly  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of fam ily  r e l a t i o n s .  For
example, Burgess, Locke, and Thornes (1945) speak of the
family evolv ing from i n s t i t u t i o n  to  companionship.
The point  o f  t h e i r  d iscuss ion  i s  t h a t  
i n c r e a s in g ly  family behavior has become a
fu n c t io n  of "mutual a f f e c t i o n  and consensus of 
i t s  members" r a th e r  than "mores, p u b l ic  opin ion , 
and law ."  (Kerckhoff, 1972:22).
The l i t e r a t u r e  on fam ily  in t imacy s u f f e r s  from a lack  
of conceptual  c l a r i t y .  For example, the  terms companionship 
and in t im acy  have a t  t imes been used in te rch an g eab ly .  This 
would be le s s  of a problem i f  a t  l e a s t  th e  concep t ,  whatever 
one chooses t o  c a l l  i t ,  were o p e ra t io n a l iz e d  in  a c o n s i s t e n t  
fa sh ion .  One f in d s  however, t h a t  some of  th e  measurement 
techniques  used tend t o  combine a s p e c t s  of both
companionship and intimacy under the  same summary score  and 
then r e f e r  to  i t  as an index of  e i t h e r  companionship or
intimacy. *1.
1. See S t ra u s  and”  Brown (1978) fo r  a source  of tech n iq ues  
which measure fam ily  in t im acy and companionship. In 
p a r t i c u l a r ,  J .  L. Hawkins’ "M ari ta l  Companionship Sca le"  
and R. G. Tharp’ s "Marriage Role Dimensions" seem to  
s u f f e r  from t h i s  problem.
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What e x a c t ly  I s  family Intimacy and how does I t  d i f f e r  
from companionship? I t  I s  t h i s  au thor*s  c o n te n t io n ,  and 
drawing on Webster*s *New C o l le g ia te  Dictionary* (197 5),  
t h a t  companionship r e f e r s  to  the  a c t  o f  "keeping company or 
a s s o c ia t in g  with" ano ther  through some shared ac t iv i ty . .  
Intimacy, on th e  o th e r  hand, r e f e r s  t o  th e  degree o f  
"c lo seness ,  c o n ta c t ,  o r  f a m i l i a r i t y "  between two people
re g a rd le s s  of whether o r  not  they  a re  sh a r in g  an a c t i v i t y .  
Therefore ,  th e  f a c t  t h a t  family members are  sh a r ing  
a c t i v i t i e s  does not n e c e s s a r i l y  imply t h a t  they are  on 
in t im a te  terms with each o th e r .  In o the r  words, i t  does not 
n e c e s s a r i ly  imply t h a t  th e re  i s  a s trong  bond between them, 
t h a t  they ca re  deeply fo r  each o th e r ,  or t h a t  they
s e l f - d i s c l o s e  to  each o th e r ,  a l l  o f  which are  i n d i c a t o r s  of 
intimacy between family members.
Of cou rse ,  in  the  p re sen t  a n a ly s i s ,  such i n d i c a to r s  of 
family in t imacy a re  u n av a i lab le  and th e r e f o r e  th e  phys ica l  
d i s ta n c e  between family members in  the adver t isem ents  was 
used as an i n d i c a to r  of family  in t im a c y .*2 To i l l u s t r a t e  
th e  d i f f e r e n c e  between companionship and in t im acy ,  and to  
i l l u s t r a t e  th e  use of p h y s ica l  d i s ta n c e  as a measure of
intimacy the  p rev ious ly  used example i s  o f fe re d  aga in .
Family members can share  th e  a c t i v i t y  of watching t e l e v i s i o n  
to g e th e r  (companionship) e i t h e r  by s i t t i n g  in  sep a ra te
2. See th e ™ d isc u ss io n  of Levinger and Gunner’s (1967) 
" I n te r p e r s o n a l  Grid" on page 36 f o r  an exp lana t ion  of such a 
measure of family in t im acy.








75 77706040 45 50 55
Y ears
F  =10.969 'S ig n . = .001 N = 325 M axim um  S core = 3 .0
117
c h a i r s  ( l e s s  In t im a te )  o r  by hold ing  each o the r  c lo s e ly  on 
the  coach (more i n t im a te ) .  S im i la r ly ,  fam ily  members can 
engage in S ep a ra te  a c t i v i t i e s ,  f o r  example, th e  husband 
reading and th e  wife w r i t in g  l e t t e r s  ( lack  of companionship) 
e i t h e r  by s i t t i n g  in  s e p a ra te  c h a i r s  ( l e s s  in t im a te )  o r  by 
s i t t i n g  c lo s e ly  to g e th e r  on th e  couch (more i n t im a te ) .
Havanaz£A£e in&sass
Some, such as  Smith (1973) suggest  and provide evidence 
t h a t  as a r e s u l t  of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  males became 
in c re a s in g ly  l e s s  dependent on the  n e c e s s i ty  to  i n h e r i t  land 
from t h e i r  f a th e r s  in order  to  support  themselves.  In 
ad d i t io n ,  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  provided females with an 
in c re a s in g  p o t e n t i a l  t o  support  themselves ,  As a r e s u l t  of 
these  a l t e r n a t i v e  sources  of economic rewards, mate 
s e l e c t io n  become in c re a s in g ly  based on romantic motives. 
Also, as  Chudacoff and Hareven (1979) po in t  o u t ,  c o n t ra ry  to  
the  experience  of 19th cen tu ry  f a m i l i e s ,  most 20th cen tu ry  
f a m i l i e s  experience  an "empty n es t"  s ta g e  where husband-wife 
intimacy ta k e s  on a new importance, ftdded to  t h i s  i s  the  
f a c t  t h a t  th e  s t a t e  in c r e a s in g ly  took over some of the  
in s t ru m en ta l  fu n c t io n s  which th e  family  had p rev ious ly  been 
re sp o n s ib le  f o r ,  t h e  exp ress ive  dimension of husband-wife 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  inc reased  in  importance..
The p re se n t  f in d in g s  a re  c o n s i s t e n t  with t h i s  notion  of 
increased  in t imacy between husbands and wives. As can be 
seen in  Figure 21, husband-wife in t im acy  inc reased  
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1978. Overall*  th e re  was a c o n s i s te n t  increase*  except fo r  
th e  period 1940 to  1955. One might r e a d i ly  understand the 
decrease a f t e r  1940 being the  r e s a l t  o f th e  f a c t  t h a t  many 
husbands were overseas  f ig h t in g  in  th e  Second world War. 
However* why th e  downward tre n d  co n tin u es  beyond 1945 i s  not 
re a d i ly  ap p a ren t ,  one p o s s i b i l i t y  which su g g es ts  i t s e l f  i s  
t h a t  somehow th e  baby boom i s  in vo lved . A fte r a l l*  the 
increased  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  c h i ld - c a r e  might have a 
n ega tive  e f f e c t  on husband-wife in tim acy . In o th e r  words* 
i t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  the  c u l t u r a l  values r e f l e c t e d  in  
magazine a d v e r t is in g  during  the  period  1945 to  1955 
emphasized p a re n t -c h i ld  in tim acy  more than  husband-wife 
in tim acy.
Support f o r  such a con ten tio n  i s  provided by the 
a n a ly s is  o f th e  r e la t i o n s h ip  between husband-wife in tim acy 
and the fam ily  l i f e  c y c le .  In th e  p re se n t  a n a ly s is  a 
s ig n i f i c a n t  c u r v i l in e a r  r e l a t i o n s h ip  was found between th ese  
two v a riab les*  w ith th e  p re -  and p o s t -p a re n ta l  s ta g e s  
evidencing th e  h ig h e s t  l e v e l s  of husband-wife in tim acy 
(Figure 22). Although th e r e  was a lso  a s i g n i f i c a n t  nega tiv e  
r e la t io n s h ip  between th e  number o f c h i ld re n  d ep ic ted  and 
husband-wife intimacy* i t  appears  t h a t  th e  age of the 
c h i ld ren  p lays  a p a r t  in  th e  e x p la n a tio n .  Husband-wife 
in tim acy  i s  g re a te r  a t  s ta g e  four* t h a t  is*  when a l l  the 
c h i ld ren  a re  over s ix  yea rs  of age* as opposed to  s tag e  
three*  th a t  is*  when some of th e  c h i ld re n  are  s t i l l  
p re-school aged which i t  i s  b e liev ed  i n t e r f e r e s  with
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h u s b a n d - w i f e  i n t i m a c y .
The dram atic  in c re a se  in  th e  d e p ic t io n  of husband-wife 
in tim acy a t  th e  p o s t -p a re n ta l  s tag e  (h igher than  even the 
p re -p a re n ta l  s tage) i s  c o n s is te n t  with S t in n e t t ,  C a r te r ,  and 
nontgomery*s (1972:66) a n a ly s is  of se n io r  c i t iz e n s *  
p e rcep tio n s  of t h e i r  m arriage. They found th a t  "being  ab le  
to  express t ru e  fe e l in g s  to  each o ther"  (an a sp ec t o f 
intim acy) was one of th e  most rewarding a sp e c ts  of t h e i r  
respondents p re se n t m arriage r e la t i o n s h ip s .  S im ila r  r e s u l t s  
were ob ta ined  by Lipman*s (1961) re sea rch  " in  which i t  was 
found th a t  the  ex p ress iv e  g u a l i t i e s . . . were seen by o ld e r  
couples as  th e  most im portan t th in g s  a couple could g ive 
each o th e r  in  the  l a t t e r  years  of m arriage" (S t in n e t ,  
C a r te r ,  and Hontgomery, 1972:669).
F in a l ly ,  a n a ly s is  of variance  in d ic a te d  th a t  the  
in c re a se  in  husband-wife intim acy s ince  1920 was found fo r  
ad v ertisem en ts  p o rtray in g  fa m il ie s  a t  a l l  l i f e  cyc le  s ta g e s  
(2-way i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  F = 1.177, p = .2 1 8 ) .
P aren t-C h ild  In tim acy
Given th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  p o r t ra y a l  of husband-wife 
in tim acy  has in c re a sed  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s in c e  1920, and given 
th e  f a c t  t h a t  husband-wife intim acy decreased in  the  
p a r e n ta l  s ta g e s  o f the  fam ily  l i f e  cy c le ,  two qu es tio n s  come 
to  mind. F i r s t ,  does th e  ev o lu tio n  of th e  fam ily  from 
i n s i t u t i o n  to  companionship (Burgess, Locke, and Thornes, 
1945) a ls o  apply t o  p a r e n t - c h i ld  r e la t io n s h ip s ?  Secondly, 
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P aren t-son  in t im acy . According to  B a r t e l ’ s (1968:51) 
a n a ly s is  of American magazine f i c t i o n  published between 1890 
and 1955* th e r e  has been a s h i f t  away from c ro ss -sex ed  
a ttachm ents  towards same-sexed a ttachm ents  w ith in  the  
fam ily.
In 1890 c lo s e  a ttachm ents  a re  p o rtrayed  most 
f re q u e n t ly  between mother-son* fa the r-d aug h te r*  
b r o t h e r - s i s t e r  and even uncles  and n ie c e s .  By 
1955* however* th e  shoe i s  on th e  o th e r  f o o t . . .
Such a f in d in g  su g g es ts  t h a t  a s im i la r  p a t te rn  might 
apply to  mother-son versu s  fa th e r -so n  in tim acy  in  
ad v e rtisem en ts .  In  th e  p re se n t study i t  was found th a t  
n e i th e r  mother-son in tim acy  nor fa th e r - s o n  in tim acy  changed 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s in ce  1920 (Tables 53 and E4). However* the 
re su l ts *  a lthough  no t s ig n i f ic a n t*  do co r ro b o ra te  B a r t e l ' s  
(1968) f in d in g s .  I t  was found th a t  th e r e  was a f a i r l y  
c o n s i s te n t ,  a lthough  not s ig n if ic a n t*  decrease  in  mother-son 
in tim acy between 1936 and 1955. At th e  same tim e , 
f a th e r - so n  Intim acy remained e s s e n t i a l l y  the  same between 
1931 and 1950, followed by a dram atic  in c re a s e  in  1955. I t  
i s  p re c i s e ly  in  1955 t h a t  a dram atic  f i f t e e n  year in c re a s e  
i s  noted in  fa th e r - s o n  intimacy* while mother-son in tim acy 
remained e s s e n t i a l l y  unchanged over th e  same time period .
Looking more c lo s e ly  a t  th e  mother-son r e la t io n s h ip  
s ince  1920* i t  was found t h a t  th e r e  has been a c o n s i s te n t ly  
s i g n i f i c a n t  decrease  in  in tim acy  over the p a re n ta l  s tag es  of 
th e  fam ily  l i f e  cy c le  (Figure 23 ). In  terms of fa th e r -so n  
in tim acy  a s ig n i f i c a n t  decrease  was noted over th e  fam ily
F ig u re  2 4 . M ean F a th e r-S o n  In tim acy  S core by  F am ily  L ife C y c le .
2 .4
K 2 . 2ou(0
2.0
4 51 2 3
l i f e  C ycle Stage*
F  = 3 .4 3 6  S ign . = .0349 N = 144 M axim um  S core  = 3 .0
123
124
l i f e  cyc le  (F igure 24). T his  i s  probably a r e s u l t  o f th e  
b e l ie f  t h a t  as c h i ld re n  grow o ld e r  they  extend t h e i r  range 
of in t im a te  r e la t io n s h ip s  beyond th e  p a r e n t -c h i ld  
r e la t io n s h ip .  In  t h i s  c a se ,  sons a re  no lo n g e r  e x c lu s iv e ly  
in t im a te  w ith mothers and f a th e r s ,  but now in c lu d e  f r i e n d s  
and s ib l in g s  in to  t h e i r  c i r c l e  of in t im a te  c o n ta c ts .  
Analysis of variance  in d ic a te d  t h a t  t h i s  decrease  in  
mother-son in tim acy  (2-way i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  F = .7 99 , p = .7  34) 
and th e  la c k  o f change in  fa th e r - so n  in tim acy  over the 
family l i f e  cy c le  (2-way i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  P = 1.052, p = .410) 
held fo r  a l l  yea rs  under in v e s t ig a t io n .
Due to  th e  d e a r th  of ad vertisem en ts  d e p ic t in g  
a d u l t - c h i ld /p a r e n t  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  come to  
any conc lus ions  concerning in tim acy  between a d u l t  sons and 
p a re n ts .  Of course t h i s  la ck  of emphasis on p a r e n t - a d u l t  
c h i ld re n  in t e r a c t io n  says something about th e  importance of 
intim acy between a d u l t  sons and t h e i r  p a re n ts .  However, 
such a conclusion  i s  In c o n s is te n t  with Cumming and H enry 's  
(1961) f in d in g  t h a t  people between 50 and 80 yea rs  of age 
f e l t  c lo s e r  to  t h e i r  c h i ld re n  than  to  s ib l in g s  o r spouses, 
and must th e r e f o r e  be accepted  c a u t io u s ly .
P aren t-dau gh te r  in tim acy . S im ila r to  the  f in d in g s  
concerning mother-son in tim acy , th e re  has been no 
s ig n i f i c a n t  change in  n o th e r-d au th e r  intim acy as dep icted  in  
magazine a d v e r t i s in g  s in ce  1920 (Table E5). While the  
f in d in g s  concerning  fa th e r - s o n  in tim acy  somewhat supported  
H a r t e l 's  (1968) r e s u l t s  concerning the  s h i f t  toward same
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sexed fam ily  a ttach m en ts , th e  p re se n t  f in d in g s  a re  somewhat 
c o n tra d ic to ry .  S im ila r  t o  f l a r t e l ’s  (1968) f in d in g s ,  th e r e  
was an in c re a s e  i n  m other-daughter in tim acy between 1931 and 
1950. fit th e  same t im e , th e r e  was a g en e ra l decrease  in  
fa th e r -d a u g h te r  in tim acy  over th e  same time p e r io d . 
However, while f a th e r - s o n  in tim acy  continued  to  in c re a s e  
a f t e r  1955, m other-daughter in tim acy  decreased  r a th e r  
d ra m a tic a l ly  and f a i r l y  c o n s i s t e n t ly  a f t e r  1950. T here fo re , 
the  s h i f t  toward same-sexed fam ily  a ttachm en ts  which H a r te l  
(1968) found in  h i s  a n a ly s i s  o f  magazine f i c t i o n  published  
between 1890 and 1955 seems t o  have continued  only fo r  
fa th e r -so n  in tim acy  and n o t f o r  m other-daughter in tim acy , a t  
l e a s t  a s  d ep ic ted  in  magazine a d v e r t i s in g .
As i l l u s t r a t e d  in  F igu re  25, th e re  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
decrease  in  m other-daughter in tim acy  th roughout th e  p a r e n ta l  
s tag es  of th e  fam ily  l i f e  c y c le .  A nalysis  of v a r ia n ce  
in d ic a te d  t h a t  th e r e  was a s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t io n  e f f e c t  
(F » 2 .297, p = .001) between fam ily  l i f e  cyc le  and 
h i s t o r i c a l  time w ith  th e  dec rease  over th e  fam ily  l i f e  cy c le  
being s t ro n g e r  a f t e r  1950. Again, because of th e  d ea rth  of 
advertisem ents  p o r t ra y in g  p a re n t - a d u l t  c h i ld re n  i n t e r a c t io n  
i t  i s  im possib le  to  make any judgment a s  to  whether the  
c u l t u r a l  v a lu es  su p p o rt  an in c re a s e  in  m o ther-adu lt  daughter 
in tim acy . The re se a rc h  o f Adams (1968) su g g es ts  t h a t  th e r e  
might. For example, he found th a t  th e  n o th e re r -a d u l t  
daughter bond i s  s tro n g  ( in  f a c t  s t ro n g e r  than  the 
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convergence,** s in c e  now both mother and d au gh te r  have t h e i r  
housewife r o l e  i n  common*
The r e s u l t s  concerning fa th e r -d a u g h te r  in tim acy  are  
most i n t e r e s t i n g ,  although not r e a d i ly  exp la inab le*  Rs can 
be seen in  F igure 26, th e r e  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  ten  year 
c y c l ic a l  p a t t e rn  in  f a th e r -d a u g h te r  in tim acy  between 1920 
and 1950, w ith 1920, 1931, and 1940 being th e  high p o i n t s .*3 
i f t e r  1950 th e  c y c l i c a l  p a t te rn  appears  t o  co n tin u e , bu t now 
in  a f i f t e e n  y ea r c y c le ,  one wonders i f  somehow t h i s  
p a t te rn  i s n * t  a r e s u l t  o f th e  taboo  a g a in s t  f a th e r s  becoming 
"too c lo se"  to  t h e i r  dau g h te rs .  S ince th e  measurement of 
in tim acy in  th e  p re sen t  a n a ly s i s  i s  based on p h y s ic a l  
d is ta n c e  such a p o s s i b i l i t y  seems p a r t i c u l a r l y  p la u s ib le .  
That i s ,  th e  c u l t u r a l  va lu es  r e f l e c t e d  in  magazine 
advertisem ents  a l t e r n a te  between f a th e r s  being  in t im a te  with 
t h e i r  daugh ters  only to  swing back again  when f a th e r s  a re  
perceived as  being p o rtray ed  as  " to o  c lo se "  t o  d au g h te rs .  
I t  would be i n t e r e s t i n g  to  compare fa th e r -d a u g h te r  in tim acy  
in  magazine ad v e rtisem en ts  over th e  period  1920-1978 with 
advice concerning th e  fa th e r -d a u g h te r  r e l a t i o n s h ip  in  
c h i ld - re a r in g  manuals over the  same tim e p e r io d .  Even more 
I n te r e s t in g  would be to  compare f a th e r -d a u g h te r  in tim acy  in  
magazine ad vertisem en ts  between 1920 and 1978 with p u b l ic
3. The s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f th e  c y c l i c a l  p a t te rn  between 1920 and 
1950 i s  supported by s p e c t r a l  a n a ly s i s  which produced an 
auto c o r r e l a t io n  of - .5 1  f o r  a d jac en t  sc o re s  and an 
a u to c o r re la t io n  of .83 f o r  a l t e r n a t e  s c o re s .
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concern over I n c e s t ,  p o ss ib ly  measured through an a n a ly s is  
of newspaper coverage. At any r a t e ,  f a th e r -d a u g h te r  
in tim acy was no t found to  change s i g n i f i c a n t l y  over the 
fam ily l i f e  cy c le  and the  c y c l i c a l  p a t te rn  over time was 
found to  be c o n s is te n t  fo r  f a m i l ie s  a t  a l l  s ta g e s  of the  
l i f e  cyc le  (2-way i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  F ** .740 , p = .7 6 8 ) .
Since p a re n t -c h i ld  in tim acy  was found to  decrease  
s ig n i f i c a n t ly  over the  p a re n ta l  s ta g e s  o f  th e  fam ily  l i f e  
c y c le ,  except fo r  th e  fa th e r -d a u g h te r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  (Table 
E6) and even t h i s  was in  a decreasing  d i r e c t i o n ,  one might 
hypothesize t h a t  the  p o r t ra y a l  o f s ib l in g  in tim acy  might be 
rep lac in g  p a re n t -c h i ld  in tim acy . I t  was found th a t  
p a re n t-c h i ld  in tim acy  did  decrease  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  as  the 
number of c h i ld re n  in c reased  r e g a rd le s s  of t h e i r  sex  (Table 
E l) .  However, as w i l l  be seen in  th e  nex t s e c t io n ,  changes 
in .s ib l in g  in tim acy  over th e  fam ily  l i f e  cy c le  a p p a re n t ly  do 
not p lay  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  in  e x p la in in g  th e  d ec rease  in  
p a re n t -c h i ld  in tim acy  as  d ep ic ted  in  magazine a d v e r t i s in g .
S ib lin g  In tim acy
Although re se a rc h  has found th e  p a re n t -c h i ld  
r e la t io n s h ip  t o  be the  c l o s e s t ,  in tim acy  between s ib l in g s  
has been found to  run a c lo se  second, p a r t i c u l a r l y  during  
c e r ta in  s ta g e s  of th e  fam ily  l i f e  cyc le  (Cumming and 
Schneider, 1961:499). Three q u e s t io n s  concern ing  s ib l in g  
in tim acy were d e a l t  with in  th e  p re se n t  s tu d y . F i r s t ,  have 
c e r ta in  s i b l i n g  com binations been p o rtray ed  a s  more in t im a te  
than o th e rs?  Secondly, has th e  value on s i b l in g  in tim acy
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always been with us? F in a l ly ,  do values  concerning s ib l in g  
in t in a c y  change over th e  f a n i ly  l i f e  cyc le?
s e v e ra l  s tu d ie s  have found t h a t  the  s i s t e r - s i s t e r  
r e la t io n s h ip  i s  c lo s e r  than  th e  b ro th e r -b ro th e r  o r 
s i s t e r - b r o t h e r  r e l a t i o n s h ip ,  and t h a t  t h i s  bond, i f  
any th ing , grows s t ro n g e r  l a t e r  in  l i f e  (Cunning and 
Schneider, 1961:499; and Adans, 1968). In th e  p re se n t  
s tudy , nagazine a d v e r t i s e n e n ts  r e f l e c t e d  the  c u l t u r a l  va lue  
th a t  a l l  o f th e  above s ib l in g  co nb ina tions  ought to  be 
equa lly  c lo s e ,  a lthough  th e  s i s t e r - b r o t h e r  r e l a t i o n s h ip  was 
dep icted  as  s l i g h t l y  c lo s e r  than th e  o th e r  two. This 
c u l tu r a l  va lue  did  not change s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s in ce  1920 
(Tables £7 and E9), excep t fo r  th e  s i s t e r - b r o t h e r  
r e la t io n s h ip  where a s ig n i f i c a n t  in c re a s e  was found to  have 
occurred , p a r t i c u l a r l y  s in ce  1936 (Figure 27)• ' This nay be 
explained  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  as th e  d e s ire d  nunber o f  c h i ld re n  
approached two, and p re fe ra b ly  one of each sex , th e  c u l t u r a l  
values in c re a s in g ly  supported  c ro ss-sex ed  s ib l in g  in t in a c y .
Those s tu d ie s  which have in v e s t ig a te d  s ib l in g  
r e la t io n s h ip s  have tended to  co n c en tra te  on e i t h e r  s ib l in g  
r i v a l r y  or on a d u l t  s i b l in g  re la t io n sh ip s , .  Because of th e
" s t e r i l i z e d "  viewpoint o f f a n i ly  l i f e  which one g e ts  in  
ad v e r t ise d  f a m i l i e s ,  th e  p re se n t  s tudy  cannot speaJc to  the
is su e  of s i b l in g  r i v a l r y  excep t to  say t h a t  i t  i s  not 
d ep ic ted . However, in  t e r n s  of s ib l in g  in t in a c y  th roughout 
the f a n i ly  l i f e  c y c le ,  r e s u l t s  fron  the  p re se n t  s tudy  
In d ic a te  t h a t  th e re  was no s ig n i f i c a n t  change in
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s i s t e r - s i s t e r  (Table E8) o r  s i s t e r * b r o t h e r  (Table E10) 
in tim acy over th e  p a r e n ta l  s ta g e s ,  and, i f  an y th in g , th e re  
i s  a s l i g h t  b a t  c o n s i s te n t  dec rease  fo r  th e  s i s t e r - s i s t e r  
r e la t io n s h ip .  P o ss ib ly ,  and c o n s i s te n t  with th e  re se a rc h  of 
Canning and Schneider (1961) and Adams (1968), the  
s i s t e r - s i s t e r  and s i s t e r - b r o t h e r  bond would have been 
portrayed  as c lo s e r  a f t e r  adulthood i f  th e r e  had been more 
ad vertisem en ts  p o rtray in g  a d u l t  s i b l in g  in t e r a c t i o n .  T e t,  
one wonders why, i f  a d u l t  s i b l i n g  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  a re  
perceived  as  so im p o rtan t ,  they  a r e n ' t  emphasized more in  
magazine a d v e r t ise m e n ts .
F igure 28 i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  in  term s of the 
b ro th e r -b ro th e r  r e la t io n s h ip  a s i g n i f i c a n t  decrease  in  
in tim acy was found over th e  p a r e n ta l  s ta g e s  of th e  fam ily  
l i f e  cy c le .  Again, th e  la ck  o f  ad v e rtisem en ts  p o r tra y in g  
a d u l t - s ib l in g  i n t e r a c t io n  makes i t  im possib le  to  say much 
concerning th e  in t in a c y  between a d u l t  b ro th e r s .  In  t h i s  
case , however, th e  lack  o f emphasis i s  c o n s i s t e n t  with 
Adams' (1968) f in d in g  t h a t  th e  a d u l t  b ro th e r -b ro th e r  
r e la t io n s h ip  i s  l e s s  in t im a te  than  th e  a d u l t  s i s t e r - s i s t e r  
r e la t io n s h ip  because of males* concern with t h e i r  
occupations and t h e i r  f a m i l ie s  of p ro c re a t io n .
O v e ra l l ,  th e  in c re a s in g  number o f  s i b l in g s  was found to  
decrease  s ib l in g  in tim acy , and s i g n i f i c a n t l y  fo r  
s i s t e r - s i s t e r  and b ro th e r -b ro th e r  r e la t i o n s h ip s  (Table E2). 
Looking more c lo s e ly  a t  th e  sex o f s i b l i n g s ,  i t  was found, 
not s u r p r i s in g ly ,  t h a t  in c re a s e s  in  th e  number of female
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s ib l in g s  heigh tened  (a lthough  n o t s ig n i f i c a n t ly )  
s i s t e r - s i s t e r  in t im acy , (r = .Oh, p = .4 1 0 ) ,  while in c re a se s  
in  th e  number of s a le  s ib l in g s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  decreased 
s i s t e r - s i s t e r  in t in a c y  (r = - . 3 9 ,  p = .0 1 7 0 ) .  s im i l a r ly ,  
in c re a s e s  in  th e  number of female s ib l in g s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
decreased b ro th e r -b ro th e r  in tim acy  (r = - . 3 6 ,  p * .0 1 2 3 ), 
whereas in c re a s e s  in  th e  number o f  male s ib l in g s  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  in c re a se d  b ro th e r -b ro th e r  in t in a c y  (r = .2 6 ,  
p = .0(197). F in a l ly ,  c ro ss -sex ed  s ib l in g  in tim acy  was found 
to d ec rease , a lthough not s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  as th e  number of 
s ib l in g s  in c re a s e d ,  r e g a rd le s s  o f t h e i r  sex .
SflflBflll
Over th e  per io d  1920 t o  1978 in t in a c y  between husbands 
and wives and between s i s t e r s  and b ro th e r s  was found to  have 
in c re a sed  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  a t  l e a s t  a s  d ep ic ted  in  magazine 
a d v e r t is in g .  The p o r t r a y a l  of in t in a c y  between mothers and 
sons and between f a th e r s  and sons, a lthough not changing 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  d id  support th e  s h i f t  toward same-sexed 
family a ttach m en ts  which N arte l (1968) found. c o n tra ry  to  
B a rte l* s  (1968) f in d in g s ,  m other-daugther In tim acy , a lthough 
in c re a s in g  between 1920 and 1950, decreased  t h e r e a f t e r .  
F a th e r-d au g h te r  in tim acy  evidenced a c y c l i c a l  p a t t e r n .  
F in a l ly ,  s i s t e r - s i s t e r  and b ro th e r -b ro th e r  in t in a c y  was 
found to  have remained f a i r l y  co n s tan t  over the  time period  
covered.
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In  term s o f  changes in  fam ily  in tim acy  over th e  fam ily  
l i f e  cycle* a c u r v i l in e a r  r e l a t i o n s h ip  was found fo r  
husband-v ife  intimacy* the  high p o in ts  occu rring  during  th e  
p re -  and p o s t -p a r e n ta l  s t a g e s .  P a re n t- c h i ld  in tim acy  
evidenced a decrease  during  th e  p a re n ta l  s ta g e s .  F in a lly *  
no s i g n i f i c a n t  change in  e i t h e r  s i s t e r - s i s t e r  o r  
s i s t e r - b r o t h e r  in t in a c y  vas noted* a lthough  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
decrease  vas found in  b ro th e r -b ro th e r  in tim acy  over th e  
fam ily  l i f e  cy c le .
O verall*  th e  evidence from th e  p re sen t  c h a p te r  su p p o rts  
th e  c o n ten tio n  t h a t  in tim acy  has in c re a sed  as an im portan t 
dynamic o f  fam ily  r e l a t i o n s  (see I l l u s t r a t i o n s  7 and 8)* 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  fo r  c e r t a in  fam ily  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  a t  c e r t a i n  
s ta g e s  of th e  fam ily  l i f e  c y c le .
CHAPTER V I I
FAHILI FORMALITY
F a n i l ;  fo rm a li ty  r e f e r t o  th e  " r e s e r v e ,"  " s t i f f n e s s , "  
o r  " s tu f f in e s s "  in  f a n i ly  l i f e .  This i s  no t a to p ic  which 
has re ce iv ed  nuch a t t e n t i o n  in  f a n i l y  so c io lo g y . To the  
bes t o f  t h i s  a u t h o r 's  knowledge t h i s  to p ic  has  not been 
d e a l t  with e m p ir ic a l ly  b e fo re ,  e s p e c ia l ly  in  an h i s t o r i c a l  
and f a n i ly  l i f e  cy c le  p e r sp e c t iv e .  I t  i s  however, an a sp e c t  
of f a n i ly  l i f e  which i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  in  and o f  i t s e l f ,  but 
a lso  I n t e r e s t in g  because o f i t s  r e la t io n s h ip  to  f a n i ly  
companionship.
As was d iscu ssed  in  C hapter I I I ,  t h i s  v a r ia b le  was 
neasured by ta b u la t in g  th e  nunber o f item s in d ic a t iv e  of 
fo rm a li ty  in  an advertisem en t and then d iv id in g  by the  
number of fam ily  members d e p ic te d .  Such i t e n s  inc lu ded  
s u i t s  and t i e s  f o r  n a le s  and gowns and o rn a te  h a i r s t y l e s  fo r  
women. There i s  a p o t e n t i a l  problem wih such a measure of 
fam ily fo rm a li ty  in  t h a t  th e  d e f in i t i o n  of such i t e n s  as 
" fo rn a l"  nay be r e l a t i v e  to  p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r io d s .  
For example, nen wearing a s c o ts  may appear to  be a s ign  of 
fo rm a li ty  now, but nay n o t  have been a t  some o th e r  time in  
h i s to ry .  A much more h i s t o r i c a l l y  c o n s is te n t  in d ic a t io n  o f 
fo rm a li ty  between fam ily  nenbers would have involved an 
a n a ly s is  of f a c i a l  ex p ress io n s  and body p o s tu re s .  such a 
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a d v e r t i s in g .  This was p a r t i c u l a r ly  a problem e a r l i e r  in  th e  
cen tu ry  when most adve rtisem en ts  were drawings r a th e r  than  
photographs, When one looked a t  th e  f a c i a l  ex p ress io n s  o f 
fam ily  members in  th e se  advertisem ents*  one no ticed  a 
remarkable s i m i l a r i t y  ac ro ss  fam ily  members, why? Because 
t h a t  was how th a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r t i s t s  drew f a c e s .  In t h i s  
case th e  v a r ia b le  w asn 't  va ry in g . Another problem common to  
adve rtisem en ts  a t  a l l  tim e p e r io d s  vas t h a t  o f ten  f a c i a l  
ex p ress io n s  were no t d is c e rn a b le  because only a p o r t io n  o f  
the  face  was shown o r  fam ily  members were tu rn ed  away 
e n t i r e l y .  In  term s of body postures*  th e  problem vas one of 
how to  code fam ily  members whose e n t i r e  to rs o  was not shown. 
Because o f th e s e  problems i t  vas decided to  r e ly  e n t i r e l y  on 
th e  in d ic a to r s  of fam ily  fo rm a li ty  d iscu ssed  p re v io u s ly .  
The re ad e r  should* however* be aware o f  th e  p o te n t i a l  
problem o f h i s t o r i c a l  r e l a t i v i t y  d iscussed  p re v io u s ly .  
Given th e s e  p o s s ib le  l i m i t a t i o n s  th e  fo llow ing  f in d in g s  are  
p resen ted .
E&iilz EgEialtai Siasa 2220. an£ ossz Eaaili ilia £xsls
The d a ta  from th e  p re se n t a n a ly s is  in d ic a te  t h a t  fam ily  
fo rm a li ty  has decreased d ram a tica lly *  s ig n i f i c a n t ly *  and 
c o n s i s te n t ly  s in ce  1920 (Figure 2 9 ) . in  o th e r  o th e r  words* 
fam ily  l i f e  has become more inform al* a t  l e a s t  a s  portrayed  
in  magazine a d v e r t i s in g .
The fam ily  l i f e  cycle* as  can be seen in  F igure 30* 
appears to  a f f e c t  fam ily fo rm a li ty  in  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
c u r v i l in e a r  fash ion  with th e  p a re n ta l  s ta g e s  being po rtrayed
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as th e  most in fo rm al, p a r t i c u l a r l y  s ta g e s  tvo and th re e  when 
p re -sch o o l c h i ld re n  a re  invo lved .
One must, however, be c a r e fu l  in  drawing f i n a l  
co nc lu s ion s  concerning t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h ip  between f a n i ly  l i f e  
cyc le  and f a n i ly  f o r n a l i t y  because o f th e  neasurenen t 
techn ique  used. S ince the  nunber of "form al i t e n s "  per 
a d v e r t is e n e n t  was d iv ided  by th e  nunber of fam ily  nenbers 
p o r tra y ed , th e re  i s  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  s in p ly  having more 
f a n i ly  nenbers p re se n t  w i l l  in  and of i t s e l f  decrease the  
fo rm a li ty  sco re . For example, i f  you tak e  a fo rn a l  husband 
and w ife  and conpute a f o r n a l i t y  sco re  a t  e i t h e r  th e  p re -  o r  
p o s t -p a r e n ta l  s ta g e s ,  they  score  higher on f o r n a l i t y  as  
compared to  th e  same husband and wife a t  th e  p a re n ta l  s ta g e s  
because of the  a d d i t io n a l  fam ily  nenbers now d iv ided  in to  
th e  number of fo rm a li ty  i n d i c a to r s .  At the  same t im e , th e se  
a d d i t io n a l  fam ily  members could have ju s t  a s  e a s i ly  been 
dep ic ted  in  a fo rn a l  way th e reb y  c o n tr ib u t in g  to  th e  t o t a l  
nunber of f o rn a l  i t e n s .  The problen  here i s  t h a t  by using  a 
sunmary fam ily  fo rm a li ty  sc o re ,  d e t a i l  i s  l o s t  concerning 
which fam ily  members a re  formal and which are  n o t .
F u rther support fo r  t h i s  argument i s  provided by the  
f a c t  t h a t  as th e  number o f  c h i ld re n  in c re a se d  f a n i l y  
fo rm a li ty  decreased s i g n i f i c a n t l y  (F igure  31). As 
convincing as  t h i s  argument may seem, th e  a n a ly s is  of 
va r ian ce  r e s u l t s  in d ic a te  t h a t  th e  s ta g e  of th e  f a n i l y  l i f e  
cyc le  has an independent e f f e c t  o f i t s  own on f a n i ly  
f o r n a l i t y .  When th e  e f f e c t s  o f th e  nunber o f  c h i ld re n  i s
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c o n tro l le d  for* th e  c u r v i l i n e a r  r e la t i o n s h ip  between f a a i l y  
fo rm a li ty  and f a a i l y  l i f e  cy c le  rem ains s i g n i f i c a n t  
(F -  2 .566, p = .0 3 7 ) ,  At th e  same tim e when th e  e f f e c t s  o f  
th e  f a a i ly  l i f e  cy c le  a re  c o n t r o l l e d ,  the  in v e rse  
r e la t i o n s h ip  between th e  number o f  c h i ld re n  and fam ily  
fo rm a li ty  i s  no lo n g e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  (F = 1.511, p = .1 9 8 ) .  
Apparently th e n ,  i t  i s  th e  mere presence o f  c h i ld re n  which 
c o n t r ib u te s  t o  a more in fo rm al atmosphere in  fam ily  l i f e  as  
d ep ic ted  i n  magazine a d v e r t i s in g .
F in a l ly ,  a n a ly s i s  o f v a r ian ce  in d ic a te d  t h a t  th e re  vas 
a s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t io n  e f f e c t  (F = 1.U88, p * .023) 
between h i s t o r i c a l  tim e and f a a i l y  l i f e  cy c le  and t h e i r  
e f f e c t s  on fam ily  fo rm a l i ty .  The decrease  in  fam ily  
fo rm a li ty  s in ce  1920 vas most n o t ic e a b le  among 
adv e rtisem en ts  which d ep ic ted  f a m i l ie s  a t  th e  p a re n ta l  
s ta g e s  of th e  fam ily  l i f e  c y c le .  A major p a r t  of the  
ex p lan a tio n  f o r  th e  decrease  in  fam ily  fo rm a li ty  s ince  1920 
has to  do with th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  between f a a i l y  companionship 
and f a a i ly  fo rm a li ty .
t a i i l z  £ gc iailli and E a i i i z  SgiBaalsnsblB
As companionship has emerged a s  a more im portan t 
component of fam ily  l i f e ,  th e re  has been a concom itant 
decrease  in  f a n i ly  fo rm a li ty .  This in c reased  emphasis on 
sharing  in  fam ily  l i f e  i s  very  much t i e d  up with the  
in c re a sed  in fo rm a l i ty  o f fam ily  l i f e ,  on th e  su rface  one 
might a t  f i r s t  assume t h a t  i t  i s  simply e a s ie r  to  p o r tra y  
companionship between fam ily  members who a re  more in fo rm al.
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This, however, i s  n o t th e  case  s in ce  ad v e r t ise m e n ts  can and 
do p o r t ra y  f a n i ly  members sh a r in g  form al a c t i v i t i e s .
What r e l a l y  e x p la in s  th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  between f a n i l y  
fo rm a li ty  and f a n i ly  companionship i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  which f a n i l y  members sh a re  simply 
have changed from th e  more f o r n a l  ty p e s  such a s  v i s i t i n g ,  
danc ing , and th e a t r e -g o in g ,  t o  the  l e s s  form al types  such as 
camping, t e n n i s ,  and b ik in g .  The in c re a s in g  e q u a l i ty  
between a l l  f a n i ly  members i s  in d ic a te d  by th e  in c re a sed  
companionship, and among e q u a ls  in fo rm a l i ty  i s  the  r u l e .
Although no s i g n i f i c a n t  in c re a s e  in  m o ther-ch ild  or 
f a th e r - c h i l d  companionship in  r e c r e a t io n  was noted a s  the  
le v e l  o f  fam ily  fo rm a li ty  d ec reased , both b r o t h e r - s i s t e r  and 
husband-wife companionship in  r e c r e a t io n  in c reased  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  as  fam ily  fo rm a li ty  decreased  fTable FI ) .  
Along with t h i s  n o tion  of in c re a se d  e q u a l i ty  between fam ily  
members a s  a c lu e  t o  e x p la in in g  the  in c re a sed  in fo rm a l i ty  in  
fam ily  l i f e ,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  t h a t  i t  i s  the  
p a r e n t - c h i ld  companionships mentioned above which did not 
evidence a s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h ip  with fam ily  fo rm a li ty .  
On th e  o th e r  hand, both b r o t h e r - s i s t e r  and husband-wife 
companionship d id .
I t  seems q u i te  p la u s ib le  to  suggest t h a t  th o se  f a a i l y  
r e l a t i o n s h ip s  which have experienced  th e  g r e a t e s t  movement 
toward e q u a l i ty ,  t h a t  i s ,  b r o t h e r - s i s t e r  and husband-w ife, 
both concerned w ith sexual e q u a l i ty ,  would be th e  ones most 
l i k e l y  t o  be a s s o c ia te d  w ith  f a n i ly  fo rm a li ty .  P a re n t- c h i ld
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r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  on th e  o th e r  hand,, invo lve  n o t so anch an 
i s s u e  o f sex u a l e q u a l i ty  bu t r a th e r  an i s s u e  of e q u a l i ty  
between th o se  of d is c re p a n t  ages. Although one hears  auch 
t a l k  about c h i l d r e n 's  r i g h t s ,  th e  no tion  o f c h i ld re n  being 
s u b se rv ie n t  to  t h e i r  p a re n ts  i s  s t i l l  f a i r l y  well entrenched 
in  our cu ltu re ..  This e x p la in s ,  in  p a r t ,  th e  la ck  of a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h ip  between p a r e n t - c h i ld  coapanionship  
in  r e c r e a t io n  and f a n i ly  f o r m a l i t y .*1
samaasx
O v e ra l l ,  th e  p o r t r a y a l  o f  f a a i l y  fo rm a li ty  has 
decreased  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s in ce  1920 (see I l l u s t r a t i o n s  9 and 
10) with th e  p a re n ta l  s ta g e s  o f th e  fam ily  l i f e  cy c le  
evidencing th e  most in form al p o r t r y a l .  A major p a r t  of the 
ex p lan a tio n  fo r  th e  in c re a s in g ly  inform al p ic tu re  o f fam ily  
l i f e  p a in ted  by magazine a d v e r t i s e r s  has to  do with the  
in c re a sed  se x u a l  e q u a l i ty  between s im i la r ly  aged fam ily  
members.
1. I t  was hypothesized  t h a t  th e  in c re a s e  in  fam ily  in t in a c y  
s in c e  1920 s i g h t  a l s o  be involved in  e x p la in in g  th e  decrease  
in  fam ily  fo rm a li ty  over th e  same t i n e  p e r io d . A fte r  a l l .  
Intim acy and fo rm a li ty  seen t o  be a n t i t h e t i c a l  components of 
f a a i l y  l i f e .  Such however, was not th e  case  in  terms of 
a d v e r t is e d  f a n i ly  l i f e .  No s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  were 
found between fam ily  in t in a c y  and fam ily  fo rm a li ty ,  excep t 
fo r  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  c u r v i l i n e a r  r e la t i o n s h ip  (F = 5 .967, 
p = .0001) between husband-wife in tim acy  and f a a i l y
fo rm a li ty .  Here, husband-wife in t in a c y  vas found to  be very 
high in  e i t h e r  ads d e p ic t in g  very  in fo rn a l  o r  very formal 
f a a i ly  scen es .
CHAPTER V I I I
SOHHARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Saaaasi si ihs. siafli
Daring th e  p a s t  15 y e a rs ,  th e  study of f a n i l y  r o le s  has 
taken  on a new Inportance  due in  p a r t  t o  th e  growth of the  
fe m in is t  movement. Along w ith t h i s  emphasis on fam ily  
r o l e s ,  th e re  has been much d isc u ss io n  among th e  g en e ra l  
populace and s o c ia l  s c i e n t i s t s  concerning "how th in g s  used 
to  be" and "how much th in g s  have changed," l e t ,  only 
re c e n t ly  have we begun to  i n v e s t ig a te  such fam ily  r e la te d  
i s s u e s  in  an h i s t o r i c a l  p e rsp e c t iv e .  However, i t  i s  not 
only from a la ck  of h i s t o r i c a l  evidence t h a t  th e  p rev ious  
re se a rc h  on fam ily  r o le s  s u f f e r s ,  but a l s o  from a d is re g a rd  
fo r  fam ily  r o le  change throughout th e  fam ily  l i f e  c y c le ,  as 
well as  an overemphasis on c e r t a in  f a n i ly  members (in 
p a r t i c u l a r ,  th e  w ife ) , and a sp e c ts  of f a n i ly  l i f e  (in
p a r t i c u l a r ,  household chores , c h i ld - r e a r in g ,  and economic 
p ro v is io n ) • The purpose of th e  p re se n t  s tudy  was to  analyze
images of fam ily  l i f e  i n  magazine a d v e r t is in g  and, in  so
doing, dea l with th e se  d e f ic ie n c ie s .
A dvertis ing  in  g en e ra l  i n t e r e s t  magazines p ub lished
between 1920 and 1978 served as  th e  d a ta  source . Both the 
v e rb a l  and non-verba l components o f th e  ad v e r t ise m e n ts  were 
used in  th e  a n a ly s i s .  A dv er tis in g  i s  considered  a good
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source  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  d a ta  on f a n i l y  l i f e  v a lu es  because 
a d v e r t i s e r s ,  in  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  s e l l  a p ro d u c t ,  t r y  to  
a t t r a c t  as nany p o te n t i a l  c u s to n e rs  a s  p o s s ib le .  In  o rd e r  
to  do so , th ey  nust a l lo v  as many people a s  p o s s ib le  to  "see  
them selves" in  th e  a d v e r t i s e n e n t .  A lso, a d v e r t i s e r s  have 
been involved in  marketing re se a rc h  s in c e  around 1910 and, 
th e r e f o r e ,  have been f a i r l y  s o p h is t ic a te d  in  t h e i r  a n a ly s i s  
and p o r t ra y a l  o f  b a s ic  American v a lu e s .  F in a l ly ,  c e r t a in  
a sp e c ts  of f a n i ly  l i f e  nay be e i t h e r  to o  p e rso n a l ,  too  
th re a te n in g ,  or simply unknown fo r  nore o b tru s iv e  
measurement techn iq ues  to  d ea l with e f f e c t i v e l y .  However, 
as Goffman (1976:91) p o in ts  o u t ,  " in  a d v e r t is e d  world we can 
look in  on alm ost e v e ry th in g ."
Each o f th e  dependent v a r ia b le s  vas measured both 
q u a l i t a t i v e l y  and q u a n t i t a t iv e ly  and was analyzed in  term s 
of h i s t o r i c a l  change s in ce  1920 and fam ily  l i f e  cy c le  
change. In  a d d i t io n ,  through th e  use of two-way a n a ly s is  o f 
v a r ian ce , th e  p re se n t  study was a b le  t o  in v e s t ig a t e  th e  
s e p a ra te  e f f e c t s  o f h i s t o r i c a l  t i n e  while ho ld ing  f a n i l y  
l i f e  cyc le  s tag e  c o n s ta n t ,  and v isa  v e rsa .
B r ie f ly ,  th e  p re se n t  a n a ly s is  of f a n i l y  l i f e  v a lu e s  
found th a t  sone a sp e c ts  of f a a i l y  l i f e  have changed more 
than o th e r s ,  a t  l e a s t  a s  d ep ic ted  in  magazine 
a d v e r t i s i n g .*1 The s o -c a l le d  novenent toward more
1. The re ad e r  i s  r e f e r r e d  to  th e  in d iv id u a l  summaries a t  th e  
end of c h a p te rs  IV through T i l  f o r  a nore indep th  summary.
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e g a l i t a r i a n  noras concerning  f a a i l y  l i f e  has c e r t a i n ly  
occu rred , but th e  changes have not been undim ensional. 
v a lu es  concerning c e r t a in  a s p e c ts  o f  f a n i ly  l i f e  were found 
to  change a t  a d i f f e r e n t  pace than  those  fo r  o th e r  a s p e c ts  
of f a n i ly  l i f e .  Some changes were found t o  have occurred  
fo r  c e r ta in  fam ily  members but no t fo r  others* Also, soae 
changes were found to  be more pronounced fo r  f a m i l ie s  a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  s ta g e s  o f the  f a a i l y  l i f e  cy c le .  F in a l ly ,  th e  
change did take  p lace  was not n e c e s s a r i ly  l i n e a r .  i f  one 
assumes t h a t  a aore  e g a l i t a r i a n  fo ra  of f a n i ly  l i f e  
(invo lv ing  egual sh a r in g  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and p r i v i l e g e s ,  
along with an in c re a se  in  companionship, in t in a c y ,  and 
in fo rm a li ty )  i s  an id e a l  to  s t r i v e  f o r ,  then  during  c e r t a i n  
p e r io d s  s in c e  1920 our value system , a t  l e a s t  as  dep ic ted  in  
a d v e r t i s in g ,  has " s l ip p e d  backwards."
o v e r a l l  though, th e  movement toward such an e g a l i t a r i a n  
id e a l  in  our c u l t u r a l  no ras  has been f a i r l y  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  
p a r t i c u l a r ly  in  term s of f a n i l y  companionship, in t im acy , and 
fo rm a li ty .  The a rea  of f a a i ly  r o l e s  s t i l l  appears  to  be a 
major stum bling b lock. To summarize the  f in d in g s  of t h i s  
study  in  one sen ten ce :  one could  say t h a t  th e  c u l t u r a l
va lu es  r e f l e c t e d  in  magazine a d v e r t i s in g  in c r e a s in g ly  have 
supported  th e  n o tion  of fam ily  members as more companionate, 
in t im a te ,  and in fo rm a l, although th ey  con tinue  to  perform 
t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e s  alm ost unchanged.
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fciiisafclaas s£ Ste siafli
Although t h i s  s tudy  was proposed to  compensate fo r  sone 
of th e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f p rev ious  re s e a rc h ,  i t  has s e v e ra l  
l i m i t a t i o n s  of I t s  own.
The f i r s t  l im i t a t i o n  i s  t h a t  a n a ly s i s  of magazine 
a d v e r t i s in g  g iv es  one a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  values concerning the 
f a m i ly , ,  bu t not a r e f l e c t i o n  o f fam ily  behav io r . C u l tu ra l  
norms a c t  as a s e t  o f  g u id e l in e s  which u su a l ly  a re  f l e x ib l e  
enough to  perm it a f a i r l y  wide range o f i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  
T herefo re , th e  p re se n t  s tudy  t e l l s  us  no th ing  about how 
f a a i ly  members a c tu a l ly  behaved but does t e l l  us what the 
c u l t u r a l  va lu es  were concern ing  fam ily  behav io r .
one must a l s o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  only middle c l a s s  c u l t u r a l  
v a lu es  a re  r e f l e c t e d .  A ll of th e  g en e ra l  i n t e r e s t  magazines 
analysed a re  m id d le -c la s s  p u b l ic a t io n s ,  and th e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  
study t e l l s  us no th ing  about th e  fam ily  va lu es  of the  lower 
o r  upper c la s s e s .
The remaining l i m i t a t i o n s  a l l  a re  concerned with th e  
measurement tech n ig u es  used in  th e  p re se n t  study . For 
example, even though th e  coding scheme vas p re - te s te d  and 
i n t e r - r a t e r  r e l i a b i l i t y  was t e s t e d ,  th e re  i s  always the  
danger t h a t  some unconscious b ia s  may have occurred on the 
p a r t  of th e  a u th o r ,  who was th e  so le  coder. Value f r e e  
socio logy  i s  a myth, bu t a myth which one ought to  s t r i v e  
fo r .  P o ss ib ly ,  a team of coders would have c o n tro l le d  
b e t t e r  fo r  any unconscious b ia s  and, th e r e f o r e ,  brought t h i s  
study c lo s e r  to  being value f r e e .
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Another l im i t a t i o n  i s  t h a t  th e  coding of c h i i a - c a r e  did 
no t sake i t  p o s s ib le  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  to  s e p a ra te  out the  
"p h y s ic a l  c a re"  versus "p lay "  a s p e c ts .  L uck ily , p lay  
between p a re n ts  and c h i ld re n  vas coded under th e  s e p a ra te  
ca teg o ry  o f r e c r e a t io n ,  th a s  Baking i t  p o s s ib le  to  d ea l 
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  w ith th e  p lay  a s p e c ts  of c h i ld - c a r e .  When i t  
cane to  d is c u s s in g  the  q u a n t i t a t i v e  changes in  th e  p h y s ica l 
ca re  a s p e c ts  of paren thood, one was l e f t  only with 
c h i ld -c a re  sco res  which coabined both th e  p h y s ica l  care and 
p lay  a s p e c ts .  In  t h i s  c a se ,  a q u a l i t a t i v e  a n a ly s is  of the 
d a ta  p e rm itted  d i s t i n c t i o n  between th e se  two a s p e c ts .  Since 
t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  proved to  be so i n t e g r a l ,  f u tu re  re se a rc h  
should s e p a ra te  th e se  a sp e c ts  in  a q u a n t i t a t iv e  fa sh io n .
The measurement of f a n i l y  in t in a c y ,  a lthough 
t h e o r e t i c a l l y  sound, could have been inproved by 
s ta n d a rd iz in g  th e  neasure of d is ta n c e  between f a n i ly  
nenbers . This i s  not to  suggest t h a t  th e  su b je c t iv e  
ev a lu a tio n  used was g ro s s ly  u n s ta b le .  In f a c t ,  th e  coding 
of d is ta n c e  in to  th re e  major c a te g o r ie s  of in t in a c y  
undoubtedly conpensated fo r  any d isc re p a n c ie s  in  neasucenent 
a c ro ss  ad v e r t ise m e n ts .  The reaso n  f o r  no t using  a 
s tan d a rd iz ed  techn ique  such a s  a c tu a l  measured inches was 
not only t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  s c a le s  were used in  in d iv id u a l  
ad v e r t ise m e n ts ,  but a l s o  because o f  the  problems brought 
about by having th re e -d ln e n s lo n a l  o b je c ts  on a 
tw o-dim ensional medium. Because th e  nethod used vas thought 
to  be nore th an  adequate , such d i f f i c u l t i e s  were avoided in
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th e  p re se n t  s tu d y . However, w ith th e  in c reased  use and 
p o p u la r i ty  o f v i s u a l  so c io lo g y , such m ethodological i s s u e s  
need to  be add ressed .
The f i n a l  l i m i t a t i o n  d iscussed  here  in v o lv es  th e  
measurement of f a n i l y  fo rm a l i ty .  The f i r s t  problem here i s  
th e  p o s s ib le  " h i s t o r i c a l  r e l a t i v i t y "  of th e  f o r n a l i t y  
i n d i c a t o r s .  The i s s u e  i s  whether o r  no t the  in d ic a to r s  were 
were v a l id  during  a l l  t i n e  p e r io d s .  Future re se a rc h  using 
v is u a l  d a ta  w i l l  need to  d ea l w ith  t h i s  p o t e n t i a l  problem. 
Work should  be done to  e s t a b l i s h  fo rm a li ty  i n d ic a to r s  which 
a re  no t only  amenable to  v i s u a l  d a ta  bu t a lso  co n cep tu a lly  
e q u iv a le n t  a c ro s s  h i s t o r i c a l  time p e r io d s .  Secondly, a 
summary fam ily  fo rm a li ty  sco re  does not allow a q u a n t i t a t iv e  
a n a ly s i s  o f  which f a n i ly  members became nore o r l e s s  fo rm al. 
B ather, a l l  t h a t  could be d e a l t  w ith s t a t i s t i c a l l y  were the 
changes in  c u l t u r a l  no ras  concerning fam ily  fo rm a li ty  in  
g e n e ra l .
Ql %hs. §£a&
In  s p i t e  o f  th e  l im i t a t i o n s  j u s t  d isc u sse d ,  th e  p re se n t 
s tudy  has made s e v e ra l  c o n t r ib u t io n s .  F i r s t ,  in  response to  
th e  la c k  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  and fam ily  l i f e  cy c le  d a ta  on the 
a sp e c ts  o f fam ily  l i f e  analysed  h e re , th e  p re se n t  study  
se rv es  as a da ta  base o f c u l t u r a l  va lues  concern ing  fam ily  
l i f e .
Beyond simply se rv in g  as a d a ta  base , th e  p re se n t  study 
has c o n tr ib u te d  t o  th e  development of s o c io lo g ic a l  theo ry  in  
terms of th e  fu n c t io n s  which Herton (19U8) d isc u s se s  in  h is
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classic article.
The s e r e n d ip i ty  o a t t e r p. This " r e f e r s  to  th e  f a i r l y  
common ex p e rien ce  o f  observ ing  an u n a n t ic ip a te d ,  anomalous 
and s t r a t e g i c  da tue  which beeones th e  occassion  fo r  
developing a new th eo ry  o r f o r  ex tend ing  an e x i s t in g  th eo ry "  
(Herton, 1948:506). In th e  p re sen t  s tudy  se v e ra l  
u n a n t ic ip a te d ,  s u rp r is in g  and s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s u l t s  were 
ob ta in ed . For example, th e  f a c t  t h a t  fa th e r -d a u g h te r  
in t in a c y  shoved such a c o n s i s te n t ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  c y c l i c a l  
p a t t e rn  s in c e  1920 begs fo r  e x p lan a tio n  and, th e r e f o r e ,  nay 
le a d  to  th e  development of a new th eo ry . Or, th e  f a c t  t h a t  
f a th e r s  were po rtray ed  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l e s s  in  c h i ld - c a r e  
a c t i v i t i e s  s in c e  1920, may b r in g  in to  qu es tio n  the  n o tio n  
t h a t  fa therhood  has emerged as  a more im po rtan t r o le  fo r  men 
and, th e r e f o r e ,  c o n t r ib u te  to  th e  r e v is io n  o f e x i s t in g  
th eo ry .
The r e c a s t in g  of th e o ry. Here " i t  i s  not t h a t  the  d a ta  
a re  anomalous o r  unexpected o r  incom patib le  with e x i s t in g  
th eo ry ;  i t  i s  merely t h a t  they have not been considered  
p e r t in e n t"  (Herton, 1998:509). The in c lu s io n  o f  a fam ily  
l i f e  cyc le  approach in  con junc tion  w ith an h i s t o r i c a l  
p e rsp e c t iv e  in  th e  p re se n t  a n a ly s i s  i s  a c o n t r ib u t io n  to  the  
e x i s t in g  l i t e r a t u r e  and, th e r e f o r e ,  may p o t e n t i a l l y  le a d  to  
th e  r e c a s t in g  of th e o ry .  For example, i t  was found th a t  th e  
p o r t r a y a l  of husband-wife In tim acy has in c re a sed  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s in c e  1920, b u t ,  and here  i s  where th e  
r e c a s t in g  comes in ,  t h i s  vas most n o t ic a b le  fo r  th e  pre-and
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post-parental stages of the faaily life cycle.
3&s Es-igsasiag s i sfesgcsiis lasssssi*  " This occurs  
c h ie f ly  th rough  th e  in v en tio n  o f re se a rc h  p rocedures  which 
tend to  s h i f t  th e  fo c i  of t h e o r e t i c  i n t e r e s t  (H erton , 
1948;511)• In o th e r  words, re se a rc h  q u e s t io n s  p re v io u s ly
"unaskable" with e x i s t in g  tech n iq u es  now becoae a sk ab le . 
Although n e i th e r  th e  use of co n ten t  a n a ly s i s  nor a d v e r t i s in g  
as a data  sou rce  i s  new, i t  i s  b e liev ed  t h a t  th e  p re se n t  
study has c o n tr ib u te d  t o  th e  re - fo c u s in g  of t h e o r e t i c  
i n t e r e s t  in  p a r t i c u l a r  by the  use of th e  fam ily  in tim acy  
index. The techn iq ue  used in  th e  p re se n t  s tudy  i s  seen a s  a 
way o f  ex tend ing  th e  p o te n t i a l  use o f Levinger and G unner's  
In te rp e rs o n a l  Grid (1967) to  h i s t o r i c a l  m a te r ia ls .  For 
example, now one might be a b le  to  an a ly se  th e  degree of 
in tim acy  between fam ily  members in  e a r l i e r  h i s t o r i c a l  
periods p o ss ib ly  through th e  use of such a tech n iqu e  on 
p a in t in g s .
The c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of co n cen ts . "E m pirica l re se a rc h  
e x e r ts  p re ssu re  f o r  c l e a r  concepts** (Merton 1948:513). The 
p re sen t  s tudy  has d e f in a te ly  made a c o n t r ib u t io n  to  the  
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of co n cep ts .  For example, th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  
between companionship and in t in a c y  i n  th e  p re se n t  s tu d y , 
although p o ss ib ly  n o t r e s o lv in g  th e  concep tu a l confusion  
concerning th e se  term s in  fam ily  so c io lo g y , has a t  l e a s t  
brought th e  i s s u e  to  th e  fo re  and h o p e fu lly  has c o n tr ib u te d  
somewhat to  t h i s  endeavor.
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The un s e re n d iP i tv  p a t t e r n . Although Herton <1948) does 
not d isc u ss  t h i s  fu n c tio n  o f  em p ir ic a l  re se a rc h  on the  
development of s o c io lo g ic a l  th e o ry , i t  p lays  an l a p o r ta n t  
p a r t .  T his  r e f e r s  to  r e s u l t s  which a re  a n t i c ip a t e d ,  
u n su rp r is in g ,  and s i g n i f i c a n t .  This can c o n t r ib u te  to  the 
developnent of s o c io lo g ic a l  th eo ry  e i t h e r  by v a l id a t in g  
p r e - e x i s t in g  "conn on sense  knowledge1* o r  by v a l id a t in g  
p rev ious  e a p i r l c a l  f in d in g s  (through th e  use of 
t r ia n g u la t io n )  which have played i n t e g r a l  p a r t s  in  e x i s t in g  
th eo ry . in  o th e r  words, by o b ta in in g  r e s u l t s  which are  
c o n s i s te n t  with e x i s t in g  th e o ry ,  one i s  c o n t r ib u t in g  to  th e  
developnent of s o c io lo g ic a l  th eo ry  by in c re a s in g  our 
confidence in  e x i s t in g  th eo ry . For example, in  th e  p re se n t  
study th e  f a c t  t h a t  c h i ld re n  were po rtrayed  a ln o s t  
e x c lu s iv e ly  in  r e c r e a t io n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  in c re a s e s  our 
confidence in  th e  co n ten tio n  t h a t  t h i s  has been th e  cen tu ry  
of th e  c h i ld .
To th e  e x te n t  t h a t  ad v e rt isem en ts  a re  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f 
s o c i e t a l  v a lu e s ,  t h i s  s tudy  d e a l t  with a number o f a re a s  o f 
fam ily l i f e ,  which u n t i l  now have been l a r g e ly  ignored  or 
which have req u ired  f u r th e r  a n a ly s i s .  For example, t h i s
study goes beyond th e  usua l emphasis on women's ro le s  and
looks a t  h i s t o r i c a l  and l i f e  cy c le  changes in  the
c o n t r ib u t io n  of a l l  fam ily  members t o  fam ily  l i f e .  In
a d d i t io n ,  qu es tio n s  concerning such a re a s  o f fam ily  l i f e  as 
companionship, in tim acy , and fo rm a l i ty ,  not e x te n s iv e ly
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d e a l t  w ith before  in  an h i s t o r i c a l  o r  fam ily  l i f e  cyc le  
p e r sp e c t iv e ,  were i n v e s t ig a te d .  Also, aeasn rin g  the  
s e p a ra te  e f f e c t s  o f h i s t o r i c a l  t i n e  and f a n i ly  l i f e  cyc le  on 
th e  above mentioned i s s u e s  was p o ss ib le  through th e  use of 
two-way a n a ly s i s  of v a r ia n c e .  Each of th e se  procedures 
re v ea led  im po rtan t ln fo rn a t io n  and i l l u s t r a t e  what fam ily  
s o c io lo g i s t s  have lea rn ed — o fte n  th e  hard way—t h a t  
w idely -held  assum ptions about f a n i l y  l i f e  in  th e  p a s t  need 













































APPENDIX B: ADVERTISING CODING SHEET AND 
TABLES FOB CHAPTER I I I
yaciafels-ttagf-aafl-ggaa——-
P u b lic a t io n  Tear _ _ PYR
Advertisem ent Number _ _ AD
Number of Nale C hildren  _ HC
Number of Female C h ild ren  _ FC
Family L ife  Cycle s ta g e  _ FLCS
Magazine _ MAG
Family P o s i t io n s  apd pp leg  (Var. 5-18)
W i f e ..........................................................................  W
Husband  .................. . . .............................. _ _ H
Mother - ......... ............................. .. _ _ H
F a th e r  .................................... ..................... .. _ _ F
S i s t e r  1 ........................... ............................ .  _ S1
S i s t e r  2 ......... .................................... ............  _ _ S2
B ro ther  1 ......... ..................... ................... _ _ B1
B ro ther 2  ...........      B2
Daughter 1 . . . . . . . .    ....... .................... _ _ D1
Daughter 2  .................................  _ _ D2
Son 1  ......... .......................  _ _ SOI
son 2       . .  _ _  so2
Grandmother  ......... ................... .. _ _ GM
G randfather  ..............   GF
gg&Bafijoagfele <var. 19-25)
Economic P ro v is ion   ..........    EP
Household Tasks  ...............   HT
C hild  Care  ............................   CC
R ecrea tion   ......... ................................ .. _ _ R
T h erap eu tic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -------- . . .  _ _ T
B u y in g ................ ........................................... _ _ B
G if t  G i v i n g   ............. .. _ _ GG
Intim acy  (Var. 26-53)
Husband-Rife      _ HR
Hother-Son!     _ MSI
Hother-Son2    _ MS2
Fat her-Son 1       _ FS1
F a th e r - S o n 2     _ FS2
N other-D aughterl     _ HD 1
Hother-Daughter2      _ MD2
F ather-D augh te rl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _ FD1
F a th e r -D a u g h te r2      _ FD2
S is t e r 1 - S i s t e r 2      _ S1S2
B ro ther1-B ro ther2       _ B1B2
S i s t e r l - B r o th e r l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _ S1B1
S i s t e r 1 - B r o t h e r 2      _ S1B2
S i s t e r 2 - B r o t h e r 1      _ S2B1
S i s t e r 2 - B r o t h e r 2      _ S2B2
Grandmo-Grandfa         _ GHGF
Grandmo-Hother . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _ GHfl
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43 G randao-Father  .......................  _ GHF
44 Grandfa-H other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _ GPU
45 Gr an d fa -  F a t h e r ....................    _ GFF
46 Grandao-(grand) Soul    _ GHS1
47 Grandao-(grand)son2  ..............  _ SHS2
48 G randao-(grand)D aughter1 . -    _ GHD1
49 Grandao-(grand) Daoghter2     _ GHD2
50 G rand fa-(g ran d )so n1  ...........................  _ GFS1
51 G randfa-(grand) S o n 2 ...........................  _ GFS2
52 G randfa-(grand) Danghterl    .  GFD1
53 G randfa-(grand)D aughter2     _ GFD2
55 F o ra a l i ty  sco re   ............    PS
Table B1. Frequency and P ercen tage  o£ Advertisem ents 
Hagazine
American 173 33.2
L ife 137 26.3
Time 120 23.0
Saturday Evening Post 46 8 .8
Newsweek -iiS -§x£
T o ta l 521 99.9
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T a b l e  B 2 . F r e q u e n c y  a n d  P e r c e n t a g e  o f  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  by T e a r
Frequency ___Eercentage
1920 40 7 .7
1925 49 9 .4
1931 39 7 .5
1936 39 7 .5
1940 34 6 .5




1965 45 8 .6





Table B3. Frequency and P ercen tage  of A dvertisem ents by 







T otal 521 99.9
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APPENDIX C: TABLES FOB CHAPTEB IT
Table Cl. Frequency and P ercen tage  of . A dvertisem ents 
D epic ting  w ife and Husband Boles in  B ecreation  by 
th e  Nunber of C hildren
Number of Wives Husbands
.E££££U£&2£
0 91 49.7 88 51.2
1 46 25. 1 41 23.8
2 36 19.7 36 20.9
3 7 3.8 6 3 .5
4 3 1 _ i . STotal 183 99.9 172 100. 3
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Table C2. P ercen tage  o f  A dvertisem ents D epicting Bother and 
F a ther Boles in  C hild  c a re  by th e  Nuaber of C hildren
Number o f C hildren  
_  aalg—   ...Esi&ls—  _____ CfiflHiasl— _
0 1 2 0 1 2  1 2 3 4
Bother 34.5 54.5 10.9 38.2 54.5 7 .3  63.6 29.1 5 .5  1.8
<N=55)
F ather 21.4 71 .4  7 .1  64.3 35.7 0 .0  85.7 7.1 7.1 0.0
<N=14)
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Table C3. Frequency and P ercen tage  of Advertisem ents 
D eple ting  Father-Son and Father-D aughter










1920 1 2.50 2 5.00
1925 1 2.04 1 2.04
1931 1 2.56 0 0.00
1936 2 5.13 0 0.00
19<*0 0 0.00 1 2.94
1945 1 2.56 0 0.00
1950 1 2.22 1 2.22
1955 3 7.14 1 2.38
1960 2 4.00 1 2.00
1965 2 4.44 0 0.00
1970 3 8.11 1 2.70





Table C4. Frequency and Bean Household Task Score fo r  ffiaes 
by F a e i ly  l i f e  Cycle
. d e l e  S taoe T Freauencv fleai^iM ax^,, i t 0|
1 129 .19
2 47 .11
3 45 . 13
4 68 .10
5 -S3 mSLlT o ta l 332 .14
F = 1 . 5 4 1
S i g n .  =  . 1 9
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Table C5. Frequency and Hean B eerea tion  Score f o r  Wives by 





5 J I2T o ta l 332 .55
P = 2.002 
S ign . = .09
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T a b le  C6. F req u e n cy  and dean H ousehold  Task Score  f o r  
Husbands by f e a r
- • H e a n n.fHa%- = , Hf OH
1920 22 .0 5
1925 30 .0 7
1931 19 .0 0
1936 20 .0 0
19U0 19 .0 0
1945 20 .0 5
1950 28 .0 7
1955 28 .0 7
1960 38 . 13
1965 36 .0 3
1970 24 .0 4
1975 22 .0 5
1977 . a s 1.S2
T o ta l 332 .0 5
F -  -933
S ig n -  = .51
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Table C7. Frequency and Mean Household Task Score fo r 
Husbands by Family L ife  Cycle
— ——— ■-T  —  — —— ———  ■ ............ ........ .................






T o ta l 332 .05
F = .298 
S ign. = .8792
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Table Cb. Frequency and Hean R ecrea tion  Score fo r  
by Family L ife  Cycle






T o ta l  332 .52




Table C9. Frequency and Mean Child Care Score fo r  F a th e rs  
by F ae ily  L ife  Cycle




T ota l 200 .07
F = . 9 5 0
S i g n .  = • h 177
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Table CIO. Frequency and flean B ecrea tio n  Score 
by Family l i f e  Cycle
f o r  F a th e rs
2 63 .37
3 51 .41
4 *51T o ta l 200 .43
F = 1, 394 
S ign. = -2460
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T ab le  C12. F re q u e n c y  and  Mean R e c r e a t i o n  S c o re  f o r  B r o t h e r s  
by F am ily  L i f e  C y c le
2 12 .8 3
3 90 -81
4 47 .8 1




T ab le  C13. F re q u e n cy  and  (lean R e c r e a t i o n  S co re  f o r  Sons by 
Y ear
Y ear P resaen cY
1920 14 .5 7
1925 16 .6 9
1931 17 .6 5
1936 20 .7 5
1940 13 .7 7
1945 17 . 82
1950 24 • 83
1955 15 .9 3
1960 26 .6 9
1965 24 .8 8
1970 15 .9 3
1975 14 .7 9
1977 - 1 5 *22
T o ta l 2 30 .7 8
F = 1 .181
S ig n .  = . 2977
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T ab le  Cl 4. F re q u e n c y  and Mean R e c r e a t i o n  S co re  f o r  Sons by 
F am ily  L i f e  C y c le
hits, cssl.g. §sagg____ gsaga suss.__ .&e&a_iflsjc_=„ixOL
2 62 .7 7
3 78 .7 9
a 85 .8 0
5 — 5 s.22
T o t a l  
F = 1 ,5 2 0  
S ig n .  = .2 1 0 2
230 .7 8
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T ab le  C15. f r e q u e n c y  and Mean R e c r e a t i o n  S co re  f o r  S i s t e r s  
by Year
1920 9 . 56
1925 13 . 6 9
1931 8 .8 8
1936 7 .7 1
1940 6 . 83
1945 11 . 64
1950 17 .7 6
1955 15 .8 0
1960 13 .6 2
1965 16 1 .00
1970 8 .7 5
1975 10 1 .00
1977 12 *22
T o t a l 1 45 .7 9
F = 1 .3 9 7
S i g n .  = .1 7 5 0
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T a b le  C16. F req u e n cy  and Mean R e c r e a t i o n  S c o re  f o r  S i s t e r s  
by F am ily  L i f e  C y c le
2 10 . 9 0
3 87 .7 8
4 * 22
T o t a l 145 . 7 9
F = . 4 1 8
S i g n .  =  . 6 5 9 1
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T ab le  C17. F re q u e n c y  and Mean R e c r e a t i o n  S c o re  f o r  D a u g h te r s  
by Year
Year F re a u e n c y .« e a n  m a x
1920 19 .6 3
1925 20 . 6 5
1931 17 . 7 6
1936 11 .81
1990 14 .7 1
1945 19 .5 7
1950 17 .7 6
1955 22 . 82
1960 19 .6 8
1965 20 . . 9 5
1970 15 . 80
1975 10 1 .00
1977 15 ,9 3
T o t a l 218 .7 7
F = 1 .521
S i g n .  = . 1187
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T a b le  C18. F re q u e n c y  and Mean B e c r e a t i o n  S c o re  f o r  D a u g h te r s  
by F am ily  L i f e  C y c le
 Fgggiasass flaaa.1 aa
2 67 .81
3 75 .7 9
4 76 ,7 1
T o t a l 218 .7 7
F = 1 . 0 3 6
S i g n .  =  . 3 5 6 6
APPENDIX D: TABLES FOE CHAPTEE V
Table D1. Percentage of Advert isements Depicting Husband-Wife Companionship in 
Household Tasks and Recreat ion  by the Number of Children
Number of Children
Hale Female Combined ......
Companionship i n 0  1 2  0 1 2  0 1 2  3 4
Household Tasks 70.6 11.8 17.6 64.7 17.6 17.6 64.7 5.9 11.8 0.0 17.6
(N=133)
Recreat ion 97.4 2.6 0.0 96.5 3.5 0.0 95.7 2.6 1.7 0.0 0.0
(N=418)
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T a b l e  D 2 .  F r e q u e n c y  a n d  H e a n  H u s b a n d - W i f e  C o n p a n i o n s h i p
C h i l d - C a r e  S c o r e  b y  Y e a r
Year,. . F reem ency _ _..aean m a x
1920 21 .  10
1925 16 .0 0
1931 18 .0 6
1936 16 . 19
19*10 12 .0 8
19**5 15 .0 7
1950 17 .0 0
1955 13 .0 0
1960 18 .  17
1965 11 .0 0
1970 10 .3 0
1975 ** . 25
1977 __7 il i*
T o t a l 178 . 0 9
F = 1 ,3 6 3
S i g n .  = . 1885
T a b l e  D 3 .  F r e q u e n c y  a n d  B e a n  H u s b a n d - f f i f e  C o m p a n i o n s h i p
C h i l d  C a r e  S c o r e  b y  F a m i l y  L i f e  C y c l e
2 76 -09
3 49 .0 2
4 49 .1 4
5 4 *25T o t a l 178 .0 9
F « 1 .964  
S ig n .  = .1 2 1 2
1 88
APPENDIX E :  TABLES POH CHAPTER V I
Tab le  E l .  C o r r e l a t i o n  Between P a r e n t - C h i l d  I n t i m a c y  and 
Number o f  C h i l d r e n
In t im a c y
R e l a t i o n s h i p
C o r r e l a t i o n  S i g n i f i c a n c e  
c o e f f i c i e n t  L e v e l
Mother-Son 
F a th e r - S o n  
Mother-Daug h t e r  





.0 0 0 0
.0 0 0 4
.0 1 7 0
-0035
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T ab le  E2. C o r r e l a t i o n  Between S i b l i n g  I n t i m a c y  and t h e  
Number o f  C h i l d r e n
In t im a c y
R e l a t i o n s h i p
C o r r e l a t i o n
c o e f f i c i e n t
S i g n i f i c a n c e
L e v e l
S i s t e r - S i s t e r - . 3 9 . 0177
B r o t h e r - B r o t h e r 43 .0 0  25
S i s t e r - B r o t h e r — * 04 . 3482
T a b l e  E 3 .  F r e q u e n c y  a n d  B e a n  F a t h e t - S o n  i n t i a a c y  S c o r e
T e a r
Issi EigaasBsi -flsaa-lfla*-=-3».aL
1920 8 2 .3 7 5 0
1925 7 1-8571
1931 6 2 .1 6 6 7
1936 8 2 .1 2 5 0
1940 7 2 -0 0 0 0
1945 9 2-1111
1950 13 2-07 6 9
1955 11 1 .7 2 7 3
1960 20 1-9000
1965 19 2 .2 1 0 5
1970 13 2 .4 6 1 5
1975 11 2-2727
1977 - 1 2 2 .0 8 3 3
T o t a l 144 2 .1 0 4 2
F = -3 4 2
S i g n .  = • 5595
T a b l e  E 4 .  F r e q u e n c y  a n d  M ea n  H o t h e r - S o n  I n t i m a c y  S c o r e
Y e a r
^ e a r Freoruencs ...... fleas ifl
1920 12 2 .2 5 0 0
1925 13 2 .0 0 0 0
1931 12 1 .9167
1936 15 2 .4 0 0 0
1940 10 2 .1 0 0 0
1945 12 2 .2 5 0 0
1950 22 2 .0 9 0 9
1955 14 2 .0 0 0 0
1960 20 2 .0 5 0 0
1965 17 2 .0 5 8 8
1970 11 2 .0 9 0 9
1975 11 2 .4 5 4 5
1977 11 2 .1 8 1 8
T o t a l 7 80 2 .1 3 3 3
F = .0 6 7
S i g n .  = • 7955
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T ab le  E5. F re q u e n c y  and Kean H o th e r - D a u g h te r  I n t i m a c y  S c o re  
by Year
xsai giasasEcz___
1920 18 2 .3 8 6 9
1925 21 2 .0 4 7 6
1931 12 1 .9 1 6 7
1936 10 2 .1 0 0 0
1940 10 2 .1 0 0 0
1945 15 2 .2 0 0 0
1950 16 2 .3 7 5 0
1955 20 2 .1 0 0 0
1960 16 2 .0 6 2 5
1965 17 2 .1 7 6 5
1970 12 2 .1 6 6 7
1975 9 1 .8889
1977 14 1*92^6
T o t a l 790 2 .1263
F = . 9 3 7  
S ig n .  = .3 3 4 4
19 3
T a b le  E6. F re q u e n c y  and  Bean F a t h e r - D a u g h t e r  I n t i m a c y  S c o re  
by F am ily  L i f e  C y c le
c v c l e  s t a a e .  B Freauen.c* iiean fa&x * 3^Q1
2 29 2 .2 7 5 9
3 43 1 .9  302
a - 5 2 1*2828
T o t a l 124 2 .0 3 2 3
F =  3 . 1 4 6  /•
S i g n .  =  - 0 7 8 6
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T ab le  E7. F re q u e n c y  and  nean S i s t e r - S i s t e r  I n t i m a c y  S c o re  
by Year
xsai  ££gaaa£S2  -asaa.iaai.=.3a.aL
1920 1 2 .0 0 0 0
1925 u 1-7500
1936 3 2-6667
1945 2 1 .5000
1950 2 2 .5 0 0 0
1955 3 2 .0 0 0 0
1960 2 1 .5 0 0 0
1965 6 1 .5 0 0 0
1970 4 1 .7 5 0 0
1975 1 1 .0000
1977 U
T o t a l 29 1 .82 76
F = 1 .3 8 5
S i g n .  = . 2546
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T ab le  Efl. F re q u e n c y  and Mean S i s t e r - S i s t e r  I n t i m a c y  S c o re  
by F a m i ly  l i f e  C y c le
c v c l e  s t a g e _ Freemencv __
2 1 2 .0 0 0 0
3 18 1 .8 8 8 9
4 12 IxZfifiO
T o t a l 29 1 .8 2 7 6
F = .i»19 <-
s i g n ,  = .5 2 3 4
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T ab le  E9. F re q u e n c y  and  Hean B r o t h e r - B r o t h e r  I n t i m a c y  S c o r e  
by T e a r
1920 3 1 .6 6 6 7
1925 1 2 .0 0 0 0
1931 2 2 .0 0 0 0
1936 5 2 .4 0 0 0
1940 3 2 .0 0 0 0
1945 3 2 .3 3 3 3
1950 1 2 .0 0 0 0
1955 2 2 .0 0 0 0
1960 5 1 .6 0 0 0
1965 7 1 .8571
1970 3 2 .0 0 0 0
1975 1 2 .0 0 0 0
1977 u 4 z*oa a a
T o t a l 40 1 .9 7 5 0
F = .2 7 0  
S i g n .  = .6075
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T a b le  E10- F re q u e n c y  and Mean S i s t e r - B r o t h e r  I n t i m a c y  S c o re  





T o t a l  125
F = -0 4 8  ^
S i g n -  = -8 2 7 2
2 .0 00 0
2 .0 8 2 2
1 * 0228.
2 .0 5 6 0
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A PPENDIX P :  TABLES FOB CHAPTER V I I
T ab le  F I .  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  Between C om pan ion sh ip  i n  R e c r e a t i o n  
and F am ily  F o r m a l i t y
c o m p a n io n sh ip  R e l a t i o n s h i p F V a lue S i g n i f i c a n c e  L ev e l
M o th e r -D au g h te r .6 1 0 .6 9 2 4
F a th e r -S o n .9 8 5 .3 2 1 5
M o th e r - F a th e r —S o n -D a u g h te r 2 .3 2 9 1 .2 7 7
B r o t h e r - S i s t e r 5 .8 4 0 .0161
Husband-Wife 23 .631 . 0Q00
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